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OCHS from page 1A

General and the Oregon
Department of Justice
(ODJ), which was prompt-
ed by concerns voiced by
volunteers at the shelter.

All of the board members
that were seated at that time
resigned after the results of
the inquiry became public
through an investigation
by the Siuslaw News. The
DOJ had found that im-
proper procedures were in
place, which related to the
selection of board members
and the format for public
involvement.

Curran’s hire was the re-
sult of a nationwide search
undertaken at the direction
of the DOJ, which recom-
mended OCHS should have
an executive director in
place to oversee all aspects
of the management of the

shelter.

On Monday, OCHS
Board President Shauna
Robbers was contacted

but declined to comment
regarding Currans resig-
nation. However, she did
say that in the near future
OCHS will be having a
strategic planning session
to discuss the needs of the
organization as it moves
forward.

Robbers also mentioned
her overall appreciation of
the efforts given by Curran
but was unable to discuss
specific details of the situ-
ation that led to his resig-
nation.

The  progress made
during his brief tenure was
considerable, according to
Curran, but not always ap-
preciated by board mem-
bers.

In fact, Curran said he

believed actions taken by
individuals on the OCHS
Board undermined his au-
thority and disregarded his
advice on important issues
facing the shelter.

“Under my leadership, we
completed multiple proj-
ects that should have been
done many years ago. And
we dramatically reduced
the monthly financial loss
that OCHS operates un-
der. OCHS was on a path to
be a financially sound and
successful organization in
2020. The board of direc-
tors, including the board
president and board trea-
surer, repeatedly acknowl-
edged the improvements
delivered during my tenure
— including after I submit-
ted my resignation,” Curran
said, adding that despite the
organization being on a sol-
id path toward success, on

multiple occasions over the
last two months key mem-
bers of the board chose to
behave  unprofessionally
and inappropriately.

“I became deeply con-
cerned by what I was wit-
nessing and, recognizing
that the situation with the
current composition of
the board was not likely to
change, I realized my po-
sition as executive director
had become untenable,
said Curran, who submit-
ted his resignation Jan. 1,
2020.

“I am incredibly proud
of what we accomplished
in 2019 and wish we could
have delivered on the
many improvements I had
planned for 2020, he said.
“I would like to thank the
many exceptional commu-
nity members, volunteers,
supporters, donors, adopt-
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wide variety of fun ideas,
says the Chambers ex-
ecutive director Bettina
Hannigan. “It’s relevant
and relatable to everyone.
We anticipate people will
come up with great ideas
representing the high-
lights of past decades, na-
tive peoples and pioneer
history, a new take on the
old ‘Roaring ’20s’ images,
favorite memories of life
and times here in Oregon’s
Coastal Playground, and
maybe even a nod to the
50th anniversary of the ex-
ploding whale”

This year’s logo will ap-
pear in print, broadcast,
and online materials to
promote the event and

draw visitors to Florence.
The logo will be printed
on commemorative pins,
banners, advertisements,
and print guides. The Rho-
dodendron Court will sell
the pins, the proceeds from
which go toward scholar-
ships for Queen Rhodo-
dendra, the King of the
Coast, and members of the
Rhody Court.
“Generations of families
have enjoyed the annual
Florence Rhododendron
Festival by attending, en-
joying the Davis Shows
carnival, exhibiting their
rhodies, showing off their
classic cars and motorcy-
cles, being in the parade,
and shopping and dining
in Old Town and all around
town,” adds Hannigan. “It’s

Habitat holds ‘Heads
or Tails’ fundraiser

Members of the com-
munity have the chance
to win a recliner from
the Florence Roby’s Fur-
niture and Appliance
during the Florence
Habitat for Humanity
Heads or Tails fundrais-
er.

People can buy a $10
ticket at the Habitat Re-
Store, 2016 Highway
101, now until noon on
Saturday, Feb. 1. Each
ticket will be exchanged
for a football necklace, giv-
ing people the chance of
play “Heads or Tails” that
Saturday.

There is no limit of tick-
ets a person can buy.

Buyers and players must
be at least 18 years old,
though buyers or their rep-
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Purchase a ticket for your
chance to win this new recliner,

courtesy of Roby’s Furniture.
Tickets $10 each

A | Tickets available at ReStore

GAME TIME
Feb. 1st
Kickoff @ Noon
Habitat Restore
2016 Hwy 101

resentative must be present
to win on Feb. 1 at noon at
the Habitat ReStore. The
winner takes home a New
Recliner courtesy of Roby’s
Furniture.

For more details or to
purchase tickets, visit the
Habitat ReStore or call 541-
997-5834.

VOICE YOUR OPINION!
Write a Letter to the Editor today.
Email EpitorR@ THESIUSLAWNEWS.com

a family tradition, an Ore-
gon institution. The event
brings to mind many blasts
from the past for thou-
sands of people across the
state”

The Florence Rhodo-
dendron Festival is Ore-
gon’s second-oldest floral
festival, bested only by a
year by the Portland Rose
Festival, and sees thou-
sands of visitors from
around the state and across
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Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker
541 991-2151

the country.

For more information on
the 113th annual Florence
Rhododendron  Festival,
including applications for
the Rhododendron Court,
exhibitor space, parade
entries, or to volunteer on
the Chamber’s Rhody Fest
committee, contact event
coordinator Mitzi Hatha-
way at events@Florence-
Chamber.com or 541-997-
3128.

Get Results...List With Melody.

HUNTER

REALESTATE
541-997-1200
4415322 Knoll Way - Comfort-
4 able double-wide on 0.90

acre! Vaulted ceilings, front
and back covered decks. Two
guest bdrms on the opposite

i end of the home from the
aster. Some deferred main-
nance. A vacant lot is in-

4 cluded. Driveway entrance is
| gated, room for RV and boat.
$306,000. #3055-19307442

ers, fosterers and staff who
stepped up to make our
humane society better over
the past year.

“I wish the organiza-
tion all the very best as it
moves forward. The home-
less and at-risk animals in
our community deserve a
wonderful shelter, run by

an experienced and quali-
fied executive director, who
should be supported by a
professional board”

As of press time Tues-
day, the next OCHS public
meeting had not been set.

For more information,
visit  oregoncoasthumane
society.com.
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Open 4 days a week!

DENTURE SERVICES INC.
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dentures
Partial Dentures
Immediate Dentures
Implant Dentures

Monday-Thursday
10am -2 pm

Here to serve your denture needs:

Relines & Repairs Same Day

William Foster LD
Sherry, Office Manager

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your
questions and address
your denture concerns.”
~ William Foster, LD

Financing: Citi Health Card

524 Laurel St.
541-997-6054

12 Month no Interest

n MasterCard,
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KRAB KETTLE

280 Hwy. 101 ¥ 541-997-8996 4

Fresh Seafood Market

‘Presented by Lane Arts Council and Florence Reéior;;

2020 PROFESSIONAL

JAN 21
Unleash Your
Creative Potential:
Transforming Fear
into Action

Presenter: Liora Sponko
Lane Arts Council

DEVELOPN

FEB 11

Exhibitions and
Galleries Panel

Panelists: Steve Dennis (Earthworks
Gallery), Sandee McGee (Umpqua
Valley Art Center), Tom Webb
(Oregon Coast Council
for the Arts)

Florence Regional Arts Alliance | 120 Maple St, Florence | 10am-12pm
Register at www.lanearts.org/workshops-florence

Price, Promote
& Profit From Your
Artwork
Presenter: Patricia Morrison

Founder of
Inner Fire, Outer Light

Columbia
)Bank

BEER BATTERED HALIBUT \
FISH N CHIPS
§17.95

and for dessert...
SNICKER OR PEANUT BUTTER PIE $5.95
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We appreciate you!
Fallis a great time for locals to enjoy
Surfside Restaurant and the magnificent ocean view!
To say thank you for being or becoming a customer
wed like to reward you with our Loyalty Card.
Come pick up yours today!
Driftwood Shores Resort
88416 1st Avenue, Florence

1285 »d

Where good friends &
great food come together!

OPEN EVERY DAY
11am
Reservations * Take Out
1285 Bay Street
Old Town Florence
(541) 902-8338

www.1285Restobar.com




