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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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Before becoming a
journalist some 21 years
ago, I was a chef for 10
years working in Hous-
ton, Atlanta and even-
tually Portland. I had a
simple mantra I repeated
in every restaurant, from
line cook to server:

Never be in a hurry to
serve bad food.

As a journalist and ed-
itor, its a mantra that I
have applied to reporting
the news, especially when
it involves sensitive, con-
troversial or investigative
stories within our com-
munity.

In an age where me-
dia outlets are constantly
competing to “be first”
to break news, there is a
pattern of reporting that
has evolved making in-
complete, unverified or
single-sourced reporting
acceptable in order to “be
first”

Some of this comes
from the pressure within
the media industry itself
in an era of instant infor-
mation and access; some
of it comes from pressure
outside the industry due
to social medias ability
to spread speculation, ru-
mor and assumption like

wildfire through commu-
nity circles.

Never be in a hurry to
serve bad food — or in
the case of good journal-
ism, inaccurate or incom-
plete information.

In a front-page story

were frustrated with the
lack of coverage in The
Sentinel once larger news
outlets such as KEZT and
The Register-Guard be-
gan reporting informa-
tion provided by anony-
mous sources.
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that was published this
past Wednesday in the
Cottage Grove Sentinel,
where I am also editor,
we reported on the ter-
rible broomstick hazing
incident that occurred
in a Cottage Grove High
School locker room.

Sentinel reporters had
been working on the sto-
ry since late September,
talking with people on
and off the record; con-
tacting local police as
well as the district attor-
ney’s office; working to
obtain official documen-
tation, reports and veri-
fication; and cross refer-
encing our information
to insure that we could
offer a comprehensive re-
port that had been vetted
through multiple sources.

We were in no hurry
to “be first” in offering
incomplete or unverified
information to the com-
munity.

Understandably, some
community  members

We took some lumps
on social media but were
determined to approach
our gathering of infor-
mation — and eventual
reporting — with objec-
tivety and thoroughness
so that the community
had a solid and accurate
foundation of informa-
tion moving forward
rather than half-truths
and speculation.

In addition to wanting
to provide accurate and
credible reporting, jour-
nalists at smaller com-
munity newspapers also
understand how their re-
porting can have real-life
consequences — good or
bad — for members of
their community, wheth-
er it be the local govern-
ment, schools, business
owners, the police de-
partment, victims or the
accused.

Here in Florence, there
is currently an investiga-
tion by the school dis-
trict into an incident in-

Never in a hurry to ‘be first’with bad information

volving a student on the
“spirit bus” who made a
statement online about
possible self-harm and
potentially harming oth-
ers during the return trip
from last week’s JV foot-
ball game at La Pine.

According to Siuslaw
School  Superintendent
Andy Grzeskowiak, law
enforcement was
tacted and made a threat
assessment, as is the dis-
trict’s policy.

As of press time, the
investigation had not yet
been completed.

In the meantime, there
has been a lot of specu-
lation about the incident
— from how the school
handled it to rumors that
players were told not to
talk about it — that have
been spreading on so-
cial media and conveyed
through some emails sent
to our newsroom.

Once again, we are in
no hurry to “be first” in
making matters worse for
our community or those
within it by fueling ru-
mor or speculation with
irresponsible reporting.

We hope you under-
stand that our reporting
on this incident won’t be
about trying to “be first,
but rather to be first in
providing you with the
information that is factu-
al and complete.

con-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above
criteria.

Email letters to:
nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

DOES IT REALLY HAVE TO BE
ALL OR NOTHING?

It saddens me that Patricia
Burke chose to be “offended” by
my suggestion (“Focus On Deeds
Rather Than Words,” Oct. 26)
that we focus on local efforts to
preserve our environment, espe-
cially when she ended up listing
pretty much the same local initia-
tives I suggested in my letter.

The main issue we seem to dif-
fer on is that I think it is count-
er-productive to shame working
men and women who have no
choice but to drive to and from
work to feed their families. I be-
lieve such demands for ideolog-
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ical purity only fuels further po-
larization of our society, as if the
only choices were either absolute
adherence to some sect-like “cli-
mate wokeness” or burning old
tires in the backyard just for the
heck of it.

We don't live in a perfect world,
and thus we have to balance uto-
pian goals against reality on the
ground. Most people must use
fossil fuels because modern life
demands it, and until the next big
technical breakthrough comes
around that’s not likely to change.

In the meantime, we can all
lead by example and do the kind
of small efforts I outlined with-

out provoking conflict with those
who do not yet share our concern
for the environment.

But apparently, being in 95 per-
cent agreement isn't enough any-
more. Has it really come to this?
Must it really be all or nothing,
with zero tolerance for the slight-
est heresy to the Official Gospel
of Climate Change?

I wonder though: How can
anyone possibly hope to bridge
the gap and reach the hearts and
minds of “the other side” if a mi-
nor disagreement with someone
already sharing all the same basic
concerns manages to offend you?

—Matt Danielsson
Florence

PrES. DONALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate
Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us



