
A fourth-generation 
Methodist preacher who’s 
pastored churches and start-
ed independent ministries, 
Florence United Method-
ist Church’s new pastor Dr. 
Karen Love Baisinger seems 
unable to ‘retire’ in any con-
ventional sense.

Baisinger’s appointment 
to Florence by the Ore-
gon-Idaho Conference of the 
United Methodist Church in 
July came as no surprise to 
the congregation who had 

listened to her preach eight 
times in the year before she 
was called. Described as ex-
pansive and accessible, the 
Tennessee native can slip 
“y’alls” into explanations of 
theological concepts as well 
as expressions of current 
popular culture.

“I’m a mystic,” Baising-
er explains, having started 
the interfaith Church in the 
Round in Olympia, Wash., 
that saw representatives of 
the Buddhist, Hindu, Native 

American, Christian and 
Celtic traditions come to-
gether for worship in 1993. 
“I want to undistort the 
Christian path from cultural 
accretion.”

The youngest of four 
women in her 1980 graduat-
ing class at Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary, she sought 
pastoral training after a psy-
chologist at a local religious 
university — who recog-
nized her calling to minis-
try in the vocational testing 
he administered — called it 
“deviant” because she was 
female. 

She received her Doctor-
ate of Ministry from Wesley 

Theological Seminary in 
Washington D.C. in 2005.

Trained as a counselor, 
Baisinger has herself taken 
a spiritual path that has led 
her to a variety of inter-faith 
ministries, all the while rais-
ing two children. 

Prior to her appoint-
ment in Florence, Baising-
er was Chair of Eugene’s 
First United Methodist’s 
Adult Transformation Team 
(Christian Education) and 
directed Keepers Cafe, a free 
breakfast for their homeless 
neighbors at FUMC Eugene. 
She partnered with Food For 
Lane County to expand the 
feeding ministry from an 

average of 20 guests to over 
180 each Thursday as well 
as lengthening the time pro-
vided for warmth, generous 
amounts of food, coffee and 
connecting from 30 minutes 
to about three hours.

Beginning Nov. 6, Baising-
er will lead a special 10-ses-
sion program on Transfor-
mational Resilience for the 
Florence community, sched-
uled from 5 to 7 p.m. on the 
first and third Wednesdays 
of each month. 

More information and 
pre-registration is available 
at the church office, 333 
Kingwood St., or by calling 
541-997-6025.

F
lorence City Club’s meet-
ing on Thursday, Nov. 7, 

begins at noon at the Ocean 
Dunes Golf Course Club-
house. Pete Roberts, the 
director of Camp Florence, 
will discuss the history and 
mission of the youth facility 
under the newest philoso-
phy of Positive Human De-
velopment.

A native Oregonian, 
Roberts graduated from 
Springfield High School 
and received a degree from 
Western Oregon University. 
He has devoted his career to 
the Oregon Youth Authori-
ty, working for five years at 

the Maclaren Correctional 
Youth Facility in Wood-
bury one year at the Hill-
crest School in Salem and 
21 years at the Grants Pass 
Youth Correctional Facility.

“I’ve always been aiming 
at getting to Camp Flor-
ence,” claims Roberts. A 
promotion, a vacancy and 
the stars aligned for him a 
year ago when he was hired 
as the director of the cor-
rectional youth facility and 
was able to move his family 
to Florence.

Once here, he felt himself 
fortunate to be supported 
by an excellent staff, saying, 

“Having been a high school 
and college athlete, I know 
the value of a good team 
and there’s a great one here 
at Camp Florence.” 

Roberts and his staff are 
immersed in developing 
their young charges’ ability 
to form healthy relation-
ships, appreciate commu-
nity involvement and move 
on from past mistakes.

“I’ve been impressed 
with how this town has 
embraced Camp Florence,” 
Roberts said. “These boys 
have worked hard to get to 
this point and they are com-
mitted to turning their lives 

around.”
One way that this happens 

is through intern programs 
such as the one Daniel and 
Frankie have been active in 
at Dr. Osborn’s veterinary 
clinic. Recently, Daniel was 
profiled in an article in the 
Siuslaw News before his re-
lease from Camp Florence. 
Frankie, his replacement, 
will be speaking about his 
experiences with animals in 
the clinic. 

A current program sim-
ilar to Maclaren’s Project 
Pooch, lets Camp Florence 
boys work with dogs that 
need socializing, a process 

that benefits both dogs and 
the kids working with them.

Roberts brought his wife 
and three children to Flor-
ence this fall. Two daugh-
ters are already away from 
home attending school and 
a son is currently enrolled 
at Siuslaw High School.

For those attending City 
Club’s meeting, lunch can 
be purchased at the club-
house bar and grill prior to 
the meeting. 

For further information, 
contact City Club repre-
sentative Annie Schmidt at 
541-997-1023.
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FUUF to hear about ‘Science of Mind’
On Sunday, Nov. 3, from 

10 until 11 a.m. at the Flor-
ence Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, guest speaker 
Rayma Davis will lead a ser-
vice titled, “Everything You 
Wanted to Know About the 
Science of Mind, but Were 
Afraid to Ask.”

One of Davis’ favorite 
quotes from Ernest Holmes, 
the founder of the Science of 

Mind, is, “I live in the faith 
that there is a Presence and 
Power greater than I am, that 
nurtures and supports me in 
ways I could not even imag-
ine.”

Come for a lively discus-
sion of the principles of the 
Science of Mind. People are 
asked to write questions on 
the paper provided, and Da-
vis will answer them.

The fellowship, located at 
87738 Highway 101 at Hece-
ta Beach Road, and is wheel-
chair accessible. Each service 
concludes with refreshments 
and a dialogue circle to ex-
plore the questions that 
come up during each wor-
ship service.

For more information, 
visit www.florenceuuf.org.

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Located at Munsel Lake Road and North Fork Road

Worship Services 10:00 AM Sunday
All are welcome!  541-997-7268 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
4590 Hwy. 101, Across from Fred Meyer –- 997-7418

Sunday School, 9:30a.m. – Worship, 10:45
Wed. Prayer - 6:00 p.m. –Wed. Ministries 1-8 Grade 7 p.m.

CROSS ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Corner of 10th & Maple –997-3533

Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Family Connections
Adult Bible Class, 9:30am on Sundays. 

Sunday Services, 9am and 10:45am.
florencecrossroadag.org • office@florencecrossroadag.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SBC
1935 25th St. – 997-7660 •  Pastor, Ron Allen 

Wednesday 6 p.m., Sun.; 11 am & 6pm, Bible Study 9:45am

Sharing the Hope and Love of Jesus Christ

 to our community by being Living Proof of a Loving God 

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2nd & Ivy – 997-2961 –Non-Denominational

Worship Service: 9:00 am & 10:30 am
Middle School and High School youth groups meet on 

Wednesday.

FLORENCE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pre-Denominational (Romans 16:16)

1833 Tamarack Street (2 blocks east of Hwy. 101 on 18th St.)
Bible Study: Sunday 10 a.m.; Worship: Sunday 11 a.m.

www.churchofchristflorence.org

FLORENCE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
12th and Nopal –997-9020 •  Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service@ florencenaz.church
Wednesdays Celebrate Recovery 5:30 pm

facebook:florenceoregonchurchofthenazarene 

FLORENCE EVANGELICAL CHURCH
1318 Rhododendron Dr. • 541-997-2523

Sunday Service 11am ( Children Sunday School)
Mid-Week Activities, all ages.

FLORENCE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
4445 Hwy 101 (South of Fred Meyer) – 997-3951

Worship on Saturday 10:30 A.M.
Adult/Children’s Sabbath School 9:15 A.M. 

FLORENCE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
87738 Hwy 101 at Heceta Beach Road

RUAUU?  All are welcome to explore the answer.
Sunday Worship Service ~ 10:00 a.m.

www.FlorenceUUF.org - (541) 997.2840

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Worship Services 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Adult class 8:30am • Sunday school 10am
Coffee Fellowship Following Service
2nd & Kingwood • (541) 997-6025

FOURSQUARE CHURCH
1624 Highway 101 (next to A&W) –- 997-6337

Pastor George Pagel – Something for the entire family.
Sun. Services: 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m. 

Website:florence4square.com

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.
21st & Spruce Street – 997-8113

Pastor Rachel Simonson – All are welcome
Adult Forum 9:00 a.m. – Sunday school !0:30

Worship Service Sun. 10:30 a.m.
www.florencenewlife Lutheran.org

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE  SIUSLAW
Traditional Worship Service 10:00 a.m. , Reverend Greg Wood

Sunday School and Nursery – Organ and Choir
All Welcome. Come as you are.
3996 N Hwy 101       997-7136    

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  (QUAKERS)
“War is still not the answer.” FCNL

We worship in homes at 11am Sundays

Call 997-4237 or 902-9511 for locations.

RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

L.C.M.S.
Every Sun., Bible Class 9 a.m., Worship Service 10 a.m.

85294 Hwy. 101 S.  –  997-8038 
DVD of Weekly worship service available.

Pastor Randy Benscoter

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2135 19th St. –- 997-6600

8:30am, Tuesdays, Morning Prayer
Sunday Services: 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  - Wed, 11 a.m.
Everyone Welcome – Come walk our Labyrinth.

SAINT MARY, OUR LADY OF THE 

DUNES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Masses: Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun.  11:00 a.m.

1.5 miles south of river on Hwy 101 –  997-2312

To be included in this directory contact 

the Siuslaw News at 997-3441, or drop off 

information at 148 Maple St., Old Town, Florence.

Join Us In Worship

4 lines, approx 15 words, 

$10 a week

4 week Minimum

Deadline 

3 p.m. Mondays.

439 Juniper St – The “Captain W Cox House” 

built in 1897. The Captain discovered the Sea 

Lion Caves in 1880. This American Tradition-

al 2-story home has 3 bdrms, 2 baths, a large 

den, and is located in the Old Town district. 2-car 

carport and 1-car garage. $368,000. #3008-

19585112

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Jan Jagoe

Broker

541 999-0879

www.shoppelocal.biz

+

Siuslaw 

News

WatchWatch
“In Search of the Lord’s Way”“In Search of the Lord’s Way”

Sunday, 7:30 AMSunday, 7:30 AM

KMTR Cable Channel 12KMTR Cable Channel 12

Western Lane Translator Channel 16.2Western Lane Translator Channel 16.2

Then visit theThen visit the

Florence church of ChristFlorence church of Christ

1833 Tamarack1833 Tamarack

Florence, OregonFlorence, Oregon

and experience the joy and simplicity ofand experience the joy and simplicity of

pre-denominational New Testament Worship. (Romans 16:16)pre-denominational New Testament Worship. (Romans 16:16)

Bible Study: Sunday, 10:00 amBible Study: Sunday, 10:00 am

Worship: Sunday, 11:00 amWorship: Sunday, 11:00 am

www.churchofchristfl orence.orgwww.churchofchristfl orence.org

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Richard Beaudro

Principal Broker

541 991-6677

4512 Heceta St – One of the last close access 

beach area lots with incredible views! Property 

includes 3 lots total, over half an acre of usable 

land. White water and sunset views with easy 

beach access. $299,000. #2931-19251264

Christmas Store

When you shop with us, you help make things better 
for homeless and at-risk animals in our community.

Open DAILY November 1 – December 24!
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Your go-to store for: 
Holiday Decorations

Gifts / Toys / Pet Gifts
Home Décor / Kitchen Ware

Trees / Wreathes / Lights
Clothing / Seasonal Gear

Cards / Wrapping Supplies
And so many surprises!

Visit us online: 

www.TheSiuslawNews.com

City Club to hear ‘Camp Florence: Our (not so) Best Kept Secret’

Baisinger appointed to Florence United Methodist Church


