
head coach, looking for as 
much help and support as 
she could get.

“As with all new coach-
es, the learning curve was 
high because you’re not 
only learning about the 
sport you are coaching, 
but also how to work with 
the administration, squad 
members and their fami-
lies.”

Ironically, for someone 
whose primary focus is 
having presence and 
directing crowds to cheer 
and chant, Conlee is 
known for her humble-
ness and quietly shy 
nature.

During her acceptance 
at last year’s induction 
ceremony, during which 
all three of her state 
championship teams were 
also inducted, Conlee 
described being a part of 
the school’s hall of fame 
as “beyond what I had 
imagined possible.”

Even now, she 
described the experience 
as a blessing.

“It’s a memory I will 
not ever forget, because 
who would have thought 
all those years ago that it 
would be an honor given 
to a cheerleading coach?” 
she said. “I thank Chris 
Johnson and the Hall of 
Fame committee for see-
ing something in me that 
made me worthy of that 
honor.”

Conlee said her goals 
leading into her final sea-
son were essentially the 
same as those she set for 
herself and her team 
some 30 years ago, 
explaining her belief is 
that cheerleaders play a 
big part in promoting 
school spirit, hospitality 

for visiting teams and 
examples of sports-
manship at all events 
— and even off the 

court and sidelines.
“Cheerleaders repre-

sent Siuslaw High School 
in and out of uniform at 
games, assemblies, com-
munity service events, 
and as role models while 
interacting with students 
at the elementary school,” 
Conlee said.

Among the challenges 
Conlee has faced and 
often embraced as a 
cheerleading coach has 
been the evolving nature 
of the sport itself, which 
has transitioned from 
simply organizing crowd 
cheers at games to adopt-
ing intricate choreogra-
phy, dance and tumbling. 
This has created more 
opportunity for competi-
tion, including the recent-
ly added Game Day com-
petitions in Oregon, 
during which teams com-
pete in many of the areas 
cheer squads perform at 
games throughout the 
season.

“This year, we not only 
competed at state compe-
tition with a two-and-a-
half-minute routine, but 
also at several game Day 
competitions with our 
Fight Song, Band Dance 
and Crowd Leading 
materials as well,” said 
Conlee, whose team 
placed ninth at state last 
week.

Given her success over 
the years, Conlee said it’s 
really about recognizing 
each team for what it has 
to offer.

“Every team is different 
with different talents, 
skills and personalities 
and work ethic,” Conlee 

said. “What we achieve is 
directly related to the 
goals each team sets. I feel 
like it has been my job to 
provide them with the 
opportunity, material, 
support and time.

“But ultimately, they 
are the ones who make it 
happen.”

For that reason, Conlee 
said she sees the opportu-
nity to coach cheerlead-
ing as more than just 
teaching performance 
fundamentals related to 
competition; it is also 
about character building 
for future success.

“I truly believe that 
cheerleading, like all 
sports, gives athletes a 
chance to gain self-confi-
dence, leadership skills, 
re-sponsibility and how 
to work together with 
others to accomplish 
goals,” said Conlee. 
“Many of the cheerlead-
ers I’ve coached have 
gone on to work in pro-
fessions that teach and 
help others in schools and 
communities.

“It makes me smile to 
hear about what they 
have done, and how 
cheerleading has played a 
part in their lives.”

Her advice for the next 
coach?

“Keep smiling and 
enjoy the ride, because it 
will be full of emotions, 
failures, successes and 
some really great young 
people,” said Conlee. “I 
hope cheerleading will 
continue to keep the tra-
ditions alive at Siuslaw 
High school and be an 
ever-present part of rep-
resenting the best our 
students have to offer in 
our community and 
beyond.”
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A weekly roundup of shopping,

 savings and doings around town.

FLORENCE SAW SHOP 

& RENTAL CENTER

OPEN MONDAY—FRIDAY 8AM TO 5 PM

1550 HWY 101 & 6TH STREET 541-997-2653

Florence Saw Shop 

is your local Honda 

Power Equipment dealer. 

Come see our selection

 of Generators, Mowers, 

Tillers and Pumps.

MAKE YOUR LIFE EASIER WITH HONDA. 

THE OLD SCHOOL FURNITURE STORE
NEW FURNTIURE AT OLD SCHOOL PRICES

Monday - Saturday 10-6 • HWY 101 & 6th Street

541-997-9424 FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY

Ashley Furniture
Quality, Style, Selection

#1 Brand of home

furniture in the USA

Come choose your

Sofa • Recliner • Loveseat

Sectional

Special order the fabric

you select from our

many swatches.

6th & HWY 101  541-997-9424 Monday-Saturday 10-5 

 

COME IN TODAY AND BROWSE ROOM AFTER ROOM OF NEW FURNITURE  

 BEST HOME FURNISHING 

 ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES      

 COASTER OF AMERICA       

  SPECIAL ORDERS— PICK YOUR FABRIC  * FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY *            

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM TO 5PM 
HWY 101 & 6TH 

541-997-2653 

   STIHL  IS THE NUMBER ONE SELLING BRAND OF GASOLINE POWERED 

HANDHELD OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT IN AMERICA.  

FLORENCE SAW SHOP HAS CHAIN SAWS FOR HOME OWNERS AND PROFESSIONALS 

ALONG WITH TRIMMERS  – EDGERS - BLOWERS - BRUSHCUTTERS 

FLORENCE SAW SHOP & RENTAL CENTER 

6TH & HWY. 101      541-997-9424    MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-6

NATALIE NAGRONE, Broker

Cell # 541-991-0531

natalienagrone@gmail.com

Alta Taylor,

Principal Broker/ Owner541-997- 4842

COMMERCIAL BUILDING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Realty

Excellent 7,300sq ft Commercial 

Building Investment opportunity 

with Prime Hwy 101 Retail frontage, 

located close to Old Town. Retail 

space currently leased by Purple Pel-

ican Antiques Mall, also has a apart-

ment & 2000sq ft plus warehouse 

upstairs. Currently $3,800 per month 

income. Adjacent Building RMLS# 

19377019 also available. Both build-

ings for Only $650,000. Owner will 

possibly carry with large down pay-

ment. Don’t miss out on this one! Call 

Me! $485,000

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

See Jim for your auto sales needs!See Jim for your auto sales needs!

ESTATE SALE

3530 Ocean View

2/23, 9am-3pm

 SATURDAY ONLY!  

Furniture and decor, 

household goods, 

outdoor/patio, nice rattan 

furniture, desk & office 

supplies, W/D, 

quality freezer.  

Everything must go!  

Take Munsel Lake Rd. 

to 31st to Ocean View.  

Streets are narrow and 

driveway is steep - 

no disability access.  

Credit cards accepted. 

Photos at www.

CindyWobbeEstates.

com.

Conlee from 1B

COURTESY PHOTO

The Siuslaw cheer squad performs a stunt during the final home game of the winter 

sports season on Feb. 12, when sen


