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“We are tremendously re-
lieved and grateful to have the
Senate address the disparity
that has burdened our forest
for so long. We have managed
these forests since time began,”
Meade said. “We are excited to
once again be in control of a
small piece of our homeland?”

The legislation has several
goals. One element is the res-
toration of ancestral lands to
indigenous people that were
victimized by unethical gov-
ernment officials and civilians’
intent on cashing in on the gold
fever of the 1800.

Additionally, the bills" spon-
sors said they see the need to
expand the control native peo-
ples have over the resources
they own, such as timber and
minerals.

“While there is still much
work to be done to correct our
nation’s injustices towards Na-
tive Americans, the passage
of the Western Oregon Tribal
Fairness Act is an encourag-
ing move towards progress,’
DeFazio said. “This legislation
will finally grant the Coos, Cow
Creek and Coquille Tribes the
long-deserved opportunity to
manage their own economic
development and exercise their
own authority over tribal lands”

The bill's co-sponsors also
endorse the idea of increased
sovereignty of federally con-
trolled land for Oregon’s tribal
confederations.

“While more can and must
be done to rectify the injus-
tices that tribes have long faced,
passing this bill into law marks
an important step forward in
recognizing the sovereignty of
western Oregon tribes,” Wyden
said. “With the Western Ore-
gon Tribal Fairness Act, we will
enable tribes to enhance their
self-determination and ability
to restore ancestral lands, while
creating greater economic op-
portunity, he said. “Its long
overdue, and I am thrilled this
bill is heading to the president’s
desk to be signed into law?”

The bill also requires the De-
partment of the Interior to lo-
cate a similar amount of land in
the public domain and reclassi-
fy that land as Oregon and Cali-
fornia grant land.

Additional 2018 Highlights:

o Healthcare: This was a big
year for healthcare changes,
as Western Lane Ambulance
partnered with PeaceHealth
Peace Harbor to create Mobile
Integrated Healthcare, which
provides in-home services to
three types of patients: 30-day
readmissions, ER high utilizers
and Emergency Medical Ser-
vices high users. The Florence
area also now benefits from
concierge healthcare through
both Northwest Reflections and
the Siuslaw Medical Clinic. In
the January Special Election,
Measure 101, which upheld
health care taxes to fund the Or-
egon Health Plan through 2019,
passed overwhelmingly.

e New Cellphone Towers:
Residents to the north of Flor-
ence now have better reception
thanks to two new cell towers in
the neighborhoods of Mercer
and Sutton lakes.

o Performing Arts: Florence’s
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theater groups performed sev-
eral shows on the mainstage
and flat floor of the Florence
Events  Center, including
CROW’s “Disney’s Tarzan: The
Musical” and the annual Hol-
ly Jolly Follies and Last Resort
Players’ “A Nice Family Gath-
ering,” “Grey Gardens” and “A
Christmas Story” Plus, rising
young star Nyah Vollmar chose
her hometown to film the mu-
sic video for her first single,
“Empty Spaces,” produced by
InRage Entertainment, based
out of LA. SEAcoast Entertain-
ment also began its 2018/19
season.

o Plastics: Plastic waste, and
the best way to dispose of the
material, continued to be a ma-
jor concern for many Florence
residents during 2018, as the
options for recycling and re-
using plastic items re-mained
limited. The formation of a
group created specifically to
address the topic, Precious
Plastics Florence, has taken a
lead role in assisting individu-
als that want to do something
to reduce the amount of

ReVision Florence Streetscape Project set to begin February 2019

Continuing the vision of
what Florence can be, the
ReVision Florence streets-
cape project and associated
ODOT paving project have
combined, with a schedule
to begin construction in
February. The end result
will be a welcoming gate-
way for visitors and com-
munity members to experi-
ence Florence and all it has
to offer.

Alex Hodge Construc-
tion, Inc, of Bend is the con-
tractor for the $6.4 million
project. ODOT will man-
age the construction pro-
cess. The Florence Urban
Renewal Agency (FURA),
the City of Florence, proj-
ect engineering consultant
Murraysmith, and ODOT
will continue coordination
throughout construction.

The initial bidding period
in June 2018 resulted in bids
that exceeded the $7.4 mil-
lion project budget. Since

then, the FURA (represent-
ed by the City of Florence)
and ODOT worked with the
project’s engineering con-
sultant, Murraysmith, to re-
vise several components of
the project before rebidding
in October. Changes includ-
ed revising the timeline,
lane restriction changes,
and design modifications.

FURA and ODOT com-
bined the streetscape proj-
ect and the ODOT paving
project into one compre-
hensive project with a single
construction bidding pro-
cess and contractor. This al-
lowed savings in mobiliza-
tion and construction costs,
as well as reducing some of
the work needed for tem-
porary features that would
have been needed between
two separate projects.

The FURA Board was
committed to keeping the
ReVision Florence street-
scape project within the

$7.4 million budget, which
includes design engineer-
ing, right of way acquisition
and administration, design
review, construction, con-
struction engineering, fix-
tures, and contingencies.

On Nov. 15, 2018, the
combined ReVision Flor-
ence and paving project
bids were opened. Alex
Hodge Construction, Inc.
of Bend, Oregon, was the
low bidder and was award-
ed the contract.

The construction costs
for the streetscape portion
of the total project are with-
in FURAs ReVision Flor-
ence construction budget.

Construction updates
will be provided after a
mid-January pre-construc-
tion meeting is held and
the contractor’s schedule
is developed. To sign up
for updates on this project
and other City items, visit
ci.florence.or.us/newsletter/

subscriptions.

FURA, the City of Flor-
ence and ODOT have been
working on ReVision Flor-
ence since 2015. ReVision
Florence’s goal is to improve
the streetscape along the
Highway 101 and 126 cor-
ridors.

Improvements will in-
clude the addition of gate-
ways, public art, plazas,
wider sidewalks, ADA ac-
cessibility, bicycle lanes,
and other traffic calming
techniques. It will enhance
multi-modal transportation
options along Highway 101,
while simultaneously cre-
ating a more inviting, liv-
able, and vibrant commu-
nity. Funding for ReVision
Florence consists of FURA,
State, Federal, and Lane
County funds.

To find out more about
ReVision Florence, visit
ci.florence.or.us/urban
renewal/revision-florence.

plastic that they are throw-
ing away. These efforts have
included collect-ing plastic
waste from Florence res-
idents and transporting a
large load to the Lane Coun-
ty Glenwood Transfer site in
Eugene. Local waste com-
panies continue to severely
limit the types of plastic they
will accept during weekly
pick-ups as the international
situation regarding the ac-
ceptance of America’s plastic
waste remains unchanged.

o Public Art: In 2018, Flor-
ence’s years-long effort to in-
crease the area’s public effort
blossomed with several new
installations, including the
Art Exposed — Dynamic
Public Art Gallery in Histor-
ic Old Town Florence. The
Public Art Committee also
awarded bids for the Siuslaw
River Bridge Steps project
and the Gateway to Florence
Mural at the Central Lincoln
PUD building at the inter-
section of Highways 101 and
126. For more info, visit www.
ci.florence.or.us/bc-pac.

o Siuslaw Vision 2025:
In addition to the popular
Florence Boardwalk Market,
which runs on weekends
from spring to fall, Siuslaw
Vision 2025 opened the Flor-
ence Farmers Market from
May to October 2018. The
market will continue. For
more info, visit RiverCal.org.

o Volunteers: According to
the Florence Area Communi-
ty Coalition, 1,079 volunteers
donated a total of 73,984
hours to 14 groups in the
Siuslaw region last year, in-
cluding area museums, men-
torship programs, invasive
species removal in the dunes
and much more. At the City
of Florence alone, individu-
al volunteers provided 3,966
hours at the FEC, 3,623 in
the Florence Police Auxiliary,
2,932 at the Florence Munic-
ipal Airport and 506 in city
parks.

Siuslaw News will contin-
ue its review of 2018 this Sat-
urday with a look back at its
special series coverage.

Losing Your HEARING

or are your ears just plugged with EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF'!

You are invited for a FREE ear inspection
using the latest video technology to determine if
you could be helped by a hearing aid.

Now through January 9, 2019

Call for an appointment now to avoid waiting! It's All FREE!
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Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear
and have a thin tube that directs the sound into
your ear canal. The RIC (Receiver-In-The-Canal)
provides more targeted sound with a speaker
added to the end of the clear, thin tube.

More RIC Advantages:
e Smaller than ever

* More natural sounding
¢ Discreet and comfortable

* Best-in-performance features that reduce or
eliminate feedback and whistling

* The most versatile model - able to fit most
levels of hearing loss Most models are
. compatible with wireless Bluetooth®

Technology
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Save on our advanced line

of digital hearing aids.

BUY 1 GET 1
50% OFF!

Open Fit/Receiver-In-The-Canal
Advanced, powerful technology allows even

more options to wear this more natural sounding
and comfortable hearing aid.

FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection*

This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color monitor,
so you'll see exactly what we see to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show you what you've been missing and if you
can be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries
If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batteries.
If we test your hearing to see if you could be helped by a hearing aid you will receive

another FREE Package.

FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE...and factory
repairs, regardless of make or model shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.

In-The-Canal Advantages
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* Individualized

* Sizes to meet your lifestyle
» Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
» Comfortable to wear
* Most models compatible with wireless

Blue tooth® Technology
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Receiver-In-The-Canal Advantages

GENIUS™ AVAILABLE

“miniRIC RIC

* Versatile
* Utilizes the most advanced technology

* Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
* Rechargeable options

* Most models compatible with wireless Blue
tooth® Technology

XTRIC
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LIMITED TIME OFFER!
OPEN FIT TECHNOLOGY

995,00

MSRP 3090 SAVE 2095
Offer valid on Model ME2400

100% Digital & 100% Programmable

_Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers.
Limit one hearing aid per customer at the promotional price.

Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price -
All ME-1, ME-2 and ME-3 Solutions Hearing Aids

] Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase. No other
offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2,
ME-3 hearing aids. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. May not be combined with other offer and does not apply to prior sales.
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Some FEDERAL WORKERS and RETIREES may be eligible for Hearing Aids at NO COST That's Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee! No
Adjustment Fee! Most Insurance Plans are accepted including BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD**!

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!
I\, Miracle-Ear

FLORENCE
Mention Code: 19JanLosing

ready to move into.
Features hi-end finishes
and luxurious touches
throughout. Granite
countertops, ductless
heat pump and much
more.

$379,000

2775 Hwy 101 Suite B+ Florence, OR 97439
#11760 MLS#18666219

541-423-3142
NORTH BEND

1938 Newmark St., North Bend, OR, 97459 1217 N.Coast Hwy. Suite D Newport, OR 97365

541-236-2628 541-435-2753

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evolution and ability to adapt to amplification. Hearing test is an ic test to determine ion needs only. These
are not medical exams or diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek treatment from your physician. “*Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue
Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the
source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners. The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the purchase will be refunded.
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NEWPORT

“We’re next to the Bridge” SO%
100 Hwy. 101
See all Florence Listings at chcoast.com ~ COAST REAL ESTATE

o 541-997-7777




