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to the small number of com-
plaints received from neigh-
bors of the site, but also to a 
small number of issues Ore-
gon Department of Transpor-
tation (ODOT) had with the 
project. 

“I would like to just briefly 
address the one complaint let-
ter and also the ODOT letter. 
… The ODOT one is probably 
the hardest one for us to take 
care of simply because under-
standing their comments and 
findings is a little above my 
pay grade,” Wood said. “We 
do take seriously concerns 
that are brought to us both 
as the church but also as First 
Step, from the neighbors. … 
The two tanks that were sto-
len I was made aware of in late 
July, through one of the home-
less people that talks with me 
quite a bit, but that (theft) was 
before we had people living in 
the village.”

Wood continued by adding 
a change to the way the “vil-
lage” will operate in the future 
in response to these concerns.

“We now have one resident 
... that has been designated 
our resident manager and he 
has been both commissioned 
and encouraged to call the 
police if anything like that 
happens again,” Wood said. 
“Overall, the church and First 
Step, I believe, are on pretty 
good footing and having had 
people move in, in the middle 
of August, we are really at the 
one-month mark and a lot of 
the parts of the program are 
beginning to kick in.”

 One of the conditions the 
city was asking for was men-
tioned by FarleyCampbell in 
her presentation was brought 
up by Siuslaw Valley Fire and 
Rescue Captain Tony Miller. 
Miller inspected the site and 
asked that the entrance and 
exit ways to the area be grav-
eled to allow emergency ve-
hicles to access the trailers in 
case of a fire.

Commissioner Brian Jagoe 
was concerned with the sani-
tary aspects of the waste stor-
age system being used by First 
Step. 

Wood responded with the 
details of a professional re-
moval service that were being 
used to assure there was no 
unexpected spills or overflow. 

Miller’s concerns were also 
acknowledged by Wood and 
he agreed to incorporate all of 
the recommendations of staff 
into the work plan for the lo-
cation, including upgrades to 
the entrance and exits of the 
location under discussion.

Commissioners had few re-
maining questions and after 
listening to a summary of the 
steps taken during the process 
which led to staff support for 
approval of the resolution, 
commissioners unanimously 
passed the request authoriz-
ing a two-year approval of the 
conditional use permit.

The second major item on 
the commission’s agenda was 
a request for a change of use 
and a design review approval 
for a sporting goods store with 
an outdoor storage and dis-
play area at the southeast cor-
ner of Highway 101 and Maple 
Street.

Essentially, petitioner Roger 
Center, acting on behalf of Ed 
and Debbie Costa, was asking 
the Planning Commission to 
allow the Costas to move their 
business, Florence Yama-
ha, from Highway 126 to the 
property currently occupied 
by Pro Lumber.

Fa r l e y C a mp b e l l  a g a i n 
walked the commissioners 
through the extensive infor-
mational packet provided for 
the meeting, which recom-
mended approval of the re-
quest. 

There were a number of 
statements, some written and 
some delivered in person 
during the public comments 
of the meeting that support-
ed or opposed the sought for 
changes. 

The major concerns ex-
pressed by the 10 or so resi-
dents that went on the record 
opposing the move cited the 
potential for excessive noise 
and traffic which would ac-
company the activities asso-
ciated with a major retailer of 

All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs). 
There was also minor push 

back due to the nature of the 
business, which a small num-
ber of residents said did not 
accurately reflect the history 
and culture of Florence, es-
pecially as it would be located 
near the planned ReVision 
Gateway to Historic Old Town 
Florence. 

However, there were an 
even greater number of speak-
ers that felt the relocation 
of Florence Yamaha was in 
fact a good representation of 
the type of business Florence 
should highlight to travelers 
and those that want to take 
ATVs onto local dunes.

FarleyCampbell was very 
specific during her presenta-
tion in identifying a number 
of conditions that must be 
met by the applicant, which 
included noise and sight mit-
igation and an agreement by 
Center and Costa to abide by 
all suggested conditions re-
quested by the Planning 
Department. 

Some of the conditions 
would require additional 
parking for cars, trucks and 
bicycles. One complaint 
mentioned dust as a con-
cern, and this issue would 
need to be addressed by 
requiring asphalt in parts 
of the parking lot that are 
expected to be high use ar-
eas. Landscaping and light-
ing issues were also men-
tioned by FarleyCampbell, 
and commissioners were 
assured by the applicants 
that any and all conditions 
asserted by the city would 
be included in the changes 
necessitated by the move.

Commissioners asked a 
few follow-up questions of 
the Costas and FarleyCa-
mpbell before approving 
the request unanimously. 

The next scheduled 
meeting of the Florence 
Planning Commission is 
scheduled for Oct. 8 at 5:30 
p.m. at Florence City Hall.

Community Coalition to feature 

Skilled to Work, Looking Glass 
The October meet-

ing of the Florence Area 
Community Coalition 
(FACC) will focus on the 
topic of workforce train-
ing and apprenticeship 
opportunities in the Flor-
ence/Mapleton areas. 

Featured speakers will 
be Dan O’Brien from 
KEZI’s Skilled to Work 
program, an apprentice-
ship program for young 
adults, and Brianna Vin-
cent from Looking Glass 
Community Services, a 
non-profit organization 
that supports youth and 
families in Lane County. 

Vincent is a services 
manager who oversees 
the TANF Employment 
Program that works in 
partnership with DHS to 
place youth on paid work 

experiences in their com-
munities. 

Florence Area Com-
munity Coalition will 
meet on Wednesday, Oct. 
2, at 9 a.m. in the Bromley 
Room of the Siuslaw Pub-
lic Library, at 1460 Ninth 
St. in Florence. The meet-
ing is open to the public 
and members of the com-
munity are encouraged to 
attend. Refreshments will 
be served. 

The coalition is a 501(c)
(3) organization whose 
mission is to improve the 
quality of life in Western 
Lane County through 
partnerships, networking, 
volunteerism, communi-
ty involvement, education 
and awareness. 

For more info see www.
florenceareacc.org.
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It’s Garage SaleTime!!!!It’s Garage SaleTime!!!!
Saturday, October 5th - Monday, October 7th, 10 am - 6pmSaturday, October 5th - Monday, October 7th, 10 am - 6pm

550-80%0-80%
OFF

SELECTED 
MERCHANDISE

Come early for best selections on Come early for best selections on 
New & Used Women Clothing,New & Used Women Clothing,

Shoes, Accessories and Jewelry!Shoes, Accessories and Jewelry!

We’re located at theWe’re located at the
FLORENCE PLAYHOUSEFLORENCE PLAYHOUSE

Corner of 1st and Laurel, Old Town Corner of 1st and Laurel, Old Town FlorenceFlorence

October 11,12,13, 2019

Plan your getaway today @ 

FlorenceChamber.com

presented by

JOIN US IN HISTORIC OLD TOWN

Fri-Sun:  Great Glass Float Trail
Enter to win a memorable and collectible fl oat. A treasure hunt you’ll not soon forget!

Hunt: Friday-Sunday

Giveaway: Sunday 3:30 pm

Saturday: Wine Trail –  2-5pm
Taste from over 10 Oregon wineries!

Sunday: Chowder Trail – 12-4pm
You decide who the best chowder winner is!

9th Annual

SELLING A HOME IN THE FLORENCE 

& SURROUNDING AREAS?

$ FLEXIBLE REAL ESTATE LISTING COMMISSION PLAN $

* 5%- another broker brings the buyer (2.5% listing 

agent 2.5% buyers agent)

* 3.75%- listing agent brings the buyer, no other 

agents involved. 

* 2%- seller brings the buyer, no other agents 

involved. 

* 0%- you owe nothing if your home does not sell by 

contract expiration date.

Plan includes: Competitive Commission Rates.  Creative 

& Aggressive Marketing Campaign. Complimentary 

Home Warranty during listing period, transferred to 

the new buyers at closing. Open Houses. Yard sign w/

fl yer box. Professional Photography including drone 

aerial pictures. MLS Listing seen on over 3,000+ Real 

Estate Search Websites. NO hidden fees, CANCEL 

anytime, NO fees paid until the homes sells. 

- PROVEN RESULTS & SALES STATS - 

SAVE MORE MONEY, KEEP MORE PROFITS -

To get the no obligation process started contact local Real Estate expert:

Andrea Kirkpatrick, Licensed Broker in Oregon

Hybrid Real Estate

541-505-1943 • oregonbrokerandrea@gmail.com


