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HEALTHCARE from page 5A

“I helped you out of bed,” Martin re-
called. “And you walked out here (to the
living room) with your walker.”

“It was not good,” David said. “T'm
sure Chris said, T don’t think I'll come
back there again”

“Oh no, not at all; Martin said.
“We've got quite a little bond”

David credits Martin for his recovery.

“It's because Chris has been real
straight with me,” David said.

Martin took David’s vital signs and
talked more about medication.

“Do you want me to come back next
month?” Martin asked. “It’s up to you.
Id be happy to come back out. If not,
you have my number.”

“I always enjoy the exchange, if you
want to come back out,” David said.
“Give Patricia the date, and we'll get you
on the calendar”

David didn’t have any upcoming doc-
tors’ appointments, so it was decided
Martin would come back to check on vi-
tals, and to make sure the balance issues
weren't getting worse.

David talked about his experiences
with the local medical system.

“We're lucky here)” he said. “I think
it's a good hospital, and for the most part
you get good care. Pat and I are lucky.

We've probably got, I think, the best
primary care physician in the area, and
that’s Aaron Holmes. He is so awesome,
and he doesn’t quit. I hope he doesn’t do
like the other doctors and leave.

“I know they’re trying to get good
doctors in there. It's hard getting into a
community like this, unless you want to
do geriatric medicine. Medicine here is
tough”

“THEY’RE DOING OKAY”

As Martin was leaving the house,
he egged on David once again to keep
walking. “Make sure you use the sticks,”
he told David, who said he said he
would.

“He’s a talker, and hes hilarious;
Martin said as he drove back to Western
Lane Ambulance. “The visit went well.
First time I saw him, he could barely
walk from the bed 10 feet to a chair. Af-
ter the surgery, he was using the walker
inside his living room. Six weeks later,
he was able to take it down to the end of
the road and back. He was up to about
three-quarters of a mile, three or four
times a week.”

As for the strictly medical part of the
visit, there wasn't much to report. The
vitals were good, there were no dangers
around the house. Still, the visit took an

hour.

“A big part of my job is the social
aspect, particularly people out here
who are retired,” Martin said. “They’re
in their home and they don't get out.
One of things I do is encourage them
to go out to places, see people and get
involved. There’s a senior center, with
lunches to go out to”

But what about patients like David,
where mobility is an issue?

“There’s also places that will come out
and give rides] Martin said. “We just
need to get them out and about. Today
became a lot less medical and more so-
cial. Just making sure he can get stron-
ger and better”

For Martin, the social aspect of the
Mobile Integrated Healthcare program
is key to understanding why it works.

“Depression leads to a lot more med-
ical problems, which leads to a lot more
visits to a doctor’s office,” he said. “That
leads to more money for them to have
to pay out after insurance. If it takes me
going out and talking to them for a few
minutes, then I have saved money. It
saves the patients’ money, as well as the
insurance company and the hospital. By
just going out there and talking to them.

“A lot of people just want reassurance
that they’re doing okay”

Call the Siuslaw News to Join Our Senior Directory

541-997-3441

Shorewood
Senior Living

1451 Spruce St.
541-997-8202

Sprace=Point

an.assisted-living and
Memory. Care-community

375 9th St, Florence, OR 97439 « (541) 997-6111

Word of Mouth Home Décor
BALLL GATHERING]EVENT

Friday, October 12th « 3:00pm to 6:30pm
Saturday, October 13th ¢« 10am to 3:00pm

Grab your friends and come see
what is new at Word of Mouth.

Lots of new furniture and fall home décor
items by Rekindled Restoration, Signs by The
Wren’s Nest, Fall hand poured soy candles by
Tin Pony Soap House, throws and pillows and

much more by PCBHome.
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HEARING
ASSOCIATES

of Florence

1901 Hwy 101, Ste A
Florence, OR 9/439

Come visit our new location for refreshments and fun door prizes!

Don’'t Miss Another Moment

Come See Us at Our
New Location

Join Us at Our Open House * Thursday, Nov 1« 12-6pm
1901 Hwy 101, Ste A, Florence

(Across from Knecht'’s Auto Parts and Pizza Hut)

Florence's Only
Doctors of Audiology

Scott Anderson, Au.D.
Steven G. Anderson, Au.D.

541.991.4475

HearingAssociatesofFlorence.com

Serving Florence
for another 20 years ‘

—

New Move-In
Special
Trade in for up to $500 off.

Hearing aids will be

donated to charity.
Expires 11/15/18.




