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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“l1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)

Clarification on our coverage of the March 18 City Council Meeting

Due to several emails
regarding last Monday
night’s Florence City
Council meeting, includ-
ing discrepancies in each
of the emails we received
regarding the number of
those “for” and “against”
approving the current
system of appointing
FURA members, we felt
it important to review
the tape from that meet-
ing, which was made
available Wednesday, so
that we could respond
as comprehensively as
possible.

Our intention as a
newspaper is to reflect
the clearest and most
accurate representation
as possible in our report-
ing. When that intention
is called into question,
we take it seriously and
treat it as such. In addi-
tion, if we are incorrect,
we will be the first to
admit and rectify it as
quickly and succinctly as
possible.

For that reason, we are
including this lengthy
clarification in an effort
to provide context to
our reporting, as well as
specific references that
our readers can verify for
themselves.

Each comment ref-
erenced below is time
stamped from the
video of the meeting
available on the City’s
website at the follow-
ing link: https://vimeo.
com/325454727.

At last Monday’s City
Council meeting (March
18), a total of eight
individuals spoke on the
subject of council ap-
proval of City of Florence
Ordinance 1, Series 2019.
In addition, there were
29 written submissions,
according to Mayor Joe
Henry, none of which
were read aloud.

What follows is a recap
of who spoke during
public comment (in-
cluded below, with time
stamps) in their own
words. While some were
specific in their point of
view, there was also some
ambiguity — whether
it be due to assumptive
knowledge of the current
process (noted below) or
through an effort to keep
a neutral tone.

The comments from
speakers Mark Tilton
(24:00), Sally Wantz
(27:50) and Pat Riley
(41:30) were made in
opposition to the ap-
proval of Ordinance No.
1, Series 2019. It should
be noted that Pat Riley
retired from the Siuslaw
Public Library District’s
Board of Directors in
2017 but continues to
serve on the FURA
Board of Directors. Mark
Tilton, a current member
of the Siuslaw Library
Board of Directors, sent

the following email as a
clarification regarding
his comments:

“At no time did either
one of us [Mark Tilton
and Pat Riley] say that
the library and other
Special Districts should
“appoint” representatives
to the FURA Board.
Unfortunately, the Siu-
slaw News report was a
critical misrepresentation
of our testimony. We

mendation as a repre-
sentative on the FURA
board and are given
“special consideration,”
with final approval given
by the mayor, not “the
city”

For example: In an
email to Mayor Henry
from previous SVFR
Chief Jim Langborg
(Wednesday, Nov. 15,
2017) regarding John
Scott’s retirement from

asked that the language =~ the SVFR Board and the
currently in the FURA need to replace him on
bylaws and city code stat- the FURA board as a rep-
ing that ‘special consid-  resentative of the SVFR
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eration shall be given’ to
FURA board applicants
submitted from these
agencies be honored”

It is worth noting that
the wording “special con-
sideration shall be given
to” is the current policy
regarding these appoint-
ments.

Looking back at our
reporting, the word “rec-
ommend” would have
been a more accurate
representation of Mark
Tilton’s intent rather
than “appoint.” (i.e., ...as
members of the library
district, they should be
able to recommend mem-
bers from their district
to the FURA Board and
given special consider-
ation.)

« Comments from Bill
Prosser (31:45) and Sher-
ry Harvey (36:05) were
supportive of the adop-
tion of the ordinance.

« Comments from Jo
Beaudreau (37:40) were
conciliatory in nature,
taking no clear position
on the ordinance itself,
stressing instead for
non-partisanship and
“working together”

« John Scott (39:23)
stated in his comments,
“We should maintain
the tradition of having
each taxing district select
a representative and
have that representative
accepted by the city...
and by allowing the City
Council to be part of
the appointment of the
non-special district rep-
resentatives would be a
perfect way to do this”

This is where some
ambiguity comes in.

The statement indicates
support for the current
process (“We should
maintain the tradition
of having each taxing
district select a represen-
tative...”) but then adds
“...and have that repre-
sentative accepted by the
city...”

The last part of his
statement isn't the cur-
rent process; as it stands,
each special district
makes its own recom-

special district, Langborg
wrote: “Just a quick note
to pass along the SVFR
Board selected Woody
Woodbury to serve as
the District Representa-
tive for FURA. It is our
understanding the Mayor
is the person who makes
the final appointment for
FURA appointments...”

In that context, John
Scott’s statement would
suggest he is aware that
the Mayor has final say
in appointing FURA
members, and that
“maintaining that tradi-
tion” would be to support
the current process, not
oppose it.

So, counting him as
“against” is murky.

o The eighth speaker,
Don Drozdenko, made
it clear that he was in
support of keeping the
current process: (35:00)
“I want to support the
recommendation of the
City Attorney”

In looking back over
the meeting video, we
did feel the need for a
correction on two things:

1) The term “recom-
mend” rather than “ap-
point” should have been
used in referencing Mark
Tilton and Pat Riley’s
position on the process
of Special Districts rep-
resentation on the FURA
board.

2) The tally of those
“against” changing the
current process of FURA
board appointments, and
those “for” making that
change to the current city
charter.

In our March 20 article
(“Committe Appoint-
ments Remain With
Mayor After 3-2 Vote”),
we stated that the tally
was “six of eight speakers
supporting the Mayor’s
position.”

After additional review
of the tape and the eight
public statements made
March 18, we feel a more
accurate tally would have
been:

Against: 3 (Riley,
Wantz, Tilton)

For: 3 (Prosser, Harvey,
Drozdenko)

Neutral/Unclear: 2
(Scott, Beaudreau)

Lastly, yesterday
(Friday) afternoon, we
received the following
email from Jo Beaudreau,
who wanted to clarify her
position on the matter.

In the end, our objec-
tive with this clarification
is to be as accurate as
possible regarding the
positions of those who
spoke on March 18. To
that end, I felt it neces-
sary to include her email
here:

“I wanted to clarify my
position on the FURA
matter. I am opposed to
having one person be
able to choose FURA
members. It should be a
non-partisan, full-coun-
cil vote with transparency
and proper representa-
tion. FURA-type agen-
cies are ripe (too easy) for
misapplications of funds
and corruption. This has
happened in Chicago
(and other cities?) and I
would hate for our town
to have this happen (I
was also laughed at when
I made this comment on
March 4).

I am still working on
my public speaking abili-
ty and apologize that my
thoughts were not as clear
as they could have been.

Additionally, Id like
to note that during the
March 4 City Council
meeting, myself and Har-
len Springer voiced our
concerns and a letter was
read by Susy Lacer at the
request of Councilor Ron
Preisler when there was
little notice to the com-
munity about this im-
portant matter.

Furthermore, I do feel
like my comments have
opened me up for retalia-
tion, both personally and
professionally.

Sincerely,

Jo Beaudreau”

I hope that this in-
depth clarification, along
with the link to the
meeting where public
statements were made
on March 18, will answer
any questions regarding
what was said, why we
reported on it as we did,
where we felt corrections
were warranted, and
most importantly give
community members the
opportunity to determine
for themselves what was
communicated and by
whom.

As always, my door
is open for anyone who
would like to discuss
their thoughts or con-
cerns.

— Ned Hickson, editor
Siuslaw News
541-902-3520
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor as part of a community discussion of issues on
the local, state and national level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or
typed letters must be signed. All letters need to
include full name, address and phone number;
only name and city will be printed. Letters should
be limited to about 300 words. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity.
Publication of any letter is not guaranteed and
depends on space available and the volume of let-

ters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumen-
tative, sarcastic or contain accusations that are
unsourced or documented will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside the
Siuslaw News readership area will only be pub-
lished at the discretion of the editor.

PoOLITICAL/ELECTION LETTERS:

Election-related letters must address pertinent
or timely issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must 1) Not be a part of letter-writing
campaigns on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) En-
sure any information about a candidate is accu-
rate, fair and not from second-hand knowledge
or hearsay; and 3) Explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and
perspective rather than partisanship and cam-

paign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters
to the editor column to outline their views and
platforms or to ask for votes; this constitutes paid

political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the
newspaper, at the sole discretion of the publish-
er, general manager and editor, reserves the right
to reject any letter that doesn’t follow the above

criteria.

Email letters to:

nhickson@thesiuslawnews.com

WHERE TO WRITE

PRrESs. DoNALD TRUMP
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461
TTY/TDD Comments:
202-456-6213
www.whitehouse.gov

OREGON Gov.
KATE BROWN
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, Ore. 97301-4047
Governor’s Citizens” Rep.
Message Line:
503-378-4582
WWW.0regon.gov/gov

U.S. SEN. RON WYDEN
221 Dirksen Senate Office
Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5244
541-431-0229
www.wyden.senate.gov

U.S. SEN. JEFF MERKLEY
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3753
FAX: 202-228-3997
541-465-6750
www.merkley.senate.gov

U.S. REP. PETER DEFAZIO
(4TH DIST.)

2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416
541-269-2609
541-465-6732
www.defazio.house.gov

STATE SEN. ARNIE ROBLAN
(DI1ST. 5)

900 Court St. NE - S-417
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
FAX: 503-986-1080
Email: Sen.ArnieRoblan@
oregonlegislature.gov

STATE REP.
CAppY MCKEOWN
(D1ST. 9)

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1409
Email: rep.caddymckeown
@oregonlegislature.gov

WEST LANE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
JAY BOZIEVICH
125 E. Eighth St.

Eugene, OR 97401
541-682-4203
FAX: 541-682-4616

Email: Jay.Bozievich@

co.lane.or.us




