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Reach out, take care of 

each other

This time of year is when you 
will undoubtedly receive many 
requests from nonprofit orga-
nizations. The ways our com-
munity steps up to help others 
consistently reminds me of why 
we live here: we reach out and 
take care of each other.

Many of you have followed 
First Step since we began our 
housing program in 2018 and 
we are grateful for your support 
and generosity.

We have more good news: one 
of our families has graduated 
into a home. They are very hap-
py as they were our first family 
who moved out of a tent, into a 
trailer, took care of their debts 
and are now moving on with 
their lives. 

We could not have done it 
without our community’s sup-
port, the hard work of the fami-
ly and our volunteers.

A helping hand is sometimes 
all that is necessary to make a 
difference in the life of anoth-
er. It is the heart-felt outreach 
to members of our community 

that makes a huge impact. 
May you enjoy a wonderful 

holiday season.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Lenox
Board Member, First Step.

—Kathryn Lenox
Florence

First Step Board member

(Editor’s note: For more in-
formation about the nonprofi t 
First Step program, visit www.
firststep community.com.)

Try controlling global 

population, not 

temperature

Enough with the politicaliza-
tion of “global warming.” It is 
a naturally occuring event we 
can’t control. However, having 
my 10-year-old granddaughter 
being told that the world will 
end when she is 22 years old can 
be controlled.

Enough with the plastic 
straws and bags. Before you get 
rid of them, get rid of dispos-
able diapers for kids and adults, 
along with tampons and femi-
nine pads that will never break 

down in a landfill.
Get rid of all the sanitary 

plastic wraps and containers 
and go back to brown paper and 
cardboard — but don’t dare cut 
down a tree.

The real gorilla in the closet is 
7.7 billion carbon dioxide and 
methane-spewing humans and 
their meat supply.

In 1950, there were 2 billion; 
today, we are heading toward 
10 billion. A lack of resources 
combined with overpopulation 
has already terminated many 
civilizations around the world. 
This was the underlying cause 
spreading the Black death that 
killed 70 percent of Europe.

We have a far better chance 
of controlling global population 
than we do global temperature.

—Martin Cable
Florence

(Editor’s note: According to 
the World Health Organiza-
tion, the Black Death (i.e., Great 
Plague or Black Plague) of the 
14th century is estimated to 
have killed between 30 and 60 
percent of Europe’s population.)
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WHERE TO WRITE

The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.
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Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or 
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only name and city will be printed. Letters should 
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“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

Today, Americans are 
remembering the sacri-
fice made by the 2,403 
servicemen killed in the 
attack on Pearl Har-
bor some 78 years ago, 
along with the 1,178 
who were wounded

Last year’s remem-
brance marked another 
somber occasion: It 
was the first time a 
USS Arizona survivor 
wasn’t present for the 
7:50 a.m. commemora-
tion of the more than 
900 servicemen who 
remain entombed in the 
battleship.

All told, only three 
crew members from 
that morning attack re-
main alive today as the 
few remaining voices 
from that horrific “Day 
of infamy” grow quiet. 

Lauren Bruner, the 
second-to-last sailor to 
escape the sinking USS 
Arizona, died this past 

September at age 98, 
leaving Don Stratton, 
Lou Conter and Ken 
Potts as the only former 
crewmen remaining 

from the 337 men who 
survived the attack on 
the battleship

As a child, I was only 
peripherally aware of 
the Vietnam War and 
even less so of the Ko-
rean War, which ended 
before I was born. Yet, 
as the last shot was be-
ing fired in Vietnam, I 
already knew what Pearl 
Harbor was. 

I knew how a quiet 
Sunday morning was 
transformed into a fiery 
nightmare by Japanese 
planes — and how, in 
less than nine minutes, 
more than 900 men be-
came entombed in the 
wreckage that now rests 
like a shadow below the 
harbor’s surface.

I also came to know 
how the morning was 
filled with as many acts 
of heroism and sacrifice 
as moments of unimag-

inable horror.
Over the years, imag-

es in textbooks, com-
memorative issues from 
publications like Time 
magazine and stories 
captured in movies 
impressed upon me the 
virtues of valor. 

At the same time, and 
perhaps more impor-
tantly, those images and 
stories that surface each 
year — much like the 
slowly recurring “black 
tears” of oil that still 
bubble to the surface 
from the USS Arizona 
— serve as a reminder 
of the ultimate price 
demanded by a world 
at war.

In an age when many 
entertain themselves 

with gaming systems 
that center around 
violent acts of war, the 
lessons learned from the 
sacrifices of the past are 
in danger of becoming 
diluted by pre-packaged 
and rewards-driven 
“acts of valor.” 

Underscoring this 
is the gradual and 
inevitable silencing of 
those voices who lived 
through that infamous 
day in our history.

As a result, the les-
sons learned from those 
sacrifices in our past 
aren’t digging nearly 
as deep a groove in the 
minds of our children 
and our culture as they 
once did. 

And history forgot-
ten is history bound to 
repeat itself. 

As the voices of Pearl 
Harbor grow silent, it 
is more important than 
ever that we ensure 
the black tears slowly 
surfacing from the USS 
Arizona are never for-
gotten — nor the reason 
for which they continue 
to be shed.

From the Editor’s Desk
Ned Hickson
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Remembering our ‘Day of Infamy’ is 

becoming more important than ever


