4A | tuespay epmoN | DECEMBER 24, 2019

NED HICKSON, EDITOR | 541-902-3520 | NHICKSON@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM

Siuslaw News
P.O. Box 10
Florence, OR 97439

Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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he following
editorial was first

published Sept. 21,
1897, in the New York
Sun, written in response
to 8-year-old Virginia
O’Hanlon’s poignant
question: Is there a
Santa Claus?

The thoughful and
heartfelt response from
then editor Francis
Pharcellus Church was
printed as an unsigned
editorial and has since
become history’s most
reprinted newspaper
editorial.

More than 120 years
later, its relevance
remains, not just in the
lessons offered regard-
ing the heart of child-
hood, but also in the
wisdom that we recog-
nize easily as children
but risk forgetting in
adulthood — unless
you “continue to make
glad” your own heart of
childhood.

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some
of my little friends say
there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see
it in The Sun, its so”

Yes, Viirginia, this 121-year-old editorial
remains relevent in the heart of childhood

Please tell me the truth,

is there a Santa Claus?
—Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-Fifth
St.

Virginia, your lit-
tle friends are wrong.
They have been affect-
ed by the skepticism of
a skeptical age. They do

Alas!  How dreary
would be the world if
there were no Santa
Claus! It would be as
dreary as if there were
no Virginias. There
would be no childlike
faith then, no poetry, no
romance to make tolera-
ble this existence.

We should have no

not believe except what enjoyment, except in
From the Editor’s Desk
Ned Hickson

they see. They think that
nothing can be which is
not comprehensible by
their little minds.

All minds, Virginia,
whether they be men’s
or children’s, are little.
In this great universe
of ours, man is a mere
insect, an ant, in his in-
tellect as compared with
the boundless world
about him, as measured
by the intelligence capa-
ble of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus. He exists
as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion
exist, and you know that
they abound and give
to your life its highest
beauty and joy.
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sense and sight. The ex-
ternal light with which
childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa
Claus! You might as well
not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa
to hire men to watch
in all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch
Santa Claus, but even
if you did not see San-
ta Claus coming down,
what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa
Claus, but that is no sign
that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real
things in the world are
those that neither chil-
dren nor men can see.
Did you ever see fair-
ies dancing on the lawn?
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Of course not, but
that's no proof that they
are not there. Nobody
can conceive or imagine
all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in
the world.

You tear apart the ba-
by’s rattle and see what
makes the noise inside,
but there is a veil cov-
ering the unseen world
which not the strongest
man, nor even the unit-
ed strength of all the
strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart.

Only faith, poetry,
love, romance, can push
aside that curtain and
view and picture the su-
pernal beauty and glory
beyond.

Is it all real?

Ah, Virginia, in all
this world there is noth-
ing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus!
Thank God! He lives
and lives forever. A
thousand years from
now, Virginia, nay 10
times 10,000 years from
now, he will continue to
make glad the heart of
childhood.

“Is There a Santa
Claus?” reprinted from
the Sept. 21, 1897,

The New York Sun.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-

paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid

political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above

criteria.

Email letters to:

nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

PrES. DONALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate Office
Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us




