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Haring is determined 
to make the Connector an 
affordable transportation 
option for those who 
are unable to drive or 
simply prefer not to 
drive. 

His company was 
selected to operate 
the connector ser-
vice by LTD after a 
bidding and vetting 
process determined 
the company was best 
suited to operate the 
route, due primarily to 
work Haring’s team had 
done running operating 
the Rhody Express.

“So far, rider numbers 
have been pretty good, 
and we are getting first-
time riders all the time. 
The new bus has been 
great, we have the bike 
rack on the front, and it 

has seen a lot of use al-
ready,” Haring said.

Lane County purchased 
a brand-new vehicle for 
the Yachats service, which 

was delivered earlier this 
year. The vehicle has 
large windows on both 
sides that run from front 
to back with viewing ob-
structions at a minimum. 
The new bus is equipped 
with a heavy-duty sus-
pension package and the 
seats are comfortable and 
roomy. There is also a lift 

for mobility challenged 
riders and state of the art 
emergency equipment on 
board.

One nice safety touch 

which is often lacking on 
commercial buses is seat-
belts. The twisting and 
turning inherent in the 
trip along the coast are 
minimized significantly 
when using the seatbelts 
and makes enjoying the 
amazing views, seeming-
ly around every corner, 
much more enjoyable.

Alan Haring, Josh’s fa-
ther, is the regular driver 
on the connector route 
and he has seen ridership 
levels fluctuate but slowly 

increase over time.
“I have some regu-

lars that come down 
to Florence to do 
some shopping or to 
go to Old Town with 
friends. I also have 
some riders that go 
to Yachats more now 
that they don’t have 
to worry about driv-
ing there on 101,” 

Alan said. “And, because 
of the higher sight line, I 
really try to keep the win-
dows clean, which can be 
a challenge with the ocean 
and the weather. But ev-
erybody seems amazed 
when they see how much 
more they can see riding 
up higher.”

The combination of 
the comfort and safety 
elements, and the higher 
vantage point of the bus, 
make for a noticeably dif-
ferent ride than a tradi-
tional passenger car.

The weekday service 
from Florence to Yachats 
has been gaining rider-
ship since its inception 
but still often leaves with 
empty seats. There have 
been some increases in 
regular passengers on the 
route, but ridership num-
bers have not been as high 
as organizers hope. 

This is meaningful as 
any future determination 
related to extending the 
connector service will ul-
timately be decided by the 
number of individual rid-
ers using the line. 

Haring hopes the addi-
tion of a Saturday option 
for riders will further ex-
pand the customer base 
for the connector service.

“Saturday service has 
been one of the most re-
quested changes when we 
have surveyed riders. I 
also collect feedback from 
some of the committees I 
work with and Saturday is 
always the first thing peo-
ple ask about,” he said. 

Saturday’s trip on the 
connector service was 
the first where I felt free 
to observe, from literal-
ly a new perspective, the 
beauty and rugged nature 
of the coastline from Flor-
ence to Yachats.

The height of the vehi-
cle and the large viewing 
areas allow riders to see 
above the traffic passing 
between drivers and the 
ocean traveling north and 
over the guardrails and 
the shrubbery on the trip 
south. 

Many people make the 
short but visually stun-
ning journey to Yachats a 
regular part of their lives. 
They look forward to the 
views of sweeping ocean 
waves rolling towards the 
shore and eagerly antici-
pate dining at one of the 
numerous restaurants that 
are tucked into the shops 
and stores adjacent to the 
bay. 

Now, thanks to the Flor-
ence-Yachats Connector, 
they can do so without the 
concern of driving home 
after a meal and a bottle of 
wine and they can sit back, 
enjoy the view and leave 
the driving to others.
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S T A R T S  H E R EFun

BRET LUCICH

& PAUL BIONDI EXPERIENCE

NOVEMBER 8 & 9

FRANCO PALETTA

& THE STINGERS

NOVEMBER 15 & 16

S T A R T S  H E R ELive Music
7PM - 11PM

ONE WINNER

GUARANTEED

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING

Saturday, November 30 at 10:30PM

PLUS $100 Cash & 100 Entries

Hot Seats Every 20 Minutes

from 7pm -10pm on

Fridays & Saturdays

Earn entries every Friday & Saturday.
One entry for every 50 points earned.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 • NOON-4PM

BUFFETUFFFEF
Thanksgiving

THREE RIVERS CASINO RESORT EVENT CENTER IN FLORENCE

$25 ADULTS   |  $10 CHILDREN 5-10

FREE 5 AND UNDER

EXCLUSIVELY at
Three Rivers Casino Resort in Florence

©2019 Califon Productions, Inc. “Wheel of Fortune” is a registered trademark of Califon Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

“We’re next to the Bridge”

100 Hwy. 101
See all Florence Listings at cbcoast.com

WOAHINK LAKE CLASSIC

05333 LEAVITT LOOP

RARE WOAHINK CLASSIC...Located in a quiet cove an updated mid-century 
modern defines lakefront luxury living! Pride of ownership inside & out! Lush park 
like setting! Priceless views of Woahink Lake! Dock/boathouse access to the lake. 
Tasteful interior w/ inviting kitchen, formal dining room & spacious living room. 
Elegant master suite w/ bath & reading room lower and upper-level windowed 
porches offer beautiful lake views. $799,000 #11829 MLS#19019818

COAST REAL ESTATE

541-997-7777

Price Slashed to $799,000!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Melody.

Melody Beaudro

Principal Broker

541 991-2151

4573 Meares St – Three 
lots in the beach area, sold 
as one, with potential ocean 
views from your new 2-sto-
ry dream home! Trail to the 
beach is less than a 1/4 
mile away. This is a fi xer or 
tear-down. Small detached 
garage. City water; septic in 
unknown condition. Surveyed 
recently. Use caution, broken 
glass. $260,000. #3031-
19516633
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“Saturday service has been one of the most re-

quested changes when we have surveyed riders. I 

also collect feedback from some of the committees 

I work with and Saturday is always the first thing 

people ask about.”

— Josh Haring,

Operator of the Florence-Yachats Connector Service


