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Blackwell held up an exam-
ple of Scotch broom to show 
the students the bright green 
shrub.

“This is what it is,” Grano 
said. “You want to try to get 
the root.”

“As much root as you can,” 
Blackwell agreed.

Some of the Scotch broom 
targeted Wednesday still 
sported black seed pods and 
the iconic yellow flowers 
more evident in the spring 
and summer. 

“It’s making more broom,” 
Blackwell said.

He and Grano instructed 
the students on the best prac-
tice for pulling up the broom 
and demonstrated how to use 
the “Puller Bear” brand weed 
pullers.

“The idea of teaming up is 
the shovel person will dig the 
sand away from the root so 
the saw person can come in 
and saw it down,” Blackwell 
said. “The idea is to get the 
shovel person digging down 

around the plant, getting as 
much root as you can.”

People can also cut the 
plant at the woody, brown 
part of the stem, which can 
kill the Scotch broom below 
the surface of the sand. 

Grano insisted that the 
safety gear is required.

 “When you pull (Scotch 
broom) up, sand goes flying, 
or your partner will pull it 
out and wipe your face with 
it — not on purpose. But I’ve 
seen all that happen,” he said. 
“We used to have it optional 
to wear the gloves and glass-
es, but one time we ran out of 
bandages.”

For the next two hours, the 
students and volunteers dug, 
pulled, chopped and sawed 
their way through two large 
patches of Scotch broom near 
the H Loop of Honeyman, ul-
timately piling plants higher 
than their heads in large piles.

“It was hard pulling out the 
roots,” said Jazzlynn, one of 
the students.

“They started off in sep-
arate pairs, but these kids 
are so kindhearted that they 
grouped into teams to tackle 

large sections of the broom 
together,” Tregoning said. 
“They just knew it takes more 
than two. Nobody had to tell 
them.”

Student Claire said, “It was 
fun until we got to a really 
tough root that we couldn’t 
get out. It took eight of us to 
finally get it.”

Grano has worked with 
Stream Team for many years. 
Some of the students had pre-
viously visited the Oregon 
dunes in a fourth-grade field 
trip.

“I felt like we didn’t do as 
much when we were here in 
fourth grade,” said Ty. “We 
were just too little. We got 
a lot more done this time. 
We did a lot of fun stuff and 
helped the environment a lot.”

While the group achieved 
their goal of razing the patch 
of Scotch broom near H Loop, 
Blackwell said volunteers will 
need to come back to remove 
any new growth.

“We come through every 
couple years to comb through 
an area and make sure it is 
completely cleared of inva-
sives. At Heceta Dunes, we’ve 

been working there for five 
years, and in some of the ar-
eas we’ve gone back two or 
three times,” he said. “That’s 
why we try to get the young 
people involved, since it’s a 
generational thing.”

Grano agreed. “It’s our gen-
eration trying to pass it on.”

After working with the 
group to pull Scotch broom, 
Honeyman Park Ranger Ka-
tie Pollut led the students 
on a hike to learn about the 
dunes. She started near the 
single tree on the large dune
by Cleawox Lake.

“The dunes are always 
changing, and since they’re 
always changing, their im-
pact on the lakes is always 
changing,” Pollut said as she 
went through the process of 
erosion and how the dunes 
formed and led to the cre-
ation of the 32 lakes in the 
dunes.

She also spoke further 
about the vegetative process 
of the dunes, and how Honey-
man’s forested paths are part 
of an 8,000-year-old dune. 

“Ultimately, dunes become 
forests. This is exactly what 
has happened here,” she said. 
“This dune was a dune about 
8,000 years ago and was fully 
stabilized by the coastal for-
est coming in.” She gestured 
to the large dune by the lake. 
“On most sand dunes that are 
young and moving a lot, they 
should look a lot more like 
the one behind you. There 
shouldn’t be this many plants 
because the sand needs to 
move around. … By plant-
ing Scotch broom and dune 
grass, we actually accelerat-
ed the process. We’re seeing 
dunes turn into forests in less 
than 50 years. That’s quite the 
change.”

After a hard morning’s 
work pulling the broom and 
hiking around the recreation 
area, the students were re-
warded with the option for a 
bit more recreation, this time 
in the form of sledding down
the dunes.

For Tregoning, “I want to 
take the kids on a restoration 
project each quarter, so every 
10 weeks,” she said. 
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Florence Food Share
Ask us about volunteer opportunities.

2190 Spruce Street • P.O.Box 2514

Florence, Oregon 97439

(541) 997-9110

info@fl orencefoodshare.org

Habitat for Humanity
ReStore processing volunteer needed to help 

with donation sorting process.  For more 

information contact Floyd at 541-997-5834

Helping Hands Coalition
We are in need of volunteers on 

Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. 

We need volunteers to serve food, set 

up for meals and also prepare meals 

beginning at 11:00 am and fi nishing at 

2:00pm.

New Location: Community Baptist Church, 4590 Hwy. 101, 

Florence

(Across from Fred Meyer)

Meals on Wheels and Cafe 60
 Meals on Wheels are available to people over the age of 60 who cannot 

get out much due to illness or advanced age and who are not eating 

properly, regardless of income. Cafe 60 is available for those who prefer 

to make new friends in a dining room setting.

1570 Kingwood, PO Box 2313, Florence

541-997-5673

laneseniormeals.org

Memory Care Respite of Florence
Come join the team! Memory Care Respite of Florence is looking for new 

volunteers to spend time socializing, playing games, listening to music, 

and having coffee and lunch with our participating senior citizens. 

Our program depends on volunteer power to stay afl oat and time is 

running out! If you’re at all interested in socializing and relaxing with 

seniors while their loved one takes a break, please email us for more 

information. We need more volunteers like YOU to keep our program 

going. Contact us at  memcarerespite@gmail.com

Oregon Coast Humane Society
relies heavily on volunteers.

There are many opportunities to volunteer and a variety of skills and 

talents are always in need. Volunteer interest forms may be found online, 

at the shelter and at our Thrift Shop on Bay Street.

www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org/volunteer/

Peace Harbor Volunteers
Join the Peace Harbor Hospital Volunteers, you will fi nd an 

area of interest in a caring organization.

400 9th Street, Florence

541-997-8412 ext. 2218

Us Too Florence
Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who 

understands!”

541-997-6626

maribob@oregonfast.net 

www.ustoofl orence.org

To include your organization 

in this directory, 

please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support 

these local non-proft 

organizations in 

our community!

Volunteer

Get 

involved

Donate

We’ve got you

COVERED

business • homeowners • auto • life • health • medicare plans

ASK US ABOUT MULTIPLE POLICY DISCOUNTS!

COVERAGE FOR YOUR MOST PRECIOUS ASSET. YOU.
Contact Angela, Jodi or Paul to discuss your policy needs.

875 Hwy 101 • Florence, OR • (541) 997-3466

www.AbelInsuranceAgency.com

Serving Florence since 1990

Parade Begins at 2pm
Great viewing along the Port Parking Lot and Bay Street.

Tributes and treats for Veterans will be available 

at Veterans Memorial Park

and at several local restaurants.

www.facebook.com/FlorenceVeteransDayParade/

Florence, Oregon

Call 800-481-3280
or return the coupon today for  
more information.

Mail to: William A. Olson, Director of Planned Giving 
 The Salvation Army - Serving Western Lane County
 8495 SE Monterey Avenue • Happy Valley, OR 97086
E-mail: bill.olson@usw.salvationarmy.org   Visit: salwest.org
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In the immediate 

aftermath of a fire  

and in the everyday 

crises of life  

The Salvation Army  

is here to serve.

 Age Rate

 65 5.1%
 70 5.6%
 75 6.2%
 80 7.3%
 85 8.3%
 90+ 9.5%

Two-life rates available. 
Rates subject to change.

ONE-LIFE 
RATES 

Maxmize Your Impact  

With A Life Income Plan
®
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Features of a Life Income Plan: 

  Income For Life 

  Partially Tax-Free Income 

   Income Tax Deduction

  Asset Diversification 


