2B | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019 |

SIUSLAW NEWS

Sailors from 1B

playing up to the standards
you can play;” he recalled. “I
challenged them to come
back out and not give
Triangle Lake any hope of a
comeback — and I feel like
we did that”

The biggest improvement
of the second half was that
the Sailors were able to get
inside more.

“Once we did that, every-
thing else opened up,
Wolgamott said. “They were
a lot more patient. They lis-
tened better”

Three-pointers  started
connecting, “and once you
do that, it makes everything
a little bit easier,” Wolgamott
said. “We were able to do
that and extend Triangle
Lakes defense, where we
were then able to get it
inside. That helped us out,
gave us some easy layups
and increased the lead to
where it was never really in
doubt”

Despite the win,
Wolgamott said there was
still room for improvement.

“We still need to put

together four quarters of
basketball,” he said. “We
played two really good quar-
ters, and two so-so quarters.
But hey, that’s why we prac-
tice. It’s still early in the year
and I still think we can get
better?”

Standouts of the game
included Justyce Wierichs,
who scored 19 points for the
Sailors.

“He’s the point guard
we've been needing,” said
Wolgamott. “He’s able to
calm everyone else down.
He makes everyone else
around him better, and his
motor is nonstop. He goes
110 percent.”

Sometimes, though, it can
get him into trouble — par-
ticularly at the beginning of
the game when, Thursday,
Wierichs quickly received
three fouls.

“But I would rather have
to calm a player down than
to try and rev him up,
Wolgamott said. “He’s one of
the top point guards in the
league. He’s proven that
game in and game out”

J] Neece also made a
strong showing on Thursday,
also with 19 points against

The Lakers.

“He brings a whole differ-
ent level and look)
Wolgamott said. “He can
play above the rim. He tried
to dunk it today. A little
unsuccessful, but he was
close. He got one last year,
and I'm sure he’ll get one
this year”

And he’s a smart player.

“When he makes a mis-
take, he corrects it and
doesn’t make the same mis-
take,” Wolgamott said.

Nate Neece had six points
and was the lead rebounder.

“He still hasn’t had his
best game yet, and I'm say-
ing that as a positive,” said
Wolgamott. “When he is on,
I don’t know if there’s any-
one as physical as he is in the
league, and someone who
can just take it to the basket.
He has no fear”

Other standouts of the
game included junior guard
AJ Moso, who is finding his
footing on offense becoming
an outside shooter.

“He’s taking pride in
rebounding as well. It's not
the points that always mat-
ter, it’s getting the steals. He’s
starting to realize that, and

becoming a smarter player
because of it} Wolgamott
said.

Also of note was Cody
Wierichs, who hit a 3-point-
er in the first quarter. He
missed a few as well, but
“You have to make the
defense respect you. That’s
not going to happen unless

sports program in general,
has a reputation to look after
now that the football team
made it to the playoffs.
“Football has set a tone
that we don’t just want to be
mediocre. We want to strive
for greatness. We want to be
a team that’s looked at as an
elite town throughout the

playoffs and our league,” he
said. “T feel like football has
changed the perception of
what we can accomplish.
And now, getting wins, we
want to get more and more
in and not just be satisfied
with winning a few games.
We want to take this”

you take them. He’s a fresh-
man, but his biggest thing all
year is his defense. I've been
really impressed with his
defense”

The Sailors are finishing
up the first month of the
season, playing a total of
seven games since Dec. 4,
winning two of those match-
ups.

“I's been a grind)
Wolgamott said. “When
they come back, it’s the heart
of league play and we have to
keep on going if we want to
make noise. Were a top-
three team in the league.
Where we fall in that top
three depends and how we
do coming back. I definitely
feel like we could be top
three if we give it everything
we've got.”

Wolgamotts believes that
Sailor basketball, and the
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points. “She made a couple
of back to back in there, got
some shots. But I think all
that starts with our defense.
When you play good
defense, it leads to good
offense”

The energy in the
Mapleton gym was high as
the Sailors looked to extend
their lead in the fourth
quarter, but a couple of well-
placed shots at the begin-
ning followed by two free-
throws put the Lakers back
on top. The game seesawed
for a few minutes, but the
Lakers pulled away in the
final minutes, with the
Sailors were unable to
recover.

“We got a little tired and
things slacked off;” Gray
said. “But for the most part,
our defense was really solid.
We saw some really good
things out of the girls. A lit-
tle better court awareness,
bringing the ball up against
the press”

As for things to work on,
the defensive rebounding
put the team in a hole on
Thursday.

“That was really the dif-
ference of the game. They
would get an offensive
rebound and would end up
either getting it back or we
would end up fouling them
and putting them on the
free throw line”

The Sailors are finishing
up their seventh game in
three weeks, which Gray
called a “brutal” schedule.

“It’s going to slow down,
and the girls will be able to
catch their breath. We'll be
able to have decent practic-
es;” Duffy said. “That’s been
an issue for us, because we
have one gym for all of the
middle school and high
school. When we have a
middle school game, we
can’t really practice here. So,
we don’t get as good as qual-
ity of practice time as we
need.”

But as the schedule nor-
malizes after the holiday
break, the practices will be
easier to schedule and Duffy
believes this will only
improve on what’s been a
season of progress of the
Sailors.

“To be honest, we don't
have anywhere to go but up.
We will get better with every
game,” she said. “They’re
playing with more passion,
more heart. And Ilike to see
that”
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Mapleton junior guard Briena Jensen takes it into the
paint against Triangle Lake.
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Maple Lane #6 - Build your custom home in a
gated community with full city services. Private
cul-de-sac .29 acre lot in Rhodo View Dunes Es-

tates. $19,995. #2210-13084475

Tim Sapp

Owner /
Principal Broker
541 999-8230
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im Hoberg is a Florence native,
J and has been working in Real

Estate since 1989.He has served
as a Realtor for over 30 years.He has
obtained several designations that
require continuing education, which
keeps him on the cutting edge of
the industry and he is constantly
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looking for ways to expand his
areas of expertise. Recently he has
earned the NAR Green designation
and the Senior Real Estate Specialist
designation.Jim enjoys helping
people find solutions to their real
estate needs and discovering why
Florence is such a great place to live.

JIM HOBERG
Broker/Owner
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FLORENCE SAW SHOP

& RENTAL CENTER

FLORENCE SAW SHOP HAS RENTAL EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR JOBS..
BOBCAT/BACKHOE / SKID STEER / COMPACTOR/ DINGO / EXCAVATOR /
JACKHAMMER / TRENCHER / TRACTOR / SCISSORLIFT/ CHIPPER
TILE CUTTER/ CHOP SAW / ASPHALT CUTTER / ELECTRIC MIXER / BLOWER
TROWELING MACHINE / AERATORS/ CHAIN SAW / WEED EATER
LAWNMOWER / PRESSURE WASHER / STUMP GRINDER / FLOOR SANDER

OPEN MONDAY—FRIDAY S8AMTO 5 PM
1550 HWY 101 & 9TH STREET 541-997-2653

THE OLD SCHOOL FURNITURE STORE
NEW FURNTIURE AT OLD SCHOOL PRICES

NEED A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP?
COMETO THE OLD
SCHOOL FUNITURE
STORE FOR A NEW
MATTRESS

WHILE YOU ARE
THERE CHECK OUT

BEDROOM SETS

Monday - Saturday 10-6 * HWY 101 & 6th sfreet
541-997-9424 FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY

The Old School Furniture Store

6TH & HWY.101 541-997-9424 MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-6

COME IN TODAY AND BROWSE ROOM AFTER ROOM OF NEW FURNITURE
BEST HOME FURNISHING
ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES

COASTER OF AMERICA
SPECIAL ORDERS— PICK YOUR FABRIC * FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY *

_STIHL 18 THE NUMBER ONE SELLING BRAND OF GASOLINE POWERED
HANDHELD OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT IN AMERICA.
FLORENGE SAW SHOP HAS CHAIN SAWS FOR HOME OWNERS AND PROFESSIONALS
ALONE WITH TRIMMERS — EDGERS - BLOWERS - BRUSHCUTTERS
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM
HWY 101 & 6TH
541-997-2653

FLORENGE SAW SHOP & RENTAL GENTER




