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However, Harklerode was
thrilled with a solution the
district is coming up with.

“We've been talking about
putting in a new outdoor
covered play area,” said Grz-
eskowiak, explaining that the
district had planned to create
a self-standing steel structure
on the south side of the ele-
mentary gym so kids could
be outside during rainy days.
That project was due to begin
next summer, but with the
gym floor issue, the district
is looking to move up the
timetable to the next couple
of months.

“Once thats done, we can
get kids out of the gym and
they can use the outside space
while we get the gym repaired,
which again is a two-month
shutdown,” Grzeskowiak said.

Both construction projects
are not yet set in stone as the
district looks into financials
— insurance would pay for
the gym floor repairs, while

money saved in the district’s

director) was running back to

“It has made such a drastic

building construction fund the kitchen. He was prepared difference. Kids are talking to

would pay for the covered
play area.

for it, he had food on hand.

each other at lunch time, ver-

and look at it in a reasonable
way. To me, the whole point
is getting young people aware,

educated and

“I's not going
to dip into oper-
ations to get this
done. When we
get some hard
numbers, were
going to let the
board  know;
Grzeskowiak
said.

In other
news from the
meeting,  the

“As teachers and administrators, we will not use instructional
time to help students plan and organize an event like this to occur
during school hours. As district employees, we are not allowed to
use our class time to take a political position on any civic matter.
Such discussion and or persuasion will not be carried on during
the performance of our district duties with the exception of open
discussion during classroom lessons that consider various sides of
a political or civic issue.”
— Andy Marohl, Siuslaw Middle School Principal

involved”
Tousley-Ritt
was at the meet-
ing to promote,
and get students
to attend, a pre-
sentation by cli-
mate group 350
Eugene on Sat-
urday, Sept. 2.
“But I would
like to propose

numbers for the

Sept. 3 “Siuslaw Elementary
Back to School Barbeque”
were released, and it was a
rousing success with almost
600 meals served during the
event.

“We had people parked in
every ‘no parking zone' from
18th Street to 35th Street,
Grzeskowiak said.

Harklerode added, “It was
a huge increase over last year.
Dave (Bitner, food services

Florence Food Share

Ask us about volunteer opportunities.
2190 Spruce Street * PO.Box 2514
Florence, Oregon 97439

(541) 997-9110

info@florencefoodshare.org

Habitat for Humanity
Construction Volunteers needed for each stage

of the building process.

Experience is a plus, but not required. Help us

build a new home

For information call 541-902-9227

Helping Hands Coalition

We are in need of volunteers on

Monday, Wednesday and Fridays.

We need volunteers to serve food, set
up for meals and also prepare meals
beginning at 11:00 am and finishing at 2:00pm.

New Location: Community Baptist Church, 4590 Hwy. 101,

Florence

(Across from Fred Meyer)

Meals on Wheels and Cafe 60
Meals on Wheels are available to people over the age of 60 who cannot
get out much due to illness or advanced age and who are not eating
properly, regardless of income. Cafe 60 is available for those who prefer
to make new friends in a dining room setting.
1570 Kingwood, PO Box 2313, Florence

541-997-5673
laneseniormeals.org

Memory Care Respite of Florence

But he had initial servings
out for 250 people and he just
looked back at the line. Went
back to the kitchen and threw
more into the oven. More
hamburgers. And not every-
body who attended had a
meal”

Later in the meeting, dis-
trict employee Sarah Girard
thanked the board for the
passage of the recent student
cell phone use policy.

Volunteer
Get
involved
Donate

Do your part and
volunteer today
to help support

these local non-proft

organizations in
our community!

Come join the team! Memory Care Respite of Florence is looking for new
volunteers to spend time socializing, playing games, listening to music,
and having coffee and lunch with our participating senior citizens.

Our program depends on volunteer power to stay afloat and time is
running out! If you're at all interested in socializing and relaxing with
seniors while their loved one takes a break, please email us for more
information. We need more volunteers like YOU to keep our program
going. Contact us at memcarerespite@gmail.com

Oregon Coast Humane Society
relies heavily on volunteers.

There are many opportunities to volunteer and a variety of skills and
talents are always in need. Volunteer interest forms may be found online,
at the shelter and at our Thrift Shop on Bay Street.
www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org/volunteer/

Peace Harbor Volunteers
Join the Peace Harbor Hospital Volunteers, you will find an
area of interest in a caring organization.
400 9th Street, Florence
541-997-8412 ext. 2218

Us Too Florence

Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who

understands!”
541-997-6626

maribob@oregonfast.net

www.ustooflorence.or g

To include your organization
in this directory,
please call us
@ 541-997-3441

sus being on their screens,” she
said. “T don’t have to tell kids
to eat because they are actual-
ly eating their lunch. Theyre
actually going out to eat. And
tardies, the first thing they
would do was take out their
phone and run into every-
body while theyre checking
whatever — YouTube, texting.
For me, it's been a godsend,
looking at kids communicat-
ing with each other and going
outside and playing. Thank
you so much?”

Finally, a presentation
during a work session before
the board meeting had Julia
Tousley-Ritt, a former school-
teacher at Siuslaw Elementa-
ry who is now working with
Florence ORganizes, making
a plea to bring more aware-
ness in the schools regarding
climate change. She encour-
aged the district to make cli-
mate change science more
prevalent in its curriculum,
as well as entertain the idea
of having an environment-fo-
cused afterschool club.

“Were seeing [climate
change] already in the floods,
the fires, the extreme weath-
er events, Tousley-Ritt said.
“We need to get our young
people educated. Its their
future, and its our children
and our grandchildren. With
STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathemat-
ics) education being so im-
portant now, we want these
young people to take the data,
to look at the facts, be able
to analyze it: The climate de-
niers versus the climate cri-
sis people. Take it, look at it,

not just this
one-shot event,”
she said. “I'm willing, and my
group is willing, to bring in
speakers to the middle school
and high school, to even start
an ecology club, an earth club
or an after-school event. ...
If we get to the point where
we start a club, 'm willing to
spearhead it along with any
teachers that want to do it

Tousley-Ritt also stated
that she would be willing to
bring speakers from climate
groups such as Our Children’s
Trust to speak to the school
because, “i's much more in-
vigorating, I believe, to have
a young person who is really
involved with this to come
out and speak to other young
people”

Tousley-Ritts comments,
and her organizations presen-
tation next Saturday, coincide
with a global Climate Strike
that will be occurring on Fri-
day, Sept. 20.

“You'll see students on the
news, I'm sure, walking out of
schools;” she said, adding that
she was not encouraging stu-
dents to strike in protest. She
instead encouraged students
to come to a rally at 3 p.m. on
that day.

If students do decide to
strike on Friday, it would not
be the first time students at
Siuslaw have made political
protests through walking out.
In March 2018, a group of
students walked out in sup-
port of a national walkout re-
garding school gun violence.
That incident caused a host
of complaints from some par-
ents who viewed the event as
chaotic.

TRIPLE P

POSITIVE PARENTING PROGRAM

An online parenting course for parents

with children ages 2-12.

* Triple P is available
in English and
Spanish, and is free
if you or your child
are Trillium (OHP)
members.

* You can access the
course anytime, on
any device, for up to
12 months after you
sign up.

VIS,

www.ianetripiep.com
to learn more about Triple P
and to sign up!

* Triple P doesn't tell
you how to parent,
but gives you tools
yOu can use to meet
your family’s needs.

* It can help you raise
happy, confident kids,
and have a calmer

family life.

“No staff prep for the walk-
out. Kids walking out without
supervision when, on a nor-
mal day, they weren't allowed
to walk out the front door;
one parent, Jennifer Waggon-
er, wrote the school district af-
ter the event. “Middle school
kids left our closed campus
freely and ended up at Dutch
Bros. and the high school. No
principal in the building. And
on top of it all, a planned sur-
prise fire drill with no admin
to manage it and fairly suspi-
cious timing that coincided
with the walkout. Was that
fire drill planned for that time
to get kids and teachers out
of the building to show more
support for the walkout? It
is not a stretch to reach that
conclusion. (sic)”

The walkout itself only last-
ed 17 minutes, and, for the
most part, students were re-
spectful.

“Unfortunately, other stu-
dents used this event as an ex-
cuse to skip class and thumb
their nose at authority, Siu-
slaw Middle School Principal
Andy Marohl had replied.
“The students who did not
attend the event and left cam-
pus altogether will receive ap-
propriate discipline and their
parents have been contacted”

Regarding Marohl leaving
the middle school during the
event, he stated that he es-
corted the students for safety
concerns, while the vice prin-
cipal stayed back to manage
a planned fire drill that oc-
curred at the same time.

“The fire drill was planned
to coincide with the event
because, with that level of
disruption to the school en-
vironment there was no in-
struction that could happen,
so we evacuated the remain-
ing students. Reflecting back,
I agree that this may not have
been ideal,” Marohl wrote.

However, he stressed that
the fire drill and the personal
escort were not intended to
support the walkout itself.

“As teachers and admin-
istrators, we will not use
instructional time to help
students plan and organize
an event like this to occur
during school hours,” wrote
Marohl. “As district employ-
ees, we are not allowed to use
our class time to take a po-
litical position on any civic
matter. Such discussion and
or persuasion will not be
carried on during the perfor-
mance of our district duties
with the exception of open
discussion during classroom
lessons that consider various
sides of a political or civic is-
sue”

And this is the mindset the
district is taking for Friday’s
potential walkout.

“I was planning to send
out the general notice, ‘If you
walk out, youre absent. We
appreciate that you have the
right to do this, but you're
absent,” Grzeskowiak said
during Wednesday’s meet-
ing, stressing that the district
is not advocating for students
to leave class during the glob-
al strike.

For more information
about the Siuslaw School
District, visit siuslaw.k12.
or.us.
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Harvest For Ed/u,catiqn
October 19th, 2019

Florence Events Cent
Doors Open at 6pm « Dinner at 6:30pm

« Live Auctioni« Silent Auction

o Dessert Auction « Pumpkin Auction

Tickets & Tables available
Banner.Bank: Siuslaw News

Claim Yours today!

Contact:/ Cathy Dietz .at'541-902-3519
Frankie Jorgensen at 541-999-8292
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Rodger Bennett Photography,
Hoberg’s Auto Repair,

LD /
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All proceeds go to local Sol of Flol%nce Scholarships & community projects.

No Host Bar

Sponsored by:
Banner Bank,
Bennett Services &

Siuslaw,News




