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City staff is governing 

rather than council

Recently at a Florence Urban 

Renewal Agency (FURA) meet-

ing, a curious action and vote 

took place. The controversial mu-

ral issue arose and the case was 

made by a well spoken member 

of the  committee. 

She wondered why the to-

tal funding was changed from 

$125K to $83K a year. Many on 

the  FURA committee, as well as 

City Council, seemed confused as 

there was no previous notice — 

just a stroke of the staff manage-

ment pen. 

This procedure puts the em-

ployees in charge of the employ-

er being the City Council. It also 

short changes those who voted 

for the mural at a different mon-

etary level, as well as the public. 

Not a good sign; not a good 

precedent; not the way to run a 

ship. However, we have seen this 

movie before on multiple oca-

ssions including the procedure 

used at the original mural public 

meeting at the FEC favoring pas-

sage. 

Benjamin Franklin rightly said 

at the Federal Convention, “I 

have lived long Sir and the longer 

I live the more convincing proof 

I see of this truth,  that God gov-

erns in the affairs of men.” 

In the case of Florence, it seems 

the city staff is governing instead 

of the elected officials. May this 

flaw be corrected soon or we will 

get government by and for the 

unelected officials.

It is now time for our elected 

officials to assert their prerogative 

of decision making. Every one 

of our fine city council are good 

people, but need to take charge 

before Florence grows and then it 

will be too late in the game..

Yes, Mr. Franklin had the right 

idea: “‘God governs in the affairs 

of men’, when unelected officials 

don’t intrude. 

God bless America.
—Joel Marks

Florence

Mark Boren is the leader 

we need at Lane ESD

I am confused. I have seen 

Nora Kent’s name on the ballot a 

lot lately. The position for Board 

Member on the Lane Education 

Service District  is a very import-

ant position. 

I want someone with the most 

experience. Mark Boren has that 

experience and understanding.

He has worked in the education 

field, even for Lane ESD. 

He was an instructional Assis-

tant in Special Education for 15 

years and a training officer for 

Lane ESD. He has volunteered 

widely in his community as a vol-

unteer fireman, a sports coach, 

the Lane Community College 

EMT Advisory Board, Northwest 

Christian University Advisory 

Board for ethics and leadership. 

He also served as the Booster 

Club President in his community. 

Obviously, Mark Boren is a 

leader and able to work well with 

many. His time serving and work-

ing in these definitely makes him 

the best candidate for the Lane 

ESD board. 

I will be markng my ballot for 

Mark Boren.
—Laurie Curruthers

Florence
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“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

This year perhaps 
more than any other, my 
wife deserves something 
special for Mother’s Day. 
That’s because in spite of 
our youngest daughter’s 
many teenaged mood 
swings, my wife has some-
how managed to avoid 
what I’m sure has been a 
strong (some might even 
say natural) urge to eat her 
young. 

This hasn’t been easy. As 
I mentioned, our daugh-
ter is experiencing the 
physical and emotional 
challenges that accompany 
adolescence. One minute 
she is merrily talking 
about her favorite kind of 
cheese; the next minute, 
she is blaming cheese for 
ruining her life. 

As a father, my instinct 
is to fix the problem by 
addressing the root of the 
issue by going directly 
to the refrigerator and 
throwing out everything 

that is — or has the po-
tential of becoming — a 
cheese-like substance.

My wife, on the other 
hand, understands there 
are complex emotional 
issues at work, and that, in 
spite of my good inten-
tions, the likelihood of me 
being able to resolve such 
issues is akin to having a 

bomb successfully deacti-
vated by a goat. 

Thanks to her motherly 
intuition, my wife was able 
to explain to me that what 
our daughter says — and 
what she really means 
— are two completely 
different things.

As I understand it, this 
is the first step to becom-
ing a woman. Being a 
man, I am no stranger to 
this concept.

However, I was in 
denial when it came to my 
daughter. Mostly because 
I didn’t want to admit that 
she is growing up; time 
is slipping away. Though 
I kept this realization to 

myself, it was clear that 
my wife’s insightfulness 
is something that only 
comes with motherhood. 

It’s a bond that starts 
during that first nine 
months, when mother 
and child reach a special 
understanding that if 
Baby doesn’t stop using 
mommy’s bladder for step 

aerobics, mommy will eat 
a raw jalapeno. 

In this way, even before 
birth, a child learns Mom 
will endure physical or 
emotional discomfort if it 
means providing a valu-
able life lesson; because 
that’s what Moms do best.

Endure.
If you don’t believe me, 

then I have two words for 
you: Breast Pump. True, 
not every mother utilized 
this torture device, but 
the mere thought that 
she could have is reason 
enough for a child to be 
respectful. 

Truth be told, if it were 
up to fathers to provide 

breast milk to the human 
species, we’d all be nursed 
by monkeys.

And remember that 
breast pumping came after 
nine months of losing 
control over most of her 
bodily functions, includ-
ing — but not limited to 
— food cravings. These 
cravings came as a direct 
result of Baby’s needs 
inside the womb, even 
though, in many cases, 
those needs could gag a 
contestant on Dumpster 

Diver. 
Keep in mind that 

during this process, she 
was still merrily preparing 
for Baby’s arrival by hang-
ing borders, assembling 
mobiles, making trips to 
the doctor — all while vis-
iting the bathroom once 
every three minutes.

So, make sure to give 
a big “Thank You” to all 
the wonderful mothers 
out there, especially those 
who are celebrating their 
very first Mother’s Day 
this year! 

You know who you are.
If you don’t, you might 

try turning down that 
breast pump a notch or 
two…

� e enduring reasons we thank Mom

From the Editor’s Desk
Ned Hickson

Siuslaw News


