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firefighters and medics 
on engines? Typically, 
that’s fire-based EMS,” 
Schick said. “But that’s in 
the future. Could we have 
EMS-only personnel? Of 
course, we could. Every-
thing I’m saying is just a 
guess. But we’re getting to 
a point where the agen-
cies are working so close 
together that combining 
won’t be that big of a dif-
ference for everybody. 

We’ll just go around and 
change everybody’s patch.”

Will this change the re-
lationship between SVFR, 
WLAD and other emergen-
cy agencies, such as Maple-
ton and Swisshome/Dead-
wood fire districts?

No. 
“There is an option if 

they wanted to join this 
authority, but nothing’s 
going to change,” Schick 
said. “Western Lane will be 
there for their ambulance 
needs and Siuslaw Valley 
will be there for mutual aid 
responses, so they won’t 
see a different. The rumor 
is out there that we’re tak-
ing them over, but there’s 
been no discussion on 
that, and there’s no interest 
in doing that. That would 
be up to them, and they 
would have to drive that 
process.”

U l t i m at e l y,  S c h i c k , 
House and others viewed 
WLFEA as a strengthening 
of both agencies.

“When you’re trying to 
build something, there’s 
a thousand puzzle pieces 
on the table,” he said. “We 
don’t have the puzzle com-
pletely filled out, but even-
tually it will be. Then we 
can say, here’s a roadmap 
[to merging]. But the goals 
haven’t changed. We’re still 
working together as one 
team. 

“I’ve always felt that 
SVFR and WLAD should 
be the powerhouses on the 
west coast, and now I’m fi-
nally seeing it come true.”
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mighty Columbia River as 
well as providing jobs for 
the many who were un-
employed as a result of the 
great depression. 

Using a renewable source 
of power — in this case 
water — has informed the 
manner in which Central 
Lincoln approaches the 
overall issue of renewable 
energy.

The business currently 
has in place a renewable en-
ergy program that provides 
incentives to homeown-
ers installing solar, wind 
and hydro energy systems 
that meet certain technical 
requirements for system 
compatibility. 

These incentives vary, 
depending on the type of 
system installed, and each 
privately owned renewable 
system must be approved 

by Central Lincoln before 
installation.

That focus on allowing 
Central Lincoln customers 
to participate in a renew-
able energy program is 
about to expand with the 
introduction of a new pro-
gram that will be based in 
Florence. 

Information provided 
in the company newslet-
ter “Boardlines,” which 
are messages from Central 
Lincoln Board Members, 
describes the impetus for 
the new program and how 
it is different in a number 
of ways from those already 
in place.

“Some customers can’t 
install solar because they 
don’t own the home they 
live in; or the roof isn’t ro-
bust enough to support a 
solar panel system; or the 
orientation of the home 
isn’t suited for solar; or 

there are too many trees 
obscuring their roofs,” said 
the newsletter, which states 
that Central Lincoln was 
looking for a way to sup-
port those who wanted to 
buy solar power and inves-
tigated options at the com-
pany’s Newport location 
before settling on the two 
Central Lincoln buildings 
in Florence.

The buildings, located 
at the corner of Highway 
126 and Highway 101, were 
selected as the location at 
which a number of indi-
vidual solar panels would 
be installed. The roofs of 
the buildings were oriented 
properly, and the structures 
themselves were solid and 
installation was relatively 
straight forward.

Boardlines stateed that 
customers will be able to 
“buy” up to five panels for 
approximately $330 each. 
A percentage of the en-
ergy output generated by 
the panels will be credited 
to their account and will 
be used to offset in-home 
usage charges. The rate of 
return on the investment 
for a panel will vary, de-
pending on weather condi-
tions, which are extremely 
variable in this area. Esti-
mates provided by Central 
Lincoln calculate a payback 
timeline of 9 to 10 years.

Chris Chandler, Public 
Affairs Manager for Central 
Lincoln, said she is pleased 
the nonprofit will be offer-
ing this opportunity to cus-
tomers but wants everyone 
in the district to have the 
same chance to purchase 
the limited number of pan-
els available.

“We ask that customers 
wait to receive a postcard in 
the mail from Central Lin-
coln after Oct. 21, before 
contacting us. In order to 
give all customers the same 
opportunity to participate, 
we will not have informa-
tion available prior to that 
time,” Chandler explained 
in an email to Siuslaw 
News. “There will be two 
ways customers can apply 
to participate: an online 
application and by coming 
into one of our offices.”

Central Lincoln also en-
courages customers who 
heat their homes with elec-
tricity to upgrade the insu-
lation, windows and exteri-
or doors as they may qualify 
for rebates, although some 
restrictions apply.

For more information 
on how customers can par-
ticipate in the upcoming 
Central Lincoln solar panel 
project, check for an official 
notification in your mail, 
scheduled to be sent out 
near the end of October.
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It’s Garage SaleTime!!!!It’s Garage SaleTime!!!!
Saturday, October 5th - Monday, October 7th, 10 am - 6pmSaturday, October 5th - Monday, October 7th, 10 am - 6pm

550-80%0-80%
OFF

SELECTED 
MERCHANDISE

Come early for best selections on Come early for best selections on 
New & Used Women Clothing,New & Used Women Clothing,

Shoes, Accessories and Jewelry!Shoes, Accessories and Jewelry!

We’re located at theWe’re located at the
FLORENCE PLAYHOUSEFLORENCE PLAYHOUSE

Corner of 1st and Laurel, Old Town Corner of 1st and Laurel, Old Town FlorenceFlorence

October 11,12,13, 2019

Plan your getaway today @ 

FlorenceChamber.com

presented by

JOIN US IN HISTORIC OLD TOWN

Fri-Sun:  Great Glass Float Trail
Enter to win a memorable and collectible fl oat. A treasure hunt you’ll not soon forget!

Hunt: Friday-Sunday

Giveaway: Sunday 3:30 pm

Saturday: Wine Trail –  12-5pm
Taste from over 10 Oregon wineries!

Sunday: Chowder Trail – 12-4pm
You decide who the best chowder winner is!

9th Annual

Cindy Wobbe Estate Sales

5539 Friendly Acres,  Florence

View Photos at

www.CindyWobbeEstates.com

Complete liquidation of a lifetime accumulation of

shop tools, garden, RV & camping gear, furniture,

household goods.  Honda generators, Kenmore frig,

leather electric dual reclining sofa, BBQ, sewing. 

 Far too much to list - please see our website for full

inventory.  There's a LOT here!  Property is at end

of paved part of Friendly Acres, north of Heceta

Beach off Hwy. 101.  Watch for signs, park on road

and take short walk to house down gravel road.   

 

ALL SALES FINAL.  Credit cards accepted.

We do not allow backpacks or pets in home.

 

10/4-5, 9am to 3pm

ESTATE SALE

Moving Sale
Fri.-Sat. 10/4-10/6 • 9am-4pm

86236 Xylo Street 
(off Hwy. 126) 

Indoors Rain or Shine
No Early Birds!

ESTATE SALE

10/3-4, 9am to 3pm

5539 Friendly Acres

 Large tool & outdoor 

recreation, and 

household goods sale.  

A lifetime accumulation 

of everything under the 

sun! Far too much to 

list - visit our website 

for photo gallery of full 

inventory. Directions: 

Take Hwy 101 north 

past Heceta Beach 

Rd., Right on Friendly 

Acres. Park at end of 

road on South side of 

street. Short walk down 

gravel road to house 

and shop. Home is not 

accessible to those with 

mobility challenges.  

Drive thru traffi c to 

house will be limited to 

loading only. All sales 

fi nal. View photos at 

cindywobbeestates.com.


