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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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MURAL NOT THE RIGHT
GREETING FOR VISITORS
I know this subject has been be-
labored and I may be old school,
but the mural entering our beau-
tiful city reminds me of areas in
Los Angeles and Southern Cal-
ifornia that we came here to get
away from several years ago.

LETTERS

While reading Wednesday’s pa-
per (Dec. 11), on the top of page
10A was an article and a picture
of an artwork piece.

Wouldn't that artwork piece by
Ed Gunderson — or something of
similar nature — have been much
more appropriate to greet visitors
with a refreshing look at what

our city is really about instead of

a piece of distasteful patchwork

that says nothing at all and is,

what I feel, an embarrassment to
the City of Florence?

Just my opinion.
—Linda Farrell
Florence

Climate change discussion should be vigorous, factual

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are
always welcome as part of our goal to
encourage community discussion and
exchange of perspectives.)

In Mr. Eales’ Guest Viewpoint
“The Climate Has Always Changed
and Will Always Change” (Now.
27), he stated, among other things,
that sea levels are not rising and
that anthropogenic carbon diox-
ide is not causing global warming.
His letter contained several refer-
ences to back up his statements.
All of his references except one
were either from papers over 30
years old or were from non-sci-
entific, partisan journals. I believe
these references were either mis-
leading or possibly misinterpreted
by Mr. Eales.

To support his claim that car-
bon dioxide is not causing climate
change, he quoted a 1971 paper by
Dr. Stephen H. Schneider which
states “aerosols will help cool the
earth while CO2 plays a minor
role”

This is a very misleading quote.

When further study and calcu-
lation exposed major flaws in this
paper, Dr. Schneider himself pub-
lished a retraction in 1974 and be-
came a strong public advocate of
reducing CO2 emissions to com-
bat global warming.

To support his claim that sea
levels are not rising, Mr. Eales
quoted a 2017 study published
in Nature Communications, enti-
tled “Vulnerability of Louisiana’s
Coastal wetlands to present-day
rates of relative sea-level rise”
(www.nature.com/articles/incom-
ms14792). The quote was “A re-
cent analysis of surface-elevation
change (SEC) and vertical accre-
tion (VA) data from marshes in
North American and Europe sug-
gests that concerns about marsh
vulnerability to sea-level rise may
have been overstated”

I read this study and felt the
quote used by Mr. Eales about
“sea-level rise being overstated”

was taken out of context. That
quote is found in the paper’s in-
troduction and is not the paper’s
conclusion. In that quote, the au-
thors are telling the reader why the

GUEST VIEWPOINT
By Vickie Philbin

Florence

study was undertaken in the first
place.

The conclusions of the paper do
not support Mr. Eales’ contention
that sea-level rise is insignificant.
In fact, the paper states his views
are incorrect.

However, I am not a climate sci-
entist, so I emailed the authors of
the Nature Communications paper
to ask their thoughts on the mat-
ter. I received a response from Dr.
Krista Jankowski, the lead author
of the paper in question, one that
Mr. Eales quotes and cites as a ref-
erence to support his views.

Her email read, in part, as fol-
lows:

“Thank you for your email. Mr.
Eales’ letter misrepresents the
facts, not only from the Tulane
paper but also in his commentary
on the case of Isle de Jean Charles,
La. The quote that Mr. Eales takes
to be an admission that ‘marsh
susceptibility to sea-level rise has
been overstated’ is a misinter-
pretation of our work. The study
that says marsh vulnerabilities are
overstated is not the Tulane study,
but one that our conclusions re-
fute. This is an example of cherry
picking a line from a paper and
not providing the full context: Our
study shows sea-level rise is in fact
very much putting coastal Louisi-
ana marshes at risk.

“Additionally, it seems clear that
Mr. Eales is conflating sea-level
rise with relative sea-level rise in
his consideration of the communi-
ty of Isle de Jean Charles. It is true
that coastal Louisiana is facing sea
level rise rates that are higher than
average because the land beneath

Louisiana is sinking. However,
that by itself is not the only con-
tributor to the risk of coastal Loui-
siana and communities like Isle de
Jean Charles. These places would
still be facing struggles without
changes to the rate of sea-level
rise. However, those changes are
projected to continue and will
only make the situation worse.

“It is unfortunate, to say the
least, to see the continued misrep-
resentation of years-long scientific
research and dedicated efforts to-
wards understanding these issues
being perpetuated”

Regarding references in the
Guest Viewpoint “Another View-
point on the Climate Change Dis-
cussion” (Dec. 4), Cliff Worely
chastises the Siuslaw News for not
providing more documentation
in its three-part series regarding
climate change. The Siuslaw News
already provided documentation
in support of how 97 percent of
climate scientists believe fossil fuel
emissions from human activities
are increasing the rate of global
warming.

In the NASA website mentioned
by Mr. Worley himself, there are
an additional seven articles that
support the “97%” statement.

Mr. Worley correctly presents
statistics from the NASA website,
but the scientists from NASA (and
many other scientists) most defi-
nitely do feel this is a crisis and
they outline this well in their ex-
planations of the data.

In response to Mr. Worely’s
comments regarding Letter Writ-
er Michael Allen’s proposal of
“demanding local officials to act
on climate change,” I would offer
a reference of my own: The U.S.
Constitution.

In America, we are the govern-
ment.

Climate change is something
that should be vigorously dis-
cussed. But if something can be
fact-checked and is shown to be
false, that is not an opinion.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above

criteria.

Email letters to:

nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

PrES. DONALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate Office
Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us



