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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

Siuslaw News
P.O. Box 10
Florence, OR 97439

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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FocCus ON DEEDS

RATHER THAN WORDS

The environmental movement
has had a huge upswing lately,
which is a basically good thing. As
an outdoor enthusiast for decades,
I welcome the increased awareness
for the need to preserve the great
outdoors. Heck, the natural beauty
of Florence was a key reason for us
moving here in the first place.

However, it makes me concerned
that the focus has shifted away
from the old principle of “Think
Globally, Act Locally”

Today’s most prominent envi-
ronmental standardbearers seem
to be more concerned about yell-
ing at the other people to do things,
rather than actually doing much of
anything themselves. Posting rants
on social media and holding angry
speeches has exactly zero benefit
except as virtue signaling to the
club of likeminded also vying to be
the Highest Paragon of Goodness.

If you really care about the envi-
ronment, accept your limitations
and do what you can here, in our
community.

Recycle.

Participate in
cleanup-efforts.

Plant something. Ride the bike to
work when weather allows, if your
situation permits.

But do not hold signs by the road,
trying to shame regular working
men and women about using fossil
fuels when they are simply trying
to get to work so they can feed their
families.

China is not going to stop build-
ing hundreds of new coal power
plants each year just because Joe
Plumber or Anne Nurse feels bad
about their relatively miniscule
contribution to potential climate
change. In fact, the U.S. has largely
been decreasing its CO2 emissions
over the recent decades; China and
India are growing theirs by leaps
and bounds.

That’s a problem, and a big one
at that. In fact, it’s so big I am going
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to make the bold claim that me or
anyone reading this will never have
one iota of say in the international
political machinations required to
fix the problem.

So why fret over things that are
so obviously beyond our control?

Focus on the here and now.
Planting a single tree has inifintely
more actual impact than a hundred
angry entries on social media.

“By your deeds shall you be
known” the saying goes; deeds, not
“by your posturing.”

So next time you go for a river-
side walk, take a minute to fish out
the plastic bottle bobbing by the
shore. That’s the kind of small, ev-
eryday actions you can do to make
a big collective difference — even
if it doesn’t generate a single “Like”
on Facebook.

—Matt Danielsson
Florence

THANKS FOR SUCCESSFUL

FARMERS MARKET

Thank you to all of the amazing
people who made our Florence
Farmers Market such a wonderful
success. The participating farms,
bakers and Master Recyclers did an
outstanding job and entertainment
provided each week was a bonus.

I loved meeting and greeting
vendors, pets, neighbors and just
friendly folks; every week was a fun
experience, not to mention the stel-
lar produce.

I especially want to thank the
Master Recyclers, who greeted us
each week with enthusiasm, sam-
ples and gifts of produce bags, oth-
er recyclable items and education.

I will miss my weekly foray but
am already looking forward to next
spring.

— Kathee McDermott
Florence

YAMAHA AT ‘GATEWAY’

SEEMS LIKE BAD IDEA
Is it just me, or does the prospect
of having the Yamaha dealership

move into the vacating Pro Lum-
ber location seem like a bad idea?
I'm sure someone smarter than me
has weighed all of the downsides
— and then decided to go forward
anyway.

Would the noise alone not be
reason enough to maybe consid-
er an alternate location, possibly
somewhere south of the bridge,
where the use of off road vehicles
actually begins?

The northwest corner of South
Jetty road and the 101 instantly
comes to mind since it would be
in walking distance to an area now
used by ATV’s to access the dunes,
and, appears to be as large as the in-
town location, maybe larger.

I guess I have visions of upcom-
ing backups as trailer laden vehicles
attempt to make turns off the 101,
from either north or south, all di-
rectly in front of what is supposed
to be our new “grand entrance” to
downtown. And I'm assuming the
business will maintain its service
department, which leads to anoth-
er question: Where will the me-
chanics test drive repaired or even
new inventory?

Will Second, Maple and even Bay
streets be used as testing grounds
when those situations arise?

I can only imagine the day I'm
having lunch outside Homegrown
restaurant, and having to listen
to mechanics and possible buy-
ing customers revving up vehicles
(which already have a fairly high
decibel rating) — all no more than
100 ft away from where I'm trying
to enjoy a good meal on a nice day.

After the city has gone to great
expense to improve our main drag
in hopes of attracting more tourist
trade, I can’t help but feel that this
one addition will all but nullify
everything else that’s been done.
Hope I'm wrong, and someone
smarter than me has it right,

—Gerry Welch
Florence
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LIS The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-

tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

POLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above
criteria.

Email letters to:
nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

PrES. DONALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(Di1ST. 5)
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JUST CALL
ME, PIERRE
DELECTO!

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate
Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

900 Court St. NE - §-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(Di1sT. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us




