
T
he turnaround in the economy 
has been a mixed blessing for 

many local construction and con-
tracting businesses in recent years, as 
evidenced by increasing request for 
building permits and correspond-
ing inspections by employees of the 
Florence Planning Department. 

There has also been a renewed fo-
cus from both the City of Florence 
and the Siuslaw School District on 
the importance of a vital construc-
tion sector in the city, as Florence 
continues to grow. 

Unfortunately, many builders are 
having a hard time finding qualified 
workers to build homes, offices and 
industrial facilities in the Florence 
area.

The lack of trained workers has 
prompted a realization at leadership 
levels within the school district of 
the need for a more extensive and 
energized construction education 
program. Clint Tatum, a longtime 
builder, has been tasked with im-
proving Siuslaw’s class offerings in 
these areas. 

The Siuslaw School District web-
site cites the district’s plan to expand 
programs for business, technolo-
gy and construction education as a 
major reason to support Measure 

20-291 this November. The measure 
includes, as part of the plan for a new 
high school constructed with bond 
funds, a Career Technical Education 
area that will offer to teach students 
a wide variety of skills associated 
with building-related trades. 

If passed, the bond would include 
building a dedicated work/learning 
space to allow for improved edu-
cational opportunities and a closer 
collaboration with Lane Community 
College.

One of the major challenges faced 
by Siuslaw School District in accom-
plishing this goal is the lack of tools 
and equipment to teach students in-
terested in learning professional lev-
el building skills.

Tatum is the construction in-

structor at both the middle and high 
school. He sees the need for more 
young people to graduate from high 
school with a skill and a career path 
that will provide solid employment 
opportunities. 

“This is the first year of our Career 
Technical Educational (CTE) con-
struction course,” Tatum said. “Some 
of these kids need alternatives to col-
lege and our community needs more 
skilled workers, so I have spent my 
spare time contacting everyone that 
I have met over the past 20 years, 
working as a contractor, asking for 
donations of tools, used or new. 
The way I figure it, the less we need 
to spend on tools to get started, the 
more we will have for materials and 
the more projects we can build.”

The need for reliable, professional 
workers in the construction sector 
has become a pressing issue recently 
as older workers, many with decades 
of experience, are retiring. 

A recent improvement in the 
economy, and the renewed interest 
in building homes in the Florence 
area, has highlighted the need for 
Siuslaw to take a more proactive role 
in preparing workers for the many 
jobs associated with construction. 

Plumbing, electrical and metal 
fabrication are important elements 
of the construction field that require 
significant training, with the end re-
sult being long-term, good paying 
jobs. 
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Clint Tatum, an instructor at Siuslaw middle and high schools, displays some of the donated tools and 

equipment that the district has recently received from area merchants. Tatum is upgrading the con-

struction class offerings in the school district and will be accepting donations from the community 

and local merchants to build a collection of professional level equipment to train students in fields 

related to building and construction.
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Soroptimist of Florence 

Fundraiser

 Tickets Available NOW

Come and join us for an evening of FUN!

OCTOBER 20, 2018, 6:00 P.M.
Florence Events Center, 715 Quince St., Florence

Contact: Frankie Jorgensen 541-902-7948 

Shasta McMullen    541-991-2353

$$5050

Sponsored by:

Banner Bank • BeauxArts • Bill & Katie Prosser • Frankie & Harry Jorgensen
Hine Investments • Hoberg’s Auto Repair • Oregon Pacifi c Bank

R & R King Logging • Rodger & Carol Bennett • Rotary Club of Florence
Siuslaw News • Spruce Point Assisted Living & Memory Care

Siuslaw seeks tool 

donations to build into 

construction program

By Mark Brennan
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Changing how we vote

The future of voting in Lane 
County in non-partisan elec-
tions will be decided this No-
vember as electors decide on 
Measure 20-290.

The question put forth to 
voters is: “Shall Lane Coun-
ty amend Charter to adopt 
‘Score then Automatic Runoff ’ 
method for counting candidate 
votes in local office races?”

The measure would look 
to affect two aspects of Lane 
County voting: Primaries and 
how citizens vote.

“I think it’s a powerful, rev-
olutionary first step,” Hallie 
Roberts, campaign manager for 
STAR voting, told the Siuslaw 
News in June. “I don’t think 

it’s a cure-all patch for every-
thing, but I think it’s absolutely 
a step in the right direction for 
our voting method. Whatever 
changes need to be made to go 
along side of it, we can address 
those one at a time.”

Roberts believed STAR 
would not be the end-all-be-
all to fix voting America, but 
rather acting as a first step to 
a broader conversation in how 
America elects its officials.

While the measure would 
only affect non-partisan races 
held in Lane County — city 
races, like mayoral candidates, 
would not be affected — Rob-
erts hopes that a successful 
rollout of the program would 
lead to a broad adoption of 
STAR throughout the state, 
revolutionizing how Orego-

nians vote.
For the primaries, the mea-

sure would look to eliminate 
the May primaries for the 
non-partisan Lane County rac-
es for commissioners, sheriffs, 
assessors and district attorneys. 

Instead, the votes would take 
place during the main Novem-
ber election.

Holding May primaries can 
have some adverse effects, both 
financially and in the electorate 
that gets heard from.

Generally, May voting is the 
purview of partisan voters in 
Oregon as it is a time for Re-
publicans and Democrats to 
pick their nominees for the 
general election, such as gover-
nor or federal representatives. 

However, only a fraction of 
registered voters cast ballots 

in primaries. In fact, only 33.6 
percent of Oregonians cast 
ballots in this year’s primary, 
the lowest turnout since 1998, 
according to a May article in 
The Oregonian. 

Despite the low number, 
Oregon is doing better than 
in the rest of the country. In 
2018, only 19.6 percent of reg-
istered voters in America cast 
ballots for their states repre-
sentative for the federal House 
of Representatives, according 
to an October study by Pew 
Research. 

And the voters are older. 
In Texas this year, only 4.7 
percent of all early primary 
voters were under 30, accord-
ing to the Texas Monthly in a 
February article.

See STAR page 8A

A look at STAR voting and 

Lane County Measure 20-290

— Nov. 6 General Election —

By Jared Anderson

Siuslaw News

Meet the candidates for 

Florence City Council

As part of the Nov. 6 General 
Election coverage, Siuslaw News 
reached out to the four candi-
dates running for positions on 
the Florence City Council. 

Florence Mayor Joe Henry is 
again running unopposed for his 
two-year position. Three com-
munity members, Geraldine Lu-
cio, Maureen Miltenberger and 
incumbent Woody Woodbury, 
are in the running for two four-
year city council positions, which 
are currently held by Susy Lacer 
and Woodbury, who was ap-

pointed to the council in January.
All four candidates answered 

questions about their experienc-
es, reasons for running and plans 
for the city. In alphabetical order, 
read an introduction to each per-
son and then see their responses 
to five questions.

Disclaimer: Siuslaw News is 
not endorsing any candidate or 
measure included in this series. 
Any views or opinions stated are 
exclusively those of the individuals 
themselves. Siuslaw News is not 
responsible for the accuracy or re-
liability of information submitted 
by the individuals.

See CANDIDATES page 7A

Mayor runs unopposed as 3 candidates 

vie for 2 city council positions
By Chanielle Meyer

Siuslaw News

After 20 years, 
City Club’s 

future is 
uncertain

The City Club of Florence’s mission is to 
“inform its members and the local commu-
nity on issues of common interest, empha-
sizing the responsibilities and obligations of 
being good citizens.” 

This goal has been met by the founders 
and members of the club since its inception 
in 1998. For the past two decades, the con-
versations coordinated by members of the 
club have stimulated thoughtful discussion 
among Florence residents.

Unfortunately, the end of an era may be 
fast approaching as City Club membership 
has dwindled to only two active members. 
And those two members are retiring at the 
end of the year.

Ralph Nichols and Ruth Baumrucker are 
the last of a membership group that had 
numbered in the dozens at the beginning of 
the millennium. Those days are long gone, 
and the future of City Club is in serious 
doubt.

“I’ve been involved with City Club for four 
years, mostly on the steering committee,” 
Baumrucker said. “When I started there were 
six or seven members on that committee and 
now we are down to just two members. And 
we are wearing all of the hats. So, we need to 
spread the wealth and get more new people 
involved … mainly because Ralph and I are 
retiring at the end of the year and there is re-
ally no one to take our places.” 

By Mark Brennan

Siuslaw News

See CITY CLUB page 9A See TOOLS page 9A
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