
Col. Sam Spayd has 
handed over the ‘Red Kettle 
Keys’ of Florence to local 
resident Colinda Harris. 
Each year from the day 
after Thanksgiving until 
Christmas Eve, The Salva-
tion Army of Western Lane 
County has volunteers sta-

tioned outside major gro-
cery and retail stores in 
Florence as well as a ‘rov-
ing’ kettle that in the past 
has been kept on the Old 
Town Barbershop. 

It is available for visits to 
local service organizations 
and special events.

“Last year, over 100 good 
people stood at our kettles, 
some for several two-hour 
shifts,” said Spayd, who was 
kettle coordinator for the 
past two years. “Our new 
kettle coordinator will need 
these folks and more to step 
up and serve again.”  

Harris served during the 
first Gulf War in the U.S. 
Navy aboard the U.S.S. 
Shenandoah. She left the 
Navy and came to Florence, 
where she has worked with 

seniors. She is the mother 
of five and grandmother of 
seven. Her husband John 
is a mechanic and has an 
extensive collection of re-
mote-control airplanes he 
has built.

Maj. Hendrik Sumpter 
has overseen the Service 
Extension Units of The 
Salvation Army in Oregon, 
like Florence. He recom-
mended to the local Advi-
sory Committee how the 
moneys from the Red Ket-
tle Campaign can best be 
spent — with 90 percent of 
the moneys raised staying 
in Western Lane County. 

Anyone interested in 
serving as a volunteer Red 
Kettle Bell Ringer can call 
Harris at 541-707-0920. 

Service organizations 

and churches can also con-
tact her about special op-
portunities to contribute 
to the kettles or supplying 
volunteers.

Red Kettle Kickoff 
Checks can be mailed to 
The Salvation Army, P.O. 
Box 1041, Florence, Ore., 
97439 and will be credited 
to the local campaign. 

All such donations re-
ceived on or before Dec. 
25 in the local P.O. Box 
1041 will be credited to this 
year’s campaign. 

The Kick Off total thus 
far will be announced by 
KCST on Friday morn-
ing by on-air personalities 
and Red Kettle Volunteers 
Wayne Sharpe and George 
Henry.
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THERE IS NO “FREE LUNCH”
Advice from a Funeral Director…
It’s always good to listen, but before you sign up for cremation or burial arrange-
ments with an out of town advertiser representing themselves as your “local 
experts”, always do your research.

Burns’s Riverside Chapel
Florence Funeral Home

2765 Kingwood St. • Florence, OR
541-997-3416 24 Hours

burnsriversidechapel.com

Affordable
Burial

Cremation

Ask these important questions:
     • Are they really “local” with staff and facilities in your community?

     • Are they really saving you money by signing up with them?

     • Are they going to refund 100% of your money if you change your mind?

Our conveniently located office is locally owned and staffed by our neighbors, people right here 

in your community.  We care about our community and offer simple and economical pre-arranged 

cremation and burial plans for over 32 years.  Do your homework, support local and save money.

DIGNITY • RESPECT • INTEGRITY

WE GUARANTEE THAT OUR PRE-ARRANGED CREMATION OR BURIAL

TRUST PLANS WILL BE LESS EXPENSIVE AND 100% REFUNDABLE SHOULD

YOU MOVE OR CHANGE YOUR MIND.

* 5%- another broker brings the buyer (2.5% listing 

agent 2.5% buyers agent)

* 3.75%- listing agent brings the buyer, no other 

agents involved. 

* 2%- seller brings the buyer, no other agents 

involved. 

* 0%- you owe nothing if your home does not sell by 

contract expiration date.

Plan includes: Competitive Commission Rates.  Creative 

& Aggressive Marketing Campaign. Complimentary 

Home Warranty during listing period, transferred to 

the new buyers at closing. Open Houses. Yard sign w/

fl yer box. Professional Photography including drone 

aerial pictures. MLS Listing seen on over 3,000+ Real 

Estate Search Websites. NO hidden fees, CANCEL 

anytime, NO fees paid until the homes sells. 

- PROVEN RESULTS & SALES STATS - 

SAVE MORE MONEY, KEEP MORE PROFITS -

To get the no obligation process started contact local Real Estate expert:

Andrea Kirkpatrick, Licensed Broker in Oregon

Hybrid Real Estate

541-505-1943 • oregonbrokerandrea@gmail.com

COMPLIMENTARY SELLERS HOME 
WARRANTY DURING LISTING PERIOD 

WHEN YOU SELL WITH US!
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WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP CAR CENTER
• Full Service Repair • Tire sales

• ASE Certifi ed Technician 
• Over 16 years experience

Locally Owned. Community Minded

Community News

New coordinator for local ‘Red Kettle’ program

COURTESY PHOTO

New Red Kettle coordinator Colinda Harris (left) with takes over for past coordinator Col. Sam Spayd

FACC to discuss holiday programs
FACC to discuss com-

munity holiday programs
The Florence Area Com-

munity Coalition (FACC) 
will hold its next monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, in the Bromley 
Room, at 9 a.m. 

This month’s topic will 
focus on Holiday Help-
ers for those community 
members who may need 
assistance. Guest present-
ers will be Carol Bennett 

of the Soroptimists Club, 
which provided Holiday 
Baskets for those in need 
plus other services, and 
Patrick LaNasa of the Elks 
Club, who will share infor-
mation on the club’s toy 
give away and free Christ-
mas dinner.

FACC meets the first 
Wednesday of every 
month. from 9 to 10:30 
a.m., in the Bromley Room 
of the library.

Festival to display nearly 400 Nativity scenes
Hundreds of manger 

scenes will go on display 
during the 14th annual 
Nativity Festival. The festi-
val is from 1 to 5 p.m. each 
day Dec. 6, 7 and 8 at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, 2705 
Munsel Lake Road (at the 
corner of North Fork and 
Munsel Lake roads).

Admission to the festival 
is free.

Most Nativity sets on dis-
play are on loan from local 
community members and 
families. Many are part of 
sets that have been collect-

ed for years. Children are 
invited to color their own 
book of the first Christmas 
story. Coloring sheets are 
also available so that small 
children can also partici-
pate. 

There will also be a seek-
and-find game sheet for 
children and families.

This event has grown 
from a one-day show dis-
playing 119 nativity scenes 
to a three-day festival with 
almost 400 crèches, tapes-
tries and other art forms 
depicting the birth of 
Christ. 

Displaying a Christmas 
crèche is a way to focus 
on the real meaning of the 
holiday. They can be made 
from many different ma-
terials and can vary from 
single piece displays to a 
whole entourage of shep-
herds, wise men, cattle and 
the Holy Family. 

The festival is open to 
people of all faiths and be-
liefs. All are invited to at-
tend and enjoy the musical 
concerts that are being per-
formed each day. Visit the 
festival’s Facebook page for 
more information.


