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Tough tumes call for 

tough measures

We need to eliminate football as 

an expense that the schools simply 

cannot afford. Even if maintenance, 

teaching salaries, extracurricular ac-

tivities, etc., are apples and oranges 

budget wise, this sends a huge mes-

sage.

If we can’t afford a new school to 

keep the kids warm, dry and safe, or 

give our kids educations that prepare 

them for our 21st century, then we 

sure can’t afford football.

I know football is just as much for 

the community’s enjoyment as it is 

for the kids. But oh, well, sorry.

Tough times call for tough mea-

sures.
—Cris Reep

Florence

Faulure of bond measure 

leaees more concerns

I'm disappointed that the school 

bond measure failed. I understand 

that there may have been some con-

fusion regarding the cost of the bond 

versus property tax increase, and 

that future attempts will be made for 

smaller requests.

It is still concerning me, however, 

that in the meantime our precious 

students are being subjected to po-

tential hazards associated with an 

earthquake.

I have seen, fi rsthand, building 

damage and collapse due to liquifi ca-

tion of sand and resulting diff erential 

settlement of foundations. It’s true 

there may be minor stop-gap seismic 

retrofi t measures that could reduce 

some of the destruction potential. 

If so, I hope these can be evaluat-

ed and addressed to make the next 

bond proposal more palatable for 

taxpayers.
—Bill Craig

Florence
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As someone who has spent thou-

sands of his own dollars promot-

ing expanding Oregon’s end-of-life 

choices, the question of who stands to 

profit from the Death With Dignity 

movement is one I have have been cu-

rious about. 

I have reached out to Compassion 

& Choices, which is the original group 

that helped get Oregon’s Death With 

Dignity law passed. It is a well-financed 

organization that receives lots of do-

nations for promoting Oregon’s Death 

With Dignity law in other states. 

Like many, I believe this law is re-

strictive and could be much more 

compassionate. Compassion & Choic-

es has stated twice in the media — in 

the Washington Post and Siuslaw News, 

that it opposes my work through End 

Choices to make Oregon’s law more 

compassionate. It will not even com-

municate with me by telephone, email 

or Facebook. 

I have to wonder how it can, in good 

conscience, accept donations while 

calling itself  Compassion & Choices 

but not actually supporting compas-

sion? This is one question I have asked 

and have not been given an answer to.

Myself being very passionate about 

the issue cannot understand any group 

or individual that professes to support 

Death With Dignity but does not want 

to help Oregonions make the current 

law more compassionate.

Another well-financed nonprof-

it organization that opposes my work 

through End Choices is Right to Life. 

Given that the organization has quite a 

few religious-minded supporters who 

rely on their faith to guide them, I can 

understand. 

However, what bothers me is how 

Right to Life seems to misrepresent 

what is being asked for in expanding 

Oregon’s end-of-life choices to assure 

an individual’s advance directive is 

honored, even when they become vic-

itims of dementia. 

In the past three years, a bill was in 

front of the Oregon legislature to re-

write the state’s 25-year-old advance 

directive laws. And every year, Right to 

Life fought this bill with lots of money.

Last year, during the House of Repre-

sentative hearings for the bill, I was one 

of three people testifying to support the 

bill. Common sense asks, Why not re-

write a 25-year-old law? 

What I heard from some of the 200 

people who had signed up to oppose 

it — most from Right to Life — was 

that rewriting Oregon’s decades-old law 

would take rights away from those suf-

fering from dementia. Those of us who 

are educated on this subject through 

personal experience know the exact op-

posite is true. 

Today in Oregon, an individual’s ad-

vance directive may or may not be fol-

lowed in the event of dementia.

Once that happens, an individual’s 

right to choose is given to someone 

else — and they get to decide your end-

of-life options. One can only hope this 

person and your health care providers 

can agree on what your advance direc-

tive says, and whether you would have 

chosen to continue living with your de-

mentia. 

In my opinion, there is too much 

money being made on keeping people 

alive and living in a quality of life that 

would be unacceptable to them if were 

they still considered mentally compe-

tent.

End Choices has been working hard 

the last year and a half to try and get 

this changed. 

In the upcoming 2019 Oregon leg-

islative session, there will be a bill that 

will protect the rights of seniors and 

citizens with incurable conditions and 

unbearable suffering. 

An advanced directive filled out when 

someone is mentally competent should 

be a contract for an individual should 

they someday be considered mentally 

incompetent to choose for themselves. 

Oregonians need to educate themselves 

on the restrictions of the current Or-

egon Death With Dignity law and the 

rules regarding advance directives. 

Who really profi ts from the Death With Dignity movement?

Guest Viewpoint
By Bruce Yelle

End Choices


