
(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-
missions on this and other topics are 
always welcome as part of our goal 
to encourage community discussion 
and exchange of perspectives.)

Friday, Sept. 20, is POW-MIA 

Recognition Day. This day and the 

POW-MIA flag, representing Pris-

oners of War and those still Miss-

ing In Action, are symbolic of our 

nation’s resolve to never leave our 

warriors behind. Our armed forc-

es will look for the missing until 

they are accounted for.

Sunday, Sept. 29, is Gold Star 

Mother’s Day. A Gold Star 

Mother is one who lost a son or 

daughter while serving their na-

tion in times of war or conflict. 

These two special days have a 

great deal in common.  

On Sept. 20 and Sept. 29, we 

should all stop and ponder the 

losses of our American families 

through the years. After all, these 

losses and sacrifices were made to 

protect our nation. Over the years, 

about 1 million brave warriors lost 

their American Dream so that we 

could live ours.

We should remember that:

 • All totaled, there were over 

130,000 American Military Per-

sonnel who were Prisoners of War 

in the 20th and 21st century wars; 

184 from Oregon.

• About 7,500 warriors are miss-

ing from World War I; 19 from 

Oregon.

• 72,676 warriors are missing 

from World War II; 886 from Or-

egon.

• 7,634 warriors are missing 

from the Korean War; 56 from Or-

egon.

• As of July 26, 2019, there are 

1,587 still missing in Southeast 

Asia; 33 from Oregon.

Let us all keep these sacrifices at 

the forefront. That is the purpose 

of the POW-MIA Flag; that is the 

reason there are monuments and 

memorials.  

The adage “Let us not forget” is 

appropriate. 

We should support those who 

are working to help us not to for-

get.  Yes, more monuments and 

memorials should be built. There 

is a shortage of memorials that 

specifically honor our Vietnam 

Veterans.

In our capital city of Salem, on 

state properties, one can find me-

morials and monuments that hon-

or the veterans of every war except 

the Vietnam War and the Persian 

Gulf War of 1991. There are Viet-

nam War Memorials in Portland, 

Canby, Newport and a new me-

morial is under construction in 

Medford. Many communities have 

established memorials and parks 

that honor veterans from all wars.

The community of Boring, Ore., 

dedicated a Vietnam War Memo-

rial at its Boring Station Trailhead 

Park on Sept. 21, 2018, which was 

POW-MIA Recognition Day. A 

portion of the dedication cere-

mony included the raising of the 

POW-MIA Flag for the first time 

over Boring.  

The dedication ceremony also 

paid tribute to Gold Star Moth-

ers and Gold Star Families as the 

community honored 41 Clacka-

mas County warriors who gave 

the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam.

A group of Oregon residents is 

proposing a Vietnam War Memo-

rial on the Oregon State Capitol 

Grounds.  This proposed memori-

al will honor all who served during 

the Vietnam War Era, regardless 

of their duty station. Special rev-

erence for those who served in 

Vietnam and those Oregonians 

that perished in Vietnam will be 

included.

Also, this memorial is planned 

to have tributes to all Gold Star 

Families, Oregon’s Prisoners Of 

War and those Missing In Ac-

tion.

Perhaps you can take some 

time and review the proposed 

Vietnam War Memorial on the 

Oregon State Capitol Grounds 

(www.vietnamwarmemorialfund.

org.) The motto for this project is:  

“Let us honor our warriors and re-

member the fallen.”  

Those of us who never wore 

a military uniform should give 

special consideration to POW-

MIA Recognition Day and Gold 

Star Mother’s Day with a resolve 

to honor all who served and sac-

rificed.  We must also remember 

their families. 

These sacrifices were made so 

that we can live as a free people.  

Let us never forget.

Steve Bates has resided in Boring, 
Ore., for 42 years and is a Life Member 

of the Associates of Vietnam Veterans 
of America.  He serves as Chair of the 
Committee on Memorials & Remem-
brance and President of the Vietnam 

War Memorial Fund.
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Thanks for OSPIRG 

coverage
Thanks so much for the excel-

lent coverage by the Siuslaw News 
(“College Students Pick Up Plastic 
At South Jetty,” Aug. 4) of the OS-
PIRG students, the beach clean-up, 
the push to ban polystyrene foam 
statewide, and of the participation 
by us locals.

While we know that what we 
did won’t make a large dent in this 
enormous problem, we will contin-
ue to physically collect this trash on 
our beaches, as well as politically 
pressure our elected officials.

We and they must find a solution 
that will protect our environment 

from this pollution.
It’s time to join the OSPIRG stu-

dents in urging Sen. Arnie Roblan 
and Rep. Caddy McKeown to also 
stand up and be part of the solution 
by promoting and voting to ban 
single-use foam cups and take-out 
containers.

 
—Pat and Mike Allen

Florence

Yes, we have had enough
The Preislers in the recent Let-

ter to the Editor “Have You Had 
Enough?” (Aug. 4) asked if we’ve 
had enough.

We have.

We’ve had enough of ill-educat-
ed, emotional and patently false 
demonizing.

We are tired of falsehoods and 
spin by the media and those dumb 
enough to swallow it without both-
ering to actually do some research.

We are shocked to read mention 
of civil war as if it were a paintball 
game.

We are worried that there will be 
no United States for our children 
and grandchildren to inherit.

My grandmother cautioned, 
“Be careful what you wish for. You 
might just get it.”

—Ian Eales
Florence
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