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“We’re trying to be the tip 
of the spear,” he said. “If we’re 
going to do something to stop 
or greatly reduce homelessness, 
we start that in third grade. You 
have to start early. By the time 
they get into fifth grade, that’s 
when we’re teaching about 
managing money and teaching 
them how to live within their 
means.”

Last January, BGC elected 
to move fifth-graders from the 
elementary to the teen pro-
gram. Now, the main campus 
building will be used for mid-
dle school students and the 
Nan Osbon Teen Center will 
be used for high schoolers. The 
building includes class and rec-
reational space and a computer 
lab, as well as a pool table, a big 
screen TV and two vintage pin-
ball machines.

Trent said the decision to 
move the fifth-graders up was 
easy when he saw how well 
BGC Elementary Program 
Director Sam Gauderman had 
taught the students to manage 
their after-school time.

Gauderman is a former “club 
kid” who went on to play club 
sports, join BGC as a part-time 
employee and eventually be-
come a program director.

“Sam’s had most of them 
from kindergarten. She has 
them structured so that when 
the fifth-graders came up to 
the Teen Center, the first thing 
they did was put their back-
packs away and sat down to do 
their homework. It’s just amaz-
ing to see the stuff they learned 
here and applied over there,” 
Trent said.

The Teen Center increases 
learning by providing a study 
tutor three days a week during 
the school year and giving 
structure to the after-school 
hours.

“With teens, they can choose 
to come or not come to BGC,” 
Trent said. “With the little ones, 
the parents bring them, but 
when you see the same teens 
come in every day because they 
want to be there, then you re-

ally know you’re making an 
impact.”

Besides spending nine weeks 
of the summer and two to three 
hours after school with kids, 
BGC staff is trained to look for 
abuse, monitor children’s emo-
tional and mental stability and 
understand triggers.

“As part of this program, we 
have to understand the needs 
of each of these kids,” Trent 
said. “We spend a lot of time 
working with families and 
with parents so we understand 
what’s going on with them.”

The club works with fami-
lies from every socioeconomic 
status, including foster fami-
lies, single-parent households 
and guardians who are raising 
kids. All kids are welcome, and 
scholarships are available.

“Knowing that your kid is 
safe here and in an environ-
ment where the people abso-
lutely love them is vital,” Trent 
said. “And they do.”

Gauderman agreed. “Oh, we 
do. They’re our babies.”

“They love the kids like you 
wouldn’t believe. And there are 
some times when that means a 
call to the police department 
or DHS. Those are never fun, 
but we spend a lot of time on 
child safety,” Trent said. “We 
have policies out the kazoo on 
child safety, and every one of 
the programs we do requires 
extensive training. Staff is con-
stantly learning.

“Every one of these kids, ev-
ery one of our staff, has a story. 
It’s their story, and they own it. 
A big part of what we’re doing 
with the kids is teaching how 
they can tell that story, but do 
that in an appropriate way. … 
For the kids who have been 
physically or sexually abused, 
it’s teaching them how to move 
from being a victim to a victor. 
It takes an enormous amount 
of patience.”

“You never know what’s go-
ing to happen, and you can’t 
prepare for every situation, 
but being prepared as we are, 
we know we’re going to be able 
to keep our kids safe,” Gauder-

man said. “We just love them, 
and we support them. It’s the 
place to be.”

Likewise, staff feels support-
ed in turn by the community 
that surrounds the club.

“Without the support of the 
community and of the local 
foundations, we wouldn’t have 
a Boys and Girls Club,” Trent 
said. 

Out of 4,600 clubs in the 
U.S., about 200 are rural clubs. 
Coos Bay and Florence are Or-
egon’s only coastal clubs. 

“Our challenge constantly 
here is not having large cor-
porate accounts, which means 
about 75 percent of our fund-
ing comes from local donors 
and businesses. Because a lot 
of other clubs are funded on 
grants and large corporations, 
when the money runs out, they 
have nowhere to go. Their chal-
lenge is raising money from the 
local community,” Trent said. 
“When BGC of America sees 
our funding and how balanced 
it is, and that the majority of 
our funds come from the local 
community, they are amazed. 
And that has been, quite frank-
ly, the only reason we have this 
club. …

“That’s why we spend all our 
time out talking in the com-
munity and working with these 
kids to make sure that message 
gets across. We are really fortu-
nate.”

And the youth are internal-
izing BGC’s message. When 
they go home, they help with 
more chores, engage with their 
families and thrive at school.

“The whole concept of 
what we’re trying to do, again, 
is the life skills,” Trent said. 
“The approach that we’re us-
ing is teach them, show them, 
have them demonstrate back 
and then have them teach. 
… What makes the program 
successful is having them 
teaching us and others, and 
then taking it home. We can 
see those things happening. 
We just have to keep teaching 
them their problem-solving 
skills. If we can do that, these 

kids are going to do well.”
For the youth at the Teen 

Center, summer hasn’t been 
just about lessons or planning 
for the future. Like the Elemen-
tary Program, the teens get to 
go on field trips throughout the 
area, eat fun snacks and find 
time to just be kids.

“I live out on Woahink,” 
Trent said. “On Wednesday, I 
brought the teens to my house 
on the lake, where we’ve got 
kayaks, standing paddleboards 
and a paddle boat. We got to 
get the boat out with the tow 
toys. The kids just loved it.”

Besides the nine-week Sum-
mer Brain Gain, BGC is also 
partnering with Terry Tomeny 
of Aero Legends for the third 
annual Florence Air Academy, 
which begins on Aug. 5. For 
more information, visit bgcwlc.
org.

“BGC is organized, open to 
every child, feeds kids and is 
here every day,” Trent said. “I 
don’t know of any other pro-
gram in our area that does that. 
That’s the reason we do what 
we do every day.”
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35th Street Gate Only

Someone to talk to...
who understands!

To include your 

organization 

in this directory,  

please call us  

@ 541-997-3441

1570 Kingwood • PO Box 2313, 

Florence

541-997-5673
laneseniormeals.org

Operating Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Meals on Wheels are available to people 

over the age of 60 who cannot get out much 

due to illness or advanced age and who are 

not eating properly, regardless of income. 

Cafe 60 is available for those who prefer to 

make new friends in a dining room setting.

Construction Volunteers needed for each stage of the 

building process. Experience is a plus, but not required.  

Help us build a new home

For information call 541-902-9227 Volunteer

Get 

involved

Donate

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support 

these local 

non-proft 

organizations in 

our community!

Join the Peace Harbor Hospital 

Volunteers. 

in a caring organization. 

Peace Harbor 

Volunteers
400 9th Street, Florence, OR 97439

541-997-8412 ext. 2218

Volunteer

Get 

involved

Donate

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support 

these local 

non-proft 

organizations in 

our community!

Th ere are many opportunities to 
volunteer and a variety of skills 
and talents are always in need. 
Volunteer interest forms may be 
found online, at the shelter and 
at our Th rift  Shop on Bay Street.

relies heavily 

on volunteers.

www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org/volunteer/

Assisting those in need in our Community.

Free Hot Meals Mon-Wed-Fri

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

HELPING HANDS COALITION
New Location:Community Baptist Church

4590 Hwy. 101, Florence (Across from Fred Meyer)

 Call 541-997-5057 to Volunteer

Senior Services Advisory

Council Needs New Members
Are you a senior?  Have a passion for working with seniors?  If yes, 

please consider applying for the Senior & Disability Services (S&DS) 

Senior Services Advisory Council.  S&DS serves all of Lane County with 

a wide range of publicly funded services for older adults and persons 

with disabilities.  The council advises S&DS on services and advocates 

on senior topics.  Contact us at: sdsadvisorycouncil@lcog.org  or 

download an application from:  http://www.lcog.org/827/SSAC-Council-

Membership  Application deadline:  April 26, 2019.

Memory Care Respite 
of Florence

Your Memory Care Respite Center needs you!
Seeking volunteers for our Coffee Club: 

Conversation & companionship in a caring
setting while providing respite for caregivers.
Contact us at  memcarerespite@gmail.com

50’s Party Car show, a 

raffl  e and a BBQ!
Serving Ribs, potato salad, baked beans, 

chips and a beverage for lunch
Live entertainment brought to you 

by � e Hanson Family Singers

Please join us for some good family fun!!!

SAVE THE SAVE THE 

DATE: DATE: 

AUGUST 16, AUGUST 16, 

11:30AM - 1PM 11:30AM - 1PM 

•FREE LUNCH•FREE LUNCH

1451 Spruce Street, Florence

541.997.8202


