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The Heartfelt House, an
$8.4-million project, has
sparked the imaginations
and pulled at the heartstrings
of a diverse group of donors,
including individuals, corpo-
rations and community ser-
vice clubs.

Entirely funded through
philanthropy, the house is
emblematic of the region’s
tremendous generosity. So
far, more than 600 donors
have contributed from $10 to
$1 million, raising a total of
$5.8 million.
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Local Lions Clubs help raise funds to build Heartfelt House

Set to open in June, the
Heartfelt House will offer
comfortable, affordable lodg-
ing to out-of-town families
of patients at PeaceHealth
Sacred Heart Medical Center
at RiverBend in Springfield
and University District in
Eugene.

The  20,208-square-foot
house will be just a five-min-
ute walk from RiverBend.

Lions Clubs International
and local Lions, including
the service clubs in Flor-
ence, Mapleton and Yachats,
have raised $220,000 for the
Heartfelt House.

Lion Ed Gear has wit-
nessed that generosity first-
hand as he has talked about
the Heartfelt House at clubs
throughout the Willamette
Valley, coastal and southern
Oregon.

“I have not had to work
hard to get that kind of do-
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Artist's rendering of the Heartfelt House project offer comfortable, affordable lodg-
ing to out-of-town families of patients at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center
at RiverBend in Springfield and the University District in Eugene.

nation,” Gear said. “They just
immediately started contrib-
uting and very much wanted
to be a part of it”

The cause resonates with
people, Gear said, adding
that many Lions either know
people who have stayed
at a patient guest house
somewhere in the country,
or they've used one them-
selves.

A guest house lessens the
financial burden of being
away from home, but even
more important, it can help
ease the anxiety when a loved
one needs hospital care.

So much can't be con-
trolled when a family mem-
ber is in the hospital, Gear
said. “This part is in our con-
trol,” he said. “We can help
provide a warm bed, a kitch-
en and a place to let down?”

The project is especially
close to Gear’s heart because
of his role in bringing the
Patterson Street patient guest
house to Eugene.

As a Lions Clubs Inter-
national director in the late
1990s, Gear toured a guest
house the Lions had helped
establish in Christchurch,
New Zealand.

He and other club mem-

bers saw the need for one
in the southern Willamette
Valley.

They raised $280,000 to
help launch the Children’s
Miracle Network/Lions Pa-
tient Family Guest House
on Patterson Street near the
University District campus.

More than 20 area Lions
Clubs have contributed to
the Heartfelt House, includ-
ing those in Florence, Ma-
pleton, Eugene, Springfield,
Alvadore, Junction City, Cot-
tage Grove, Elkton, Suther-
lin, Yachats, Mapleton,
Coos Bay, Jefferson, Mon-
mouth-Independence, West
Salem, Brownsville, Halsey
and Albany.

Many other groups and
individuals also are gener-
ously supporting the Heart-
felt House. One example is
Oregon Community Credit
Union (OCCU), which cre-
ated a foundation earlier this
year to deepen its involve-
ment in community service.

The foundation’s inaugural
gift was $500,000 to support
the pediatric wing of the
Heartfelt House.

“We have a longstanding
relationship and are a long-
time supporter of Children’s

Miracle Network and be-
lieve that investing in the
health and well-being of the
youngest in our community
is a good way to support the
strength of the entire region,”
OCCU President and CEO
Ron Neumann said.

The 20-room guest house
will have a 10-room pediatric
wing and an a 10-room adult
wing. It will be a collabora-
tion between PeaceHealth,
which will own the land
and building, and Ronald
McDonald House Charities,
which will oversee day-to-
day operations.

Guests will pay from noth-
ing to a modest fee, depend-
ing on their circumstances.
But no one will be turned
away because of inability to
pay.

“Its our hope that the
Heartfelt House will provide
a place where families in our
region can be loved and re-
ceive the support that they
desperately need during their
most challenging times,
Neumann said.

There are still opportuni-
ties to give to the Heartfelt
House, which anticipates
serving up to 1,500 families
a year.

Community Suppers to begin tonight

The Florence Commu-
nity Suppers program,
hosted by local churches,
will be providing free com-
munity meals to all who
wish to attend.

The events are aimed at
hungry families, busy peo-
ple, lonely seniors, friends
and neighbors, all ages and
any walk of life.

Donations towards the

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY
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cost of the meals will be
accepted, but not required.

Meals are held Wednes-
day nights throughout the
month of January, with
dining times starting at
5:30 p.m. and lasting to
6:30 p.m.

o Jan. 2 — Presbyterian
Church, 3996 Highway 101

e Jan. 9 — New Life Lu-
theran Church, at 21st and

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Spruce streets

e Jan. 16 — St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church, 2135
19th St.

e Jan. 23 — United
Methodist Church, 333
Kingwood Ave.

e Jan. 30 — Held at the
United Methodist Church
with dinner prepared by
the Florence Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship.
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SSHEWN@S

Aj Shervin, Owner
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