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This is a more difficult 
procedure than might be 
expected due to the shifting 
tides and the accumulation 
of years of river and ocean 
debris being deposited on 
the river bottom near the 
port.

The completion of this 
aspect of the process is de-
pendent on the timing and 
level of the tides in the estu-
ary. It can also be delayed by 
weather, both of which have 
played a part in the minor 
delays in starting to actually 
“move mud,” as the workers 
said.

This week, crews from the 
International Port of Coos 
Bay have been placing the 
refuse pipes from locations 
in the marina to the area 

that will serve as a way sta-
tion for the waste drawn 
from the river. 

Siuslaw Port Manager 
Dave Huntington says the 
process of prepping the port 
waters is progressing well 
and the actual removal of 

debris will begin soon.
“Right now, they are lay-

ing the pipes from the area 
where they will be dredging, 
to the back part of the port 
where we will be pumping 
the mud and dirt,” he said. 
“They brought a small crew 

from Coos Bay and with this 
weather it’s taken a little lon-
ger that we thought to get 
everything ready to dredge. 
Yesterday we moved the 
dredge to the dock by No-
velli’s and the pipes should 
be in place by the end of 

the day, which means we 
are really close to starting 
to remove the mud from the 
area.”

People can expect to see 
the dredge in action on 
Monday, circumstances per-
mitting.

EXPO from page 1A

What started as more of a 
tour of classrooms and stu-
dent projects soon morphed 
into the chance to highlight 
not only the Siuslaw and 
Mapleton schools, but the 
other area organizations 
who serve the families and 
youth of the Siuslaw region.

“We realized what we 
could really do with this is 
have the school be a gather-
ing point for lots of different 
ways that organizations edu-
cate in the community,” Orr 
said.

More than 60 organiza-
tions have already signed on 
to partner with or attend the 
event. 

“There was a lot of inter-
est,” he added. “It’s some-
thing that hasn’t been done 
before, to our knowledge.”

Plus, Orr said there are 
still several groups he hasn’t 
approached about includ-
ing, but would be more than 

welcome to contact him 
about participating.

“We have a lot of different 
organizations that we hope 
will be of interest to the 
whole community — every 
age group, every constituen-
cy,” he said. “We’re having all 
of these organizations all in 
one place, at one time, and 
people can just wander and 
talk to representatives.”

Groups from both within 
and without the region will 
attend, including the ex-
pected child-focused groups 
such as Boys and Girls Club 
of Western Lane County, 
Shoreline Christian School, 
Wildflower Montessori 
School, Head Start and area 
preschools, and that less ex-
pected groups, namely, the 
Siuslaw Rod & Gun Club, 
would also set up a table, 
possibly with safety demon-
strations. 

“They’ll likely be talking 
about gun safety, which is 
very educational and very 

important,” Orr said.
The partners also include 

regional organizations, such 
as Siuslaw Public Library, 
the Siuslaw Vision, Western 
Lane Ambulance District 
and others who serve the 
entire population, including 
the upriver communities. 
Orr also hopes to add more 
Mapleton representation.

“As the ASPIRE program 
has expanded to Mapleton 
High School, we have more 
connections,” he said. “The 
two communities are pret-
ty closely linked in a lot of 
ways.”

Dunes City is also a part-
ner, and the Confederated 
Tribes of the Coos, Lower 
Umpqua and Siuslaw Indi-
ans will be in attendance.

“We really hope that we 
get a large turnout of people 
from the whole community 
who just come to see what 
the educational opportu-
nities are,” Orr said. “A lot 
of these clubs and organi-

zations might not be in the 
forefront of everybody’s 
minds, but I’m hoping that 
people will be able to come 
in and find an organization 
they are particularly inter-
ested in and sign up to join 
or participate in some way.”

The expo will feature 
tables set up for up to 75 
organizations in the SHS 
commons, gymnasium and 
library. Additional rooms 
will be open throughout the 
school as students help lead 
tours.

The middle of the expo 
will feature comments 
from several community 
notables, such as Siuslaw 
Superintendent Andy Grz-
eskowiak, Mapleton Su-
perintendent Jodi O’Mara, 
Florence Mayor Joe Henry 
and Dunes City Mayor Bob 
Forsythe. Other dignitaries 
may also attend.

Throughout the event 
will be performances by 
Children’s Repertory of Or-
egon Workshops (CROW), 
Coastal Fitness and the 
music programs of Siuslaw 
School District. The Siuslaw 
culinary class will make 
cookies and there will be 
activities for youth who at-
tend.

“We want people to bring 
their children,” Orr said. “It’s 
definitely a family event, 
it’s definitely a communi-
ty-wide event. It certain-
ly seems like people have 
caught on, just from the 
number of sign ups.”

Vehicles from emergency 
service groups will be out 
front, as well as the oper-
ating station of the Central 

Oregon Coast Amateur Ra-
dio Club. 

Students will be involved 
in a number of ways, espe-
cially as the National Hon-
or Society at SHS has been 
working to help plan the 
event. Other student par-
ticipants will come from 
Leadership, Rotary Interact 
and Key Club. In addition, 
Eddie Mielke’s Business/De-
sign Crew at SHS will make 
the Siuslaw Education Expo 
signs and posters that will 
soon be visible around town.

In the next month and 
a half, Orr will visit more 
community groups to gar-
ner interest about the Siu-
slaw Education Expo and 
the other educational causes 
he champions.

“People said, ‘You’ll get 
involved in lots of things, 
and then you’ll have to scale 
back,’” he said. “My problem 
is, I can’t scale back. It’s too 
much fun.”

The participants seem to 
think so, too, as more groups 
confirmed their attendance 
this week.

“We want the whole com-
munity there,” Orr said. 
“The education expo is ex-
perimental, as we’ve not 
tried it before, but I think 
it’s going to be a lot of fun 
and just a great way to have 
people come together about 
education.”

For more information 
about the expo, visit https://
bit.ly/siuslaweducationexpo 
(must enter whole address; 
case sensitive) or facebook.
com/siuslawexpo.

Orr can be contacted at 
learn@educationexpo.org.
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JOIN US IN WORSHIP
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Located at Munsel Lake Road and North Fork Road

Worship Services 10:00 AM Sunday
All are welcome!  541-997-7268 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101, Across from Fred Meyer –- 997-7418

Sunday School, 9:30a.m. – Worship, 10:45
Wed. Prayer - 6:00 p.m. –Wed. Ministries 1-8 Grade 7 p.m.

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple –997-3533

Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Family Connections
Adult Bible Class, 9:30am on Sundays. 

Sunday Services, 9am and 10:45am.
florencecrossroadag.org • office@florencecrossroadag.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SBC
1935 25th St. – 997-7660 •  Pastor, Ron Allen 

Wednesday 6 p.m., Sun.; 11 am & 6pm, Bible Study 9:45am

Sharing the Hope and Love of Jesus Christ

 to our community by being Living Proof of a Loving God 

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy – 997-2961 –Non-Denominational

Worship Service: 9:00 am & 10:30 am
Middle School and High School youth groups meet on 

Wednesday.

FLORENCE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pre-Denominational (Romans 16:16)

1833 Tamarack Street (2 blocks east of Hwy. 101 on 18th St.)
Bible Study: Sunday 10 a.m.; Worship: Sunday 11 a.m.

www.churchofchristflorence.org

FLORENCE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
12th and Nopal –997-9020 •  Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service@ florencenaz.church
Wednesdays Celebrate Recovery 5:30 pm

facebook:florenceoregonchurchofthenazarene 

FLORENCE EVANGELICAL CHURCH
1318 Rhododendron Dr. • 541-997-2523

Sunday Service 11am ( Children Sunday School)
Mid-Week Activities, all ages.

FLORENCE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
4445 Hwy 101 (South of Fred Meyer) – 997-3951

Worship on Saturday 10:30 A.M.
Adult/Children’s Sabbath School 9:15 A.M. 

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road

RUAUU?  All are welcome to explore the answer.
Sunday Worship Service ~ 10:00 a.m.

www.FlorenceUUF.org - (541) 997.2840

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Worship Services 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Adult class 8:30am • Sunday school 10am
Coffee Fellowship Following Service
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sun. Services: 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible Study 6pm-7pm 

Website:florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.
21st & Spruce Street – 997-8113

Pastor Rachel Simonson – All are welcome
Adult Forum 9:00 a.m. – Sunday school !0:30

Worship Service Sun. 10:30 a.m.
www.florencenewlife Lutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE  SIUSLAW
Traditional Worship Service 10:00 a.m. , Reverend Greg Wood

Sunday School and Nursery – Organ and Choir
All Welcome. Come as you are.
3996 N Hwy 101       997-7136    

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  (QUAKERS)
“War is still not the answer.” FCNL

We worship in homes at 11am Sundays

Call 997-4237 or 902-9511 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

L.C.M.S.
Every Sun., Bible Class 9 a.m., Worship Service 10 a.m.

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
DVD of Weekly worship service available.

Pastor Randy Benscoter

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2135 19th St. –- 997-6600

8:30am, Tuesdays, Morning Prayer
Sunday Services: 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  - Wed, 11 a.m.
Everyone Welcome – Come walk our Labyrinth.

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE 

DUNES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Masses: Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun.  11:00 a.m.

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312

To be included in this directory contact 

the Siuslaw News at 997-3441, or drop off 

information at 148 Maple St., Old Town, Florence.

Join Us In Worship

4 lines, approx 15 words, 

$10 a week

4 week Minimum

Deadline 

3 p.m. Mondays.

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Mike Blankenship

Broker

541 991-7826

Sutton Lake Rd #127 – Nice .30 acre lot near 

Sutton Lake in a great neighborhood. This won-

derful North Lakes area lot is waiting to be de-

veloped and built on. $57,500. #3049-19202450

www.shoppelocal.biz

+

Siuslaw 

News

To get the no obligation process started contact local Real Estate expert:

Andrea Kirkpatrick, Licensed Broker in Oregon

Hybrid Real Estate

541-505-1943 • oregonbrokerandrea@gmail.com

THINKING OF

SELLING

YOUR HOME?
* Free Market Evaluation

* Competitive 

Commission Rates

* Call For Your No 

Obligation Evaluation 

Today!

Workers from the International Port of Coos Bay maneuver the dredge Laura into 

place to begin dredging the Siuslaw River bottom below the docks, navigational 

channels and slip areas of the Port of Siuslaw. The project will take approximate-

ly two weeks and should remove hundreds of tons of debris, which is an impedi-

ment to safe boating in the estuary. 
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