
Look for a lower speed 
limit on Rhododendron 
Drive between Lighthouse 
Way and Heceta Beach 
Road beginning Tuesday, 
Feb. 26. The posted speed 
limit in this section of Rho-
doden-dron Drive will be 
reduced from 45 miles per 
hour (mph) to 40 mph. 

“Starting on Feb. 26, mo-
torists will see a new ‘Speed 
Change Ahead’ sign and a 
new 40 mph sign on Rho-
dodendron Drive in the 
area of Lighthouse Way as 
you travel north on Rhodo-
dendron. There will also be 
new signage traveling south 
after you turn onto Rhodo-
dendron Drive from Heceta 
Beach Road,” stated Flor-
ence Public Works Director 
Mike Miller. “The Oregon 
Department of Transpor-
tation (ODOT) recently 
completed a speed zone in-
vestigation as requested by 
the city and has established 
a new speed zone of 40 mph 
on Rhododendron Drive 
between Heceta Beach 
Road and Lighthouse Way.” 

Per the speed zone in-
vestigation report, this area 
of Rhododendron Drive 
has a moderate residential 
density and culture with an 
average daily trip (ADT) of 
2,980. The survey, which 
was completed at the end of 
May and first of June 2018 
(while school was still in 
session) found that the 85th 
percentile speed to be 44 
mph. Seventy two percent 
of the vehicles were trav-
el-ing within the pace limits 
of 35 to 44 mph. 

There were 17 report-
ed crashes between Jan. 1, 
2014, and Dec. 31, 2016, 
with 10 crashes occurring 
in 2016. The determining 
factor for reducing this area 
from 45 mph to 40 mph was 
the crash rate. 

Does a speed limit set at 
the 85th percentile speed 
satisfy everyone? 

Society expects behav-
ioral consistency among 
those driving on our streets 
and highways. But drivers’ 
skills, attitudes and time 
pressures vary greatly, as 
does their perception of 
an appropriate speed limit. 
Whatever the speed limit, 
some will consider it too 

high; others, too low. What 
you should expect is that, 
within the latitude provided 
in Oregon law, engineers set 
the most appropriate speed 
limits on the basis of thor-
ough study and the appli-
cation of sound traffic engi-
neering principles. 

Is it always safe to drive at 
the speed limit? 

Speed limits are set for 
ideal conditions. 

Drivers need to respond 
to adverse conditions. Ore-
gon vehicle law requires that 

motorists drive at a reason-
able and prudent speed and 
with a regard for danger. 

Motorists must adjust 
their speed according to the 
existing vehicle and pedes-
trian traffic, road surface, 
lighting and weather con-
ditions. You should always 
maintain a safe speed. 

For more details about 
how speed zones are estab-
lished, call City of Florence 
Public Works at 541-997-
4106.
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Meet LCC board 

candidate Lisa 

Fragala March 2
Last fall, Lisa Fraga-

la was appointed to the 
Lane Community College 
(LCC) Board of Education 
and is running to be elect-
ed to the board to contin-
ue serving Lane County as 
an LCC board member. 

“LCC had a significant 
impact on my life,” said 
Fragala. “I understand and 
appreciate the critical role 
the college plays in Lane 
County.”

As a young adult, Fra-
gala attended LCC as she 
pursued a career in teach-
ing. 

She said her coursework 
was pivotal in building her 
confidence and discover-
ing she loved math. Now 
she brings that love to her 
work with second-grade 
students every day at Ad-
ams Elementary in Eu-
gene. 

“I want to contribute to 
the growth and develop-
ment of the college as a 
resource and as a vital part 
of the county,” said Fraga-
la.

Meet Fragala at a special 
meet and greet to be held 
Saturday, March 2, at the 
Florence Senior Center, 
1570 Kingwood St., begin-
ning at 1 p.m. 

There will be a light 
lunch, conversation and a 
chance for questions and 
answers.

Speed limit changing on Rhody Drive
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In 2019 we will be celebrating the 80th anniversary 
of our business in Florence. It is time to express the 

appreciation and gratitude we feel, and have always felt, for 
the friendship, trust and loyalty of those who live in this 

community. It is your confi dence in us and your continued 
patronage that has made these 80 years such a pleasurable 

experience. Th ank you. 
Johnston Motor Company 

Since 1939


