
November is National Hospice and 

Palliative Care Month, and Peace-

Health Peace Harbor Medical Center is 

gearing up for its 23rd annual Light Up 

A Life ceremony, which raises funds for 

these vital services.

This year’s ceremony will be on Dec. 

8, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the 

Florence Events Center.

The Light Up A Life cere-

mony offers local residents an 

opportunity to remember and 

recognize their loved ones. 

Stars may be purchased to hon-

or a loved one who has died or 

someone special. The names 

will be attached to the stars, which are 

hung on a holiday tree. Stars of David 

are placed on a menorah table. 

Recognition is also given during the 

“reading of the names” segment of the 

ceremony.

Peace Harbor’s Hospice and Palli-

ative Care programs are overseen by 

Medical Director Ste-phen Kerner, 

DO. Although the hospital has provid-

ed hospice services for many years, the 

palliative care program is just two years 

old.

Dr. Kerner, who joined Peace Harbor 

13 years ago, is a passionate promoter 

of palliative care and hospice. His pa-

tient-centered philosophy has motivat-

ed him to drive as far as 45 minutes out 

of town on occasion to care for hospice 

patients who aren’t able to travel to the 

hospital.

Together, Dr. Kerner and his highly 

motivated team have built a successful 

community-based palliative care pro-

gram that has bridged the gap for many 

patients who did not qualify for home 

health services and were not yet ready 

for hospice. 

The program has greatly improved 

access to care for the most vulnerable 

patients, thereby reducing emergen-

cy department visits, boosting home 

health and hospice referrals 

and improving end-of-life 

care across the care contin-

uum.

Dr. Kerner attends all 

Hospice Advisory Board 

meetings, collaborating on 

ideas for provid-ing hospice 

in rural, remote locations. 

He also helps with fundraisers — in 

fact, he’s in the process of compiling a 

memorial video for the Light Up A Life 

ceremony.

For more information about Peace 

Health Peace Harbor Hospice or the 

annual Light Up a Life celebration, call 

541-997-3418.  
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PeaceHealth preparing for 23rd annual ‘Light Up a Life’ event

Local photog Rodger Bennett featured at Chamber

The Light Up A Life ceremony 

offers local residents an 

opportunity to remember and 

recognize loved ones.

The work of local photog-
rapher Rodger Bennett is 
featured in the monthly art 
exhibit at the Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Visitor Center in November. 
The Chamber features a dif-
ferent local art exhibit each 
month. 

Bennett’s exhibit includes 
nine of his photos, self-
framed, on high-gloss metal 
with sharp-as-a-tack detail 
and brilliant color. The piec-
es vary in size from medi-
um-sized accent photos to 
larger murals. 

There is also one of his 
photos printed on canvas 
with a floating frame. All are 
available to purchase after 
the exhibit ends in Decem-
ber. 

“This year's theme is 
largely wildlife that I enjoy 
photographing and display-
ing,” Bennett said. “Most are 
North American but there 
are a couple of African crea-
tures mixed in. It is pretty 

typical of my studio in Old 
Town, although there are no 
portraits on display. I really 
enjoy making portraits that 
people like. The studio is full 
of more photos, and many 
stories. 

“There are a couple of fa-
miliar local scenes on dis-
play as well; although the 
images are not the more of-
ten seen views of the sights 
we call our own.”

Bennett has many years of 
shooting and processing still 
photos and remains obsessed 
with the fundamentals that 
make a great photograph: 
light, shadows, composi-
tion and emotion. But to the 
question of his certificates or 
honors, he’ll only admit to “a 
few prizes and ribbons and 
lots of ooohs and aaaahhs.”

Bennett’s work general-
ly includes what he enjoys 
most — Oregon landscapes, 
wildlife, art, action photog-
raphy, individual and family 
portraits and business/com-

mercial photography.
Regarding Florence’s bour-

geoning art scene, Bennett 
thinks it is on a very positive 
trajectory.

“It seems that the quality 
of art in Florence has been 
pretty remarkable, but the 
display and marketing of 
local work has taken a giant 
step up,” said Bennett. “The 
local galleries just seem to 
get better and better. It’s an 
honor to have been chosen 
by the Chamber to hang my 
work in the Visitor Center, 
and I’m thankful that the 
Chamber appears to see the 
commercial, as well as the 
aesthetic and cultural val-
ues, of local people's creative 
abilities.  

“The Chamber’s support 
is certainly meaningful and 
appreciated.  It's flattering 
to have one’s work includ-
ed with all the attractive 
displays that are shown 
throughout the year.”

Chamber Executive Direc-

tor Bettina Hannigan said, 
“We are delighted to have 
Rodger’s work on display 
this month at the Chamber’s 
visitor center. The Cham-
ber is listed in the local art 
tour listings because of our 
monthly displays of photog-
raphy, paintings, or three-di-
mensional art by local artists 
and galleries.”

Bennett’s studio is open 
Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 228-
A Harbor Street in Florence. 
For more information, call 
541-991-0777 or visit Photo-
ByRodger.com. 

In November, the Cham-
ber’s Visitors Center is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

For more information 
about the Florence Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
how to join or volunteer, vis-
it FlorenceChamber.com or 
call 541-997-3128. 
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Happy Hour Monday-Friday 

3:00pm to 5:00pm

Reservations •  Take Out
1285 Bay Street in Old Town, Florence  

(541) 902-8338
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Seafood
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Fall is here, stop in today.

Where good friends &

great food come together!

Local EatsLocal Eats
Your guide to great
locally owned restaurants.

Mo’s Old Town, Florence • Daily 11 am - 8 pm

Serving Bowls of comfort for Over 50 Years

RestaurantMo’s

and for dessert...
SNICKER OR PEANUT BUTTER PIE FOR $5.95

HOT SHRIMP 

ARTICHOKE DIP 

$8.95

Surfside Restaurant  
 

CCome get your Loyalty Card! 
  

 Call: 541-997-8263 
 

Homestyle Comfort Food
New Fall Menu

Including: Beef Stew,

Shephard’s Pie , 

Meatloaf & Mashed Potatoes

The Grill Restaurant & Lounge 
a t  F l o r e n c e  G o l f  L i n k s

1201 35th Street at Kingwood, Florence 
541-997-4623 ext. 5Highway 101 & 35 St.

Fall/Winter

Hours:

10-am-5pm

Daily

Open Daily for

Breakfast 10am-1pm
Lunch 11am-5pm
Daily Happy hour 3-5pm,
Beer, Wine, Cocktails

Ladies of Elks

Holiday Bazaar & Bake Sale
November 9th & 10th

Elks Lodge West Door ~ 1686 12th St.

Friday 1-8:00 • Saturday 9-4:00

Gift  Items • Baked Goods • Jewelry

Decorations • Gourmet Desserts

Jams & Jellies • Candy

Homemade Soup, Chili & Cornbread

Saturday 11:30-1:30

$6.00

Drawing For Holiday Gi�  Baskets
Saturday Dec. 8th at Th e Tom & Jerry Party
Donations of $1.00 per ticket or 6 for $5.00

Need not be present to win

All Proceeds Go To Local Charities

Burns’s Riverside Chapel
Florence Funeral Home

2765 Kingwood St.   
Florence, OR

541-997-3416
24 Hours

burnsriversidechapel.comburnsriversidechapel.com
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