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OUR PUBLIC WORKS IS 

SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF

For those who didn’t make it to 
the City of Florence Public Works 
Open House, you missed a very 
well put together event.  Aside from 
the generous food offerings, em-
ployees were available to talk about 
and demonstrate their respective 
jobs.

It felt good to see that the city 
already has some eco-friendly, 
cost-saving programs in place.  

If employee satisfaction were the 
only criterion, this would be a suc-
cess story. Factoring in public satis-
faction, there is a lot to be proud of,   

Thanks, City of Florence.
—Nan and Don Harvey

Florence 

WHEN VOTERS ARE 

DISENFRANCHISED, SENATORS 

MUST DECIDE

In a recent Letter to the Editor 
in the Siuslaw News (Voters Decide 
President, Not Senators,” Oct. 9),  a 
reader from Dunes City objected to 
Sen. Jeff Merkley taking a position 
for the impeachment of the leader 
of the present administration in 
Washington. 

He proposed the unique proposi-
tion that voters should decide who 
is president of these United States. 
I support his position completely. 
However when millions of voters 
are rendered voiceless by deliber-
ate partisan gerrymandering, Jim 
Crow era voter suppression and an 
archaic electoral procedure, some-
one must speak out. 

This administration does not 
represent the will of the voters only 
the that of an out of touch reaction-
ary minority, out of control corpo-
rations and lick-spittle sycophants 
jockeying for power. 

Keep speaking out, honorable 
Senator Merkley. 

Someone must.
—Frederick L. Miller

Florence

TRUMP TRAVEL HAS ALREADY 

COST TAXPAYERS MORE   
In his Letter to the Editor 

(“Compare Trump’s Travel Ex-
penses to Democrats’,” Oct. 5), Mr. 
Tony Cavarno suggested we should 
compare President Trump’s travel 
expenses to the Obamas’. 

So I did. According to a Forbes 
article from July 10, 2019, at that 
time Trump had taken a total of 139 
outings to golf courses (interesting 
side note: Of those visits only three 
were to non-Trump properties), 
had likely played 139 rounds of golf 
and was confirmed to have played 
88 rounds. 

The cost of these 139 outings 
was determined to be at least $105 
million. This number was arrived 
at “from a combination of an anal-
ysis from the HuffPost, the GAO or 
General Accounting Office, Politi-

co and the Washington Post.”
I wasn’t able to find any infor-

mation about Trump family trips, 
but the 21 trips Melanie took to 
and from New York City, Florida 
and Washington, D.C., in the three 
months between the inauguration 
in January 2017 and April 2017 cost 
more than $675,000, according to a 
Jan. 29, 2018, article at Money.com. 

These were not all personal trips, 
per se, but all were necessitated by 
the fact that she and Barron didn’t 
move to the White House until the 
end of the school year.

The total expense of the Obamas’ 
family trips for the entire eight 
years Obama was president comes 
to $114 million, according to Ju-
dicial Watch as cited in a News-
week article dated Nov. 12, 2017. 
By comparison, if Trump were to 
occupy the White House for eight 
years, his expense for golf trips, 
alone, is extrapolated to reach an 
estimated $340 million (according 
to the above-cited Forbes article).

As for Mr. Cavarno’s assertion 
that Democrats are campaigning 
for the presidency at the taxpayers’ 
expense, he might want to check 
out the Federal Election Com-
mission’s website’s page “Public 
Funding of Presidential Elections” 
because, while it is true that pres-
idential hopefuls do receive some 
public funding, they must also 
meet certain standards and re-
quirements to receive any funds. 

And if he wants the Senate to 
“pay attention to the nation’s busi-
ness,” Mr. Cavarno might want to 
take that issue up with Mitch Mc-
Connell.

—Debra Walker
Florence

HOW LONG WILL THE 

MURAL STAY THERE?
I want to praise the new proposed 

changes between the city and PAC. 
I hope this will be productive for all 
of the community. Especially, using 
our talented area artists. 

If I was younger and physical-
ly able, I would be more involved 
with the process other than writing 
to the newspaper.

My summer is now officially 
over. Having had seven out-of-
town families visiting from Rhode 
Island, Washington, Ohio, Califor-
nia, Hawaii, Eugene and Portland. 
I was repeatedly questioned about 
what seemed like graffiti. Only two 
recognized it as a mural but won-
dered what it was supposed to rep-
resent. 

Other comments included: 
“That doesn’t show what Flor-

ence is about.” 
“From that piece I wouldn’t 

know this was a beach town with 
some great recreational areas.”

“If they were going to have a mu-
ral greeting folks coming into the 
town, it should represent the town, 
not looking like the graffiti found 

in the larger cities.”
“Feels like I’m back in CA ... sor-

ry your town is trying to be a big 
city that allows stuff like that.”

“Nothing from that would make 
me want to stay if we weren’t seeing 
you.”

And, I feel one 5-year-old, 
summed it up best with her ques-
tion, “They were allowed to do 
that?” 

Her dad asked, “How long does 
that have to be up there?” 

I couldn’t answer that. But like 
one of the previous writers, I would 
also donate to have it removed. 

On that note, how long is the 
mural going to remain up there?

I look forward to reading updates 
on future projects for the area.

—Richard Mabius
Florence

DON’T KEEP OUR KIDS 

IN THE DARK

We are in a crisis — climate 
change is here. And it will only get 
worse if our politicians don’t do 
something about it. Our kids, to 
whom we leave this mess, need to 
know about it, understand it and 
know how to fight it. 

Yet when teachers teach the sub-
ject, surprisingly enough, some 
parents feel the urge to stop them 
from enlightening their kids about 
climate change and call the school 
to complain. 

Do these parents really think if 
we don’t teach it, it will not hap-
pen? Do they believe if kids don’t 
know about it it will disappear? 

This problem must be addressed 
and must be discussed so we can 
get rid of politicians that put mon-
ey before people, animals and the 
planet. If our kids understand it, we 
may have a chance. 

If we insist on keeping them in 
the dark, we are stealing their fu-
ture.

—Liat Meller
Florence

COME SPEED ON OUR RIVER, 

DESTROY OUR DOCKS

Hey Fishermen. Come to Flor-
ence and fish on our river.  No one 
will check your fish or your boat 
bottom. And, although it’s a no-
wake river, no authority will watch 
your speed.  So put those 90HP to 
225HP engines on your 16-foot 
boats and you can race each other 
up and down the river. 

Don’t worry that your wakes are 
destroying docks and loosening 
rip-rap that protect the banks of 
the river. No one with authority 
will bother you about your speed, 
life preservers or number of fish 
you’ve loaded into your cooler. 

So come to Florence and speed 
up and down the river while you 
break another dock.

—Gene Olson
Florence 
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Pres. Donald Trump

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111

Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

TTY/TDD Comments: 
202-456-6213

www.whitehouse.gov

Oregon Gov. 

Kate Brown

160 State Capitol
900 Court St.

Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens’ Rep.

Message Line:
 503-378-4582

www.oregon.gov/gov

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden

221 Dirksen Senate 
Office Bldg

Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229

www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley

313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510

202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997

541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio 

(4th Dist.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732

www.defazio.house.gov

State Sen. Arnie Roblan 

(Dist. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301

 503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080

 Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

State Rep. 

Caddy McKeown 

(Dist. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown

@oregonlegislature.gov 

West Lane County 

Commissioner

Jay Bozievich

125 E. Eighth St.
Eugene, OR 97401

541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@
co.lane.or.us

WHERE TO WRITE

The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.
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Letters to the Editor policy

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on 
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or 
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to 
include full name, address and phone number; 
only name and city will be printed. Letters should 
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity. 
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and 
depends on space available and the volume of let-
ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are 
unsourced or documented will not be published. 

Letters containing poetry or from outside the 
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor. 

Political/Election Letters: 

Election-related letters must address pertinent 
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large. 

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing 
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge 
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support 
candidates based on personal experience and 
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-
paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters 
to the editor column to outline their views and 
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid 
political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the 
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right 
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above 
criteria.

Email letters to:
nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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