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Does it really have to be 

all or nothing?

It saddens me that Patricia 

Burke chose to be “offended” by 

my suggestion (“Focus On Deeds 

Rather Than Words,” Oct. 26) 

that we focus on local efforts to 

preserve our environment, espe-

cially when she ended up listing 

pretty much the same local initia-

tives I suggested in my letter. 

The main issue we seem to dif-

fer on is that I think it is count-

er-productive to shame working 

men and women who have no 

choice but to drive to and from 

work to feed their families. I be-

lieve such demands for ideolog-

ical purity only fuels further po-

larization of our society, as if the 

only choices were either absolute 

adherence to some sect-like “cli-

mate wokeness” or burning old 

tires in the backyard just for the 

heck of it.

We don’t live in a perfect world, 

and thus we have to balance uto-

pian goals against reality on the 

ground. Most people must use 

fossil fuels because modern life 

demands it, and until the next big 

technical breakthrough comes 

around that’s not likely to change. 

In the meantime, we can all 

lead by example and do the kind 

of small efforts I outlined with-

out provoking conflict with those 

who do not yet share our concern 

for the environment.

But apparently, being in 95 per-

cent agreement isn’t enough any-

more. Has it really come to this? 

Must it really be all or nothing, 

with zero tolerance for the slight-

est heresy to the Official Gospel 

of Climate Change?

I wonder though: How can 

anyone possibly hope to bridge 

the gap and reach the hearts and 

minds of “the other side” if a mi-

nor disagreement with someone 

already sharing all the same basic 

concerns manages to offend you? 
—Matt Danielsson 

Florence
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Before becoming a 

journalist some 21 years 

ago, I was a chef for 10 

years working in Hous-

ton, Atlanta and even-

tually Portland. I had a 

simple mantra I repeated 

in every restaurant, from 

line cook to server: 

Never be in a hurry to 

serve bad food.

As a journalist and ed-

itor, it’s a mantra that I 

have applied to reporting 

the news, especially when 

it involves sensitive, con-

troversial or investigative 

stories within our com-

munity.

In an age where me-

dia outlets are constantly 

competing to “be first” 

to break news, there is a 

pattern of reporting that 

has evolved making in-

complete, unverified or 

single-sourced reporting 

acceptable in order to “be 

first.”

Some of this comes 

from the pressure within 

the media industry itself 

in an era of instant infor-

mation and access; some 

of it comes from pressure 

outside the industry due 

to social media’s ability 

to spread speculation, ru-

mor and assumption like 

wildfire through commu-

nity circles.

Never be in a hurry to 

serve bad food — or in 

the case of good journal-

ism, inaccurate or incom-

plete information.

In a front-page story 

that was published this 

past Wednesday in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel, 

where I am also editor, 

we reported on the ter-

rible broomstick hazing 

incident that occurred 

in a Cottage Grove High 

School locker room. 

Sentinel reporters had 

been working on the sto-

ry since late September, 

talking with people on 

and off the record; con-

tacting local police as 

well as the district attor-

ney’s office; working to 

obtain official documen-

tation, reports and veri-

fication; and cross refer-

encing our information 

to insure that we could 

offer a comprehensive re-

port that had been vetted 

through multiple sources.

We were in no hurry 

to “be first” in offering 

incomplete or unverified 

information to the com-

munity.

Understandably, some 

community members 

were frustrated with the 

lack of coverage in The 

Sentinel once larger news 

outlets such as KEZI and 

The Register-Guard be-

gan reporting informa-

tion provided by anony-

mous sources.

We took some lumps 

on social media but were 

determined to approach 

our gathering of infor-

mation — and eventual 

reporting — with objec-

tivety and thoroughness 

so that the community 

had a solid and accurate 

foundation of informa-

tion moving forward 

rather than half-truths 

and speculation.

In addition to wanting 

to provide accurate and 

credible reporting, jour-

nalists at smaller com-

munity newspapers also 

understand how their re-

porting can have real-life 

consequences — good or 

bad — for members of 

their community, wheth-

er it be the local govern-

ment, schools, business 

owners, the police de-

partment, victims or the 

accused.

Here in Florence, there 

is currently an investiga-

tion by the school dis-

trict into an incident in-

volving a student on the 

“spirit bus” who made a 

statement online about 

possible self-harm and 

potentially harming oth-

ers during the return trip 

from last week’s JV foot-

ball game at La Pine. 

According to Siuslaw 

School Superintendent 

Andy Grzeskowiak, law 

enforcement was con-

tacted and made a threat 

assessment, as is the dis-

trict’s policy. 

As of press time, the 

investigation had not yet 

been completed.

In the meantime, there 

has been a lot of specu-

lation about the incident 

— from how the school 

handled it to rumors that 

players were told not to 

talk about it — that have 

been spreading on so-

cial media and conveyed 

through some emails sent 

to our newsroom.

Once again, we are in 

no hurry to “be first” in 

making matters worse for 

our community or those 

within it by fueling ru-

mor or speculation with 

irresponsible reporting.

We hope you under-

stand that our reporting 

on this incident won’t be 

about trying to “be first,” 

but rather to be first in 

providing you with the 

information that is factu-

al and complete.

From the Editor's Desk
Ned Hickson

Siuslaw News

Never in a hurry to ‘be fi rst’ with bad information


