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FLORENCE CENTER STAGE Warm up with Winter Music Festival
P

lan now to warm 
up your winter with 

some hot bluegrass, 
heartwarming new and 
traditional folk, and 
foot-stompin’ Ameri-
cana. 

Nine high-caliber 
groups will heat up the 
Florence Events Center 
on Jan. 24, 25, and 26, 
2020, during the 18th 
annual Florence Winter 
Music Festival. Each day 
features exhibits and 
demonstrations by re-
gional artisans, jam ses-
sions, food, and drink. 
A complete festival 
overview, with artist profi les and ticket 
prices, is available at WinterMusicFes-
tival.org. Sea Lion Caves is this year’s 
Presenting Sponsor.

Th e 2020 festival headliner is Liv-
ingston Taylor, who deft ly blends a 
range of musical genres — folk, pop, 
gospel, jazz — fusing it with upbeat 
storytelling and hit songs he’s written 
for his brother James.

New this year will be workshops by 
select musicians on songwriting, gui-
tar skills and jamming. Th ere will be 
separate admission for non-concert-
goers. Free, dedicated, on-site jam-
ming space is available beginning at 
noon on Friday and 1 p.m. on both 
Saturday and Sunday.

“We’re expecting big things for this 
year’s festival as we have continued to 
improve on the quality of our lineup,” 
said Kirk Mlinek of the Friends of the 
Florence Events Center, producers of 
the event. “We have a Grammy winner, 
IBMA winner, Portland’s performer-
songwriter of the year, and a headliner 
some call James Taylor’s more talented 
brother.”

Th e weekend starts on Bluegrass 
Friday with Canadian mandolin mas-
ter John Reischman and the Jaybirds at 
7 p.m. and Kathy Kallick Band at 8:30 
p.m. Kallick, a Grammy and IBMA 
award winner, was described as “jaw-
dropping awesome” by the Delaware 
Valley Bluegrass Festival. Friday’s 
shows are sponsored by Th e Old Town 

Inn in Florence.
Saturday is Americana Day, be-

ginning with the Pete Wernick Jam 
Method workshop at 9 a.m. led by An-
nie Savage of Th e Greg Blake Band. 
Jim Hurst’s guitar workshop begins at 
10:30 a.m. 

Saturday aft ernoon’s performances 
start with the soulful passion of blues 
and rock melded with the honesty of 
folk as presented by Mr & Mrs Some-
thing at 1 p.m., the deft  fi nger work 
and smooth vocals of Nashville’s 
sought-aft er guitarist Jim Hurst at 
2:15, and the multi-award-winning 
country/folk/bluegrass music of the 
Greg Blake Band at 3:45. Saturday af-
ternoon’s shows are sponsored by Th e 
Waterfront Depot restaurant in Flor-
ence.

Saturday evening’s session starts at 
7 p.m. with Circus No. 9, a hot band 
that represents everything that’s good 
about the new generation of acous-
tic music, blurring the lines between 
bluegrass, jazz, and rock. Headliner 
Livingston Taylor takes the stage at 
8:30. Saturday night’s shows are spon-
sored by Th e River House Inn in Flor-
ence. 

Circus No. 9 will also perform a free 
community concert at Oregon Pacifi c 
Bank, 1355 Highway 101, on Friday, 
Jan. 24, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Sunday features True North Duo’s 
songwriting workshop at 10:30 a.m. 
At 1 p.m. the wildly creative Tyler 

Stenson, twice-named 
Portland’s performer-
songwriter of the year, 
brings his “elegant folk” 
music, as heard on Siri-
usXM’s Coff ee House 
Radio, to the stage. At 
2:30 p.m., festival favor-
ite True North’s Kristen 
Grainger and Dan Wet-
zel, performing as a duo, 
deliver their trademark 
powerhouse of intelli-
gent, memorable songs 
and lush instrumentals 
and vocals, to wrap up 
the weekend.

In harmony with the 
music is the free Flor-

ence Regional Arts Alliance Winter 
Arts Festival. Th e group has assembled 
renowned local and regional artists 
and craft speople to fi ll more than 20 
booths with two- and three-dimen-
sional art in a wide variety of media, 
personal care items, edibles and adult 
potables. In addition to selling their 
works, select artists will demonstrate 
how their art or craft  is created.

“Last year saw attendees from more 
than 80 diff erent zip codes and fi ve 
diff erent state. Th e 2020 edition will 
highlight Ninkasi Brewing Company,” 
Mlinek said. “Food trucks will be back 
and the annual pie sale, sponsored by 
the Ladies of Elks, returns as another 
folksy festival favorite. Dedicated on-
site jamming space is available, too.

Tickets are available by phone or in 
person at the Florence Events Center 
Box Offi  ce — 541-997-1994 or 715 
Quince St. — or online at WinterMu-
sicFestival.org. 

Admission for a three-day pass is 
$112, a two-day pass is $92. Tickets
for Friday Night Bluegrass are $35, 
Saturday aft ernoon general admission 
Americana, $27, Saturday night head-
liners $49, and Sunday $27. All prices 
include customary ticketing surcharg-
es. Th e events center’s doors open one 
hour before show time, and theater 
doors 30 minutes later. 

Th e Winter Music Festival is pro-
duced by the 501(c)(3) nonprofi t 
Friends of the FEC.

The 2020 Winter 

Music Festival’s 

headliner will be 

Livingston Taylor.
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Come Join the Friends! 
Volunteer – Event Planning – Fundraising
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Quickbooks installation and 

training.
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733 Highway 101, Florence • 997-3434
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FLORENCE, OREGON

A car accident Saturday

evening at 1541 Highway

101 left residents and busi-

nesses without power for

most of the night. 

Siuslaw Valley Fire and

Rescue crews were some of

the first responders on the

scene after a Ford

Expedition crashed into a

power pole at 5:20 p.m.

“It was an explosive hit,”

said Fire Marshal Sean

Barrett.

According to Barrett’s

report, the driver was an

adult male who allegedly fell

asleep while driving, crossed

lanes of traffic and crashed

into the pole.

By the time the fire

department arrived, the man

and two young passengers

were out of the vehicle and

standing across the street.

Western Lane Ambulance

District took the man, infant

and toddler to PeaceHealth

Peace Harbor Medical

Center to treat their injuries.

All three were treated and

released that day.

The vehicle broke the pole

in two places. The pole

snapped off near the ground,

and part of the broken sec-

tion smashed through the

wall at Mary Ann’s Natural

Pet.

“There was a lot of ten-

sion in the wires overhead,”

Barrett said.

No lines were on the

ground or touching the vehi-

cle.

Firefighters remained on

scene to direct traffic until

Central Lincoln PUD arrived

to shut down power to the

lines.

“We do not go near power

lines in these situations,”

Barrett said. “All power lines

are live until the PUD tells

us otherwise.”

Crash snaps pole, causes power outage

BY CHANTELLE MEYER

Siuslaw News

Mary Ann’s

Natural Pet at

1541 Highway

101 suffered

damage

Saturday

when a car

crashed into

a power

pole, which

then struck

the building.

Central

Lincoln had

to cut power

to install a

new pole.

Power was

restored

early Sunday.

COURTESY OF CONNIE SPINNER

Pet store damaged in Saturday night accident on Highway 101

See CRASH 11A

ERN LANE COUNTY SI

WEDNESDAYAA EDITION JANU

tic Visions’VV

ners named

INSIDE — A3

ighway

sidents and busi-

nesssseess wwithithououtt powpower for

most of the night. nigh

SiuslawSiuslaw ValleyVV
iFire dand

Rescue crews were mesome ofof

thethe firstfirst respondrespondersers on the

sscecennee aaffteff r a FFoorrdd

EEExxxpepepeddditiitioonn ccrraashsheedd intointo aa

powerpoowepower lepolepolepole tatat 5 205:20:20 p mp.m.p

“It“ItItIt waswaswwa anana explosiexplosexpe p ve i ”hit,”

al Sean

ording to Barrett’s

report, the driver was an

adult male who allegedly fell

asleep while driving, crossed

lanes of trafficff and crashed

into the lpole.

ByBy thhe i etime tthhe

departmdepartm tentent ivedarrivedarrived

and two young

erewerewere outoutout fofofof ththth

tandinstandinta gg acac

WWWesteresteesteWWWWWW

i t iDistricDistric

and toddler to PeaceH

Peace Harbor

Center to trea

All three

releas

ses popowewerr o

y nighnight accident on Hig

FREE MONTHLY GUIDE TO ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT ON THE OREGON COAST

COAST CENTRAL
January 2016

WALDPORT • YACHATS • FLORENCE • MAPLETON • DUNES CITY • WESTLAKE • GARDINER • REEDSPORT

WINCHESTER BAY • LAKESIDE • NORTH BEND • COOS BAY • CHARLESTON • COQUILLE • BANDON

1616

Virtuoso guitarist Jesse Cook
comes to Florence
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LET’S GET CRACKING!
Th e ninth annual 

Crab Crack fund-
raiser for Florence 
Food Share will hap-
pen on Saturday, Feb. 
1, from 4 to 7 p.m. at 
the Florence Events 
Center, 715 Quince 
St. Tickets are now 
on sale. Past Crab 
Cracks have all sold 
out, so get crackin’ 
and get your tickets.

Attendees will en-
joy Oregon coast 
crab along with pasta, 
coleslaw, garlic bread, so-
das, coff ee and dessert. A 
no-host bar will be avail-
able. Th ere will also be a 
silent auction during the 
event that will include 
a beautiful selection of 
items.

Ticket price is $45 per 
person, and advance pur-
chase is required. Only 
400 tickets will be sold, so 
it is suggested that peo-

ple get their tickets early. 
Th ere will be no ticket 
sales at the door. 

Th is year, 50 “To Go” 
boxes, which include one 
whole crab, pasta, cole-
slaw, garlic bread and 
dessert, will be pre-sold. 
Th ese will be available for 
pick up on Feb. 1 from 2 to 
3 p.m. and cost $25 each.

All proceeds will ben-
efi t the hunger relief ef-
forts of Florence Food 

Share, an emergency and 
supplemental food pantry 
serving individuals and 
households in West Lane 
County. 

For more information, 
to arrange group seating 
or to purchase tickets, 
contact Florence Food 
Share at 541-997-9110. 
Tickets will also be avail-
able Monday to Friday, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Florence Food Share, 2190 

Spruce St.
Th e special silent 

auction items at 
Crab Crack include 
a Golf Package, in-
cluding three rounds 
of golf for two peo-
ple, a Newport out-
ing with a night at 
the Hallmark Re-
sort and an Ashland 
Package with a night 
at Ashland Hills Ho-
tel and two tickets to 
the Oregon Shake-

speare Festival. Th ese 
are just a few of the great 
items available to bid on.

Get rid of those “cabin 
fever blues” by enjoying 
great food and company 
while aiding the less for-
tunate in this area. 

Contact Florence Food 
Share, 541-997-9110 or 
www.florencefoodshare.
org to purchase tickets, ar-
range group seating, or for 
more information. 

Tax Consultation and Returns Prepared for Individuals and Small Businesses

SIUSLAW TAX SERVICE

Steve Tollett EA, LTC#31428-C

Free Estimates - Call Now

1958 E. 17th Street 541-997-9249

P.O. Box 36000 (800) 873-9249

Florence, OR 97439 fax 541-997-5180

Email: steve@siuslawtax.com

Envisioning 2020
Th e Siuslaw 20/20 Community Art 

Show at the Florence Events Center 
shows Siuslaw Inspired Art for the new 
2020 decade.

Community artists entered works that 
celebrate the Siuslaw Area as it looks for-
ward to the new decade. Our area lends 
itself naturally to creativity, not only by 
its impressive natural beauty, but also as 
inspiration for all types of art and people. 

Th is show has been developed to help 
share those works of art that are inspired 
by or of the Siuslaw Region.

Th e show is up for the month of Janu-
ary 2020 at the Florence Events Center. 
An artist reception will be held Friday, 
Jan. 17, from 5 to 7 p.m. and is open to 
the public.
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