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Community News
Storytime on logging history

Volunteer drivers needed for Friends of Florence Bus 
Friends of Florence is 

seeking new drivers. This 
free bus service, for cancer 
patients who are receiving 
radiation treatment, oper-
ates Monday through Fri-
day all year long. A driver’s 
shift requires approximate-
ly five hours, from 7:30 a.m. 
to noon. Volunteers typi-
cally drive once per month. 

“Cancer patients have to 
travel to Eugene or Spring-
field daily for these radia-

tion treatments — it’s 160 
miles roundtrip from Flor-
ence,” said Bart Mealer, 
Chief Operating Officer for 
the organization. “Riding 
the bus helps ease the stress 
during this difficult time.” 

The Friends’ bus is a 
14-passenger vehicle. A 
commercial driver’s license 
is not required. 

“It’s about the same size 
as a small RV,” Mealer add-
ed.

For over 33 years, the 
Friends of Florence, a 
501(c)3 nonprofit, has 
transported patients 
roundtrip from Florence 
to the Willamette Valley 
Cancer Institute and to the 
Oregon Urology Institute. 
The bus leaves from Peace-
Health Peace Harbor Hos-
pital and, when requested, 
has pick-up locations in 
Mapleton and Veneta. 

The Friends of Florence 

maintain about 22 active 
drivers. 

“Riding the bus also of-
fers companionship for 
patients who are mak-
ing this trip every day. It 
shows them that they’re not 
alone,” said Mealer. “It’s a 
traveling support group.” 

If you are interested 
in driving or would like 
to learn more about the 
Friends of Florence, contact 
Mealer at 541-997-8663.

Activists gather in Florence for climate strike

On Sept. 20, a small group of area residents 

visited Florence City Hall to register their 

concerns about climate change before standing 

at the corner of Highways 126 and 101. Signs in-

cluded “I am skipping my lessons to teach you 

one,” “Save the Oregon Coast,” “Honk for Clean 

Air” and “City Council Act On Climate Crisis.” An 

additional climate science presentation from 

Florence ORganizes and 350 Eugene will take 

place on Saturday, Sept. 28.
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Dedicated Family Doctor 1956-1993

13 year board member Western Lane Hospital  

Celebration of Life

Dr. Fred A. 

Bower M.D. 

Charter A.B.F.P

4/25/26 to 8/25/19

Memorial Mass
Saturday, Oct. 5, 2019 • 11:00 AM

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Our Lady of the Dunes
85060 Highway 101 South

Reception to follow.

You dream it, 
we build it.

CCB #:  216698 Bonded & Insured541-999-8727

SHAWN
FLEMING 
CONSTRUCTION
INCORPORATED

Locally owned and operated. 
Experienced carpenters and craftsman.

Friends of Florence Van Fans 
Game Day Fundraiser  $15.00 per person

October 16, 2019
Florence Elks Lodge • (North Door - Follow Sign)

Doors Open at 11:30 A.M. • Lunch Served at NOON

For more information or to RESERVE A TABLE

Please call:

Sharon  541-991-3209 • Lynn 541-902-2547

Marianna 541-991-3092

The community is invited 
to attend an informative and 
entertaining evening at Siu-
slaw Pioneer Museum, 278 
Maple St. in Historic Old 
Town Florence, on Friday, 
Sept. 29, at 7 p.m. The sto-
ryteller for the monthly Sto-
rytime at the Museum will 
be Bob Friedman, owner 
of Sea Watch books, which 
specializes in publishing 
high quality books on naval 
architecture, maritime his-
tory and ship modeling.

Up until recently in histo-
ry, timber was a big indus-
try in the Pacific Northwest. 
The Siuslaw Region was 
part of that, and Friedman 
will be teaching about how 
logs got from the forest to 

the market with the use of 
“dog holes.” 

Friedman has had a life-
time interest in history and 
in modeling ships. This 
interest started when his 
father used to take him to 
the New York shipyards to 
see the battleships returning 
from World War II. Now, he 
is the longest running mem-
ber of the National Research 
Guild and has scratch-built 
several wood models of 
ships and their rigging, plus 
half-hulls. He is constant-
ly researching information 
about maritime practices 
and history.

Don’t know what “dog 
holes” are? Come to Story-
time and find out.

Groups present on Diabetic Eye Disease 
On Monday, Oct. 7, at 4 

p.m., people are encouraged 
to join Allan A. Hunter, 
MD of Oregon Eye Consul-
tants and Joan Taber, RD of 
PeaceHealth for an informa-
tive presentation on diabetic 
eye diseases at the Bromley 
Room of Siuslaw Public Li-
brary, 1460 Ninth St.

Hunter, a board-certified 
ophthalmologist, received 
his undergraduate degree 
from The Johns Hopkins 
University and stayed in Bal-

timore for medical school 
and residency. Afterwards, 
he completed his medi-
cal retinal fellowship at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
During this time, he was 
awarded the prestigious “K 
Award” studying age-related 
macular degeneration. 

Hunter then moved to 
California to complete the 
acclaimed vitreo-retinal sur-
gical fellowship at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis.

A retinal expert, Hunter is 

an award-winning presenter 
and a highly published au-
thor in multiple ophthalmic 
journals. He has also served 
as principal investigator on 
numerous clinical research 
projects. His scientific and 
medical publications can be 
seen on Google Scholar.

For further information, 
contact Brena Anderson at 
Oregon Eye Consultants at 
541-687-1927, ext. 5805, or 
Banderson@oregoneyecon-
sultants.com.
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