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Lets open up 

Oregon primaries

It certainly bothers me to repeat 
this again this year, but our elec-
tions are not free and open.  As an-
other election cycle is approaching, 
I again realize that I will not be able 
to cast my ballot for the persons I 
feel are best equipped to lead our 
government.

Primary elections are so import-
ant, because that is where we, The 
People, select our candidates to run 
for office in the general election. 

Oregon has a closed primary, so 
we get a ballot from our designated 
party and can only vote for those 
candidates.

I happen to be registered, and 
have been for decades, as “Unaf-
filiated.” The Independent Party 
accepts a vote from me and others 
who are not registered with one of 
the main parties, but I cannot vote 
for a major party candidate, be-
cause Oregon Primaries are closed.

Do the main parties not realize 
how many potential votes they are 
losing because they are protecting 
their ‘party vote’?

Let’s open up Oregon primaries 
so all of us can cast our votes and 
be a part of this democratic insti-
tution.

—Judy Roth
Florence

Suicide rate in our area is 

unacceptable

Florence’s suicide rate continues 
to exceed the national average. 

Lane County has roughly 100 
sucides each year, with Florence 
leading the county (per capita) 
in suicides as the central Oregon 
coast’s suicide capital.

This is more than what is — and 
what should ever be — acceptable. 

Suicide is treatable if good peo-
ple dare look up from their tech de-
vices to notice others in our com-
munity.

Why not be friendly? You never 
know if it could  help prevent a sui-
cide. 

Who are the kinds of people 
committing suicide here? Teachers, 
seniors at the local lodges, super-
market employees and even so-
called “suicide tourists” visiting the 
seaside to end their lives.

One argument is that people have 
a higher risk of death by suicide be-
cause too many of us are hunkered 
down in our own lives to the point 
we no longer “see others” due to 
overuse of information technology.

According to the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline (1-800-
273-TALK [8255]), the best advice 
for people wanting to prevent sui-
cide is to simply take the time to 
ask if someone needs help.

And then be there for them and 
follow up.

Connect to love, hope compas-
sion and empathy rather than tech-
nology.

—Dave Masko
Florence

Local writer’s symposium 

was truly inspiring

It occurred to me yesterday that 
a week had already gone by since 
I had the privilege to attend the 
“Words on the Coast” writers’ sym-
posium in Gardiner. 

The two days I spent driving back 
home to Monterey, Calif., allowed 
me enough time to reflect upon its 
impact and significance. The ther-
apeutic nature of this intense yet 
delightful experience continues to 
filter through my recent days spent 
of catching up with things here at 
home. 

The variety in presentations — 
and diversity of experiences of 
both the presenters and attendees 
— was shared with an honesty and 
depth that could inspire anyone at 
any level. 

The experience was far more 
than I expected. Thanks to pre-
sentations sharing a clear sense of 
priorities, well-defined, I can move 
forward, authentically motivated. 

Put me down for next year!
—David Blackburn

Monterey, Calif.
WOTC attendee

Issue isn’t climate change 

but elitist government

I raised a child before pampers 
were invented. Now, some cities are 
outlawing plastic straws — but not 
pampers. 

I lived in Los Angeles in the 
1970s — and the air quality is no-
tably better now, due to work on 
emission standards by auto manu-
facturers. 

The forests burn in California 
because, by law, the state will not 
maintain clear cut zones around 
high-voltage towers and power 
lines. Rather, they cut power to 
population areas to deter forest 
fires. 

This is not a sane policy when 
jobs and civilization depend on 
electrical power.

The extinction of whales can be 
prevented by laws that won’t allow 
whale harvesting. However, other 
things are not as simple. The indis-
trial and technical revolutions were 
a big deal during the 19th and 20th 
century. The thinking was that 
evolution allowed positive change 
in the make-up of our ecosystem, 
(including mankind). 

However, now the loss of one in-
vertebrate is considered a horror 

perpetrated by mankind. 
The issue is not “Climate 

Change,” but rather the issue is elit-
ist government control over every 
aspect of (y)our life: what we eat, 
what we wear, where we go and 
how we live. 

This is the opposite of liberty and 
freedom, which are gifts from God. 

—Ralph Ray
Florence 

Avoid hypocritical 

approach to environment

I hope to close the chapter on the 
continuous letters on CO2-sign-
holding by the road. I’d like to set 
the record straight on two vital 
misunderstandings in Debra Walk-
er’s Guest Viewpoint response to 
my letter (“We Can Act Locally 
And Think Globally,” Nov. 6) 

First, I wrote sarcastically about 
“today’s most prominent environ-
mental standardbearers.” I hope 
she didn’t honestly believe I was 
primarily targeting friends and 
neighbors actually out there doing 
the very things I praised. 

No. I was referring to celebrity 
activists flying private jets to hold 
grand speeches about the sacrifices 
“we” must make to save the planet, 
before flying back to their man-
sions where the garage alone uses 
more energy than Florence City 
Hall. 

The main point stands: I applaud 
the local efforts being done, and 
I have and will continue to help 
however I can. But I urge us not to 
adopt the hypocrites’ practice of 
shaming regular people for having 
to drive to work. 

The second vital misunderstand-
ing is our ability to affect the global 
climate. Please re-read my letter, 
and you will find that I was quite 
clear on the main concern being 
China, India and other developing 
countries. China and India alone 
have almost 10 times the popula-
tion of the U.S., both dramatically 
increasing everything from oil use 
and coal burning to using plastic 
and discarding it into our shared 
oceans. 

I stand by my assertion that any-
one reading this has absolutely zero 
say in the matter, and exercising 
our right to vote here has as much 
impact on the rest of the world as 
eating more salad to help an obese 
neighbor lose weight.

More can be said, so I would like 
to issue an open invitiation to Deb-
ra Walker or anyone else interested 
in continued a civil discussion over 
coffee. The editor has my contact 
information. River Roasters is nice, 
for example. My treat.

—Matt Danielsson 
Florence
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The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
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Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or 
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to 
include full name, address and phone number; 
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paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters 
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newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right 
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