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The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

Siuslaw News
P.O. Box 10
Florence, OR 97439

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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he countdown has be-
gun. Before long, thou-
sands will be in the kitchen
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As a service to readers, we
felt a responsibility to help
educate people about food-
borne illness by offering a
special holiday feature I'm
calling:

Don't lose your giblets this
Thanksgiving.

Being a writer and jour-
nalist, I've naturally spent a
good portion of my career
working in the food service
industry.

And like most writers,
it was there that I was able
practice my craft and even-
tually acquire something
that ALL good writers must
have:

A Food Handler’s Card.

Because of this, I can
stand before you as some-
one highly qualified to talk
turkey.

Unless you actually live
on a turkey farm (in which
case youll be serving ham
or nachos or meat loaf or
microwaveable pork rinds
or anything BUT more tur-
key this Thanksgiving),
your bird has probably been
somewhere in the bottom of
the freezer since last January
— in most cases, right next
to that unlabeled contain-
er of something which, in
its frozen state, has become
completely unrecognizable.

This means that you will
have to thaw your turkey be-
fore cooking it.

To estimate how long the
thawing process should take,
the rule of thumb is 24 hours
for every five pounds, which
means that if you forgot to
pull your bird out ahead of

turkey with a blow torch like
the rest of us.

Once its thawed, reach
into the abdominal cavi-
ty and remove the giblets,
which, apparently, all tur-
keys conveniently wrap in
wax paper and then swallow
moments before death.

If you choose to cook the
stuffing inside the turkey,
make sure that you don't
over-stuff the body cavity.
This can impede the cooking
process and provide a breed-
ing ground for foodborne
illness.

In addition, the expansion
of cooked bread crumbs in
a confined space can lead to
what culinary experts call
syn-
drome. Though it’s not le-

“Exploding Turkey”

thal, it will mean a substan-

everyone waits for you to
scrape the stuffing from the
ceiling.

Important tip for first-tim-
ers: Once the bird has been
stuffed, remember to put the
legs into a tucked position
using twine or a metal clip.

This is important because,
if you don't, the legs WILL
spring up and do the splits
at some point during dinner.

Okay, not really.

But if that does happen,
you may want to put the tur-
key back into the oven for a
while — assuming you hav-
en't lost your giblets...

Our best wishes to you
and yours for a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday!
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Hood River acts on Climate Change. How about Florence?

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to
encourage community discussion and
exchange of perspectives.)

I wish to report on my conversation
with Kate McBride, mayor of Hood
River, Ore., about a Climate Emergen-
cy Resolution that was passed by the
Hood River City Council on Nov. 12.

Hood River became the first city in
Oregon to pass such a resolution.

Mayor McBride outlined the two-
year process that led to this resolution
and pointed to one of the main reasons
for its successful passage — namely
that there was only one climate denier
on the six person Council.

Students at the local high school
were also instrumental by presenting
their own resolution, which was used
in part in the adopted resolution. The
city made use of an intern under a sti-

pend from the University of Oregon
to help with development of the res-
olution.

Elements of an energy plan with
many actionable items developed by
the Hood River County Energy Plan-

GUEST VIEWPOINT

By Michael Allen
Climate Emergency Campaign

ning Council, which Mayor McBride
served on, will be used going forward.

In addition, the City will hire some-
one to help guide them in the imple-
mentation of strategies outlined in the
resolution.

I was struck by the similarities be-
tween our efforts to educate our re-
spective communities about the cli-
mate emergency. Both communities
are comparable in size with 2017 pop-

ulations of 7,686 in Hood River and
8,947 in Florence.

However, a big difference is in how
our respective city councils reacted to
the alarms raised by its citizens. The
Florence City Council under the lead-
ership of Mayor Joe Henry declined
to respond to requests to address the
climate crisis, first two years ago, and
more recently in July.

I am inviting environmental activ-
ists to join me at City Hall every Fri-
day for a Climate Strike protest, rain
or shine, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., with
signs demanding the city council act
on the climate crisis. I am thankful
for the more than 20 people who have
signed our petition to demand action
from the mayor and Florence City
Council.

Together, we can make the City
Council respond to the climate emer-
gency by following the example of
Hood River.

Climate has always changed and will always change

(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint submis-
sions on this and other topics are al-
ways welcome as part of our goal to
encourage community discussion and
exchange of perspectives.)

In Response to the Guest Viewpoint
by Bryan Haydel (“Louisiana Land
Mass Is Shrinking, Not Increasing,”
Nov. 20):

One can pick any area on the plan-
et and bemoan man’s interference. A
2015 federal study put California as
the No. 1 risk of catastrophic flooding
— higher than the southern hurricane
states. According to the study, Sacra-
mento could suffer a disaster to make
what happened in Houston look like
a rainy day.

Mr. Haydel is incorrect that 97 per-
cent of climate scientists agree. It is a
made-up statistic and there are plenty
of reputable references to refute it if
one just bothers to look. Hundreds of
climate scientists have resigned from
the IPCC [Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change] due to claims of
data falsification.

Earlier this year, Dr. Nils-Axel
Morner, who resigned from the IPCC,
stated, “There is no rapid sea-lev-
el rise going on today, and there will
not be. ... On the contrary, if anything
happens, the sea will go down a little”

(“UN IPCC Scientist Blows Whistle
on Lies About Climate, Sea Level”
www.thenewamerican.com/tech/en-
vironment/item/31472-un-ipcc-sci-
entist-blows-whistle-on-un-climate-
lies)

GUEST VIEWPOINT
By lan Eales

Florence

Isle de Jean Charles is sinking rath-
er than flooding from sea level rise. To
say that climate change is responsible
is a red herring. A 2017 study at Tu-
lane University found that subsidence
is the primary cause. “A recent analy-
sis of surface-elevation change (SEC)
and vertical accretion (VA) data from
marshes in North America and Eu-
rope suggests that concerns about
marsh vulnerability to sea-level rise
may have been overstated” (www.na-
ture.com/articles/ncomms14792)

It is interesting to note the Ste-
phen H. Schneider, one of the IPCC
founders, wrote in 1971, “It is found
that even an increase by a factor of 8
in the amount of CO2, which is highly
unlikely in the next several thousand
years, will produce an increase in the
surface temperature of less than 2°K”

[Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide and
Aerosols: Effects of Large Increases on
Global Climate]

Similar results were returned 20
years earlier at Harvard and the Brit-
ish MO. Schneider then said in 1989,
“We have to get some broad-based
support to capture the public’s imagi-
nation. That, of course, entails getting
loads of media coverage. So, we have
to offer up scary scenarios, make sim-
plified, dramatic statements and make
little mention of any doubts we might
have.

This ‘double ethical bind” which we
frequently find ourselves in cannot
be solved by any formula. Each of us
has to decide what the right balance
is between being effective and being
honest. I hope that means being both”

(Discover, October 1989,) [Empha-
sis added]

The Sahara Desert was once a lush
garden. Ditto Mesopotamia. The Ana-
sazi in New Mexico were driven out by
climate change long before the current
CO2 hysteria. Decades of drought co-
inciding with the end of the Medieval
Warm Period drove them off their for-
merly verdant land.

The climate has always changed.

The climate will always change.

Like the Anasazi, we must adapt.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-

paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid

political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn't follow the above

criteria.

Email letters to:

nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

PRrES. DONALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate Office
Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us



