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“Her vision of it was just incredi-
ble,” said Annie, who played the op-
era star Maria Callas in the produc-
tion. “It was a very technical show, 
and, oh boy, was that grueling. Leah 
was always great, though, never 
pressuring me. She was always doing 
everything to help me out.”

The small cast included Sheena 
Moore, who had previously worked 
with Leah on “Les Mis.”

“The times I was able to work with 
her, it was like the stars aligned so I 
could work with her,” Sheena said. 
“She was easy to work with, and her 
directing style was conducive to her 
personality. She was very much an 
actor’s director. She would say, ‘Just 
do what feels right to you.’ She was 
very open and easygoing.”

Leah continued that openness 
in her personal life. A founder of 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) in 
Florence, she attended Florence 
United Methodist Church partly due 
to its nature as a reconciling congre-
gation, or a church open to inclusion 
of people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities.

“The whole idea of acceptance 
and taking people where they are, 
and allowing the spiritual side of 
people who may be hiding to come 
out and be open, was important to 
her,” said Kathleen, who worked 
with Leah to provide sound and vid-
eo services for the church. 

Kathleen actually met Leah at the 
church. She hadn’t planned on at-
tending, but the congregation kept 
pulling her back.

Besides running sound, Leah also 
served on the Nurture Committee, 
which takes care of members within 
the church.

“She was very, very grounded in 
her spiritual life,” Kathleen noted.

“She was a quiet force of nature,” 
Annie added. “And, for me to say as 
a practicing atheist, she was a Chris-
tian who lived everything she be-
lieved. I have never in my life known 
a more generous person.”

“Generous” is a term that often 
came up with Leah, though she 
again preferred her actions be kept 
behind the scenes. Last December, 
she commissioned local artist Kassy 
Keppol to create a Christmas mural 
that could be displayed in her par-
ents’ yard. Kassy said she planned 
to use the payment to buy holiday 

gifts for a family 
in need, so Leah 
increased the 
amount she paid.

“She was a 
lover and a giv-
er. She gave and 
gave and gave. 
And she never 
stopped,” Kath-
leen said. “She 
was like the En-
ergizer Bunny. 
Her email was 
spitfire — spit-
fire Leah. That 
was perfect for 
her. And she 
cared so much for so many people. 
If she loved you, she loved you full 
out.”

Leah often helped people in tan-
gible ways, including yard work and 
household tasks.

“Besides working together in the-
ater, which we did for a lot of plays, 
she was at my house all the time 
doing stuff,” Annie said. “She was 
up on my roof cleaning the gutters 
out, working in the gardens and do-
ing repairs that needed to be done. 
Anywhere I look in my house there’s 
Leah.”

Sometimes, during a long week-
end of shows, such as the FEC’s 
Winter Music Festival, Leah might 
slip away for an hour or two to help 
someone with their lawn. Anyone 
who needed help, and she would 
be there, either herself or someone 
stepping in because she asked. She 
also helped keep the grounds at the 
Methodist Church.

“If someone needed something 
fixing, she was there,” Kathleen said.

Even with the infrequent setbacks 
from her illnesses, Leah always 
bounced back, often with more ideas 
and grander schemes.

Local vocal coach and performer 
Jason Wood was often roped into 
helping.

“She always wanted to do projects 
and she wanted us to be involved,” 
he said.

Sometimes he was able to step in, 
such as in LRP’s “Sound of Music” 
in 2013, when he took the role of 
Captain von Trapp, but sometimes 
it didn’t work out. It didn’t matter. 
Leah would ask again about another 
project. 

Once, however, Leah was the one 
pursued for a role on stage.

“This story is never going to be 

as good as she told it,” Sheena ob-
served. 

In 2014, Last Resort Players was 
casting “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee.”

“The role of vice principal is 
someone who sees under the sur-
face, and it needs a dry, sarcastic 
sense of humor. I thought about it 
… and thought, ‘Oh! Leah will be 
perfect,’” Sheena said. “I tell her, ‘I’m 
looking for someone who plays the 
vice principal, and I need someone 
who is really dry and blunt, and is 
really sarcastic. Would you be in-
terested?’ And she thought it was 
hilarious.”

Leah reacted with the humor that 
made her perfect for the role of Vice 
Principal Donna Panch, a lovelorn 
hasbeen recently returned to help 
moderate the school’s spelling bee.

“I’ll never forget her delivery of 
the ‘I’m lactose intolerant’ line, and 
it was just the perfect delivery,” Shee-
na said.

Leah never again took the stage, 
but she continued to work with 
shows. “Grey Gardens,” coming this 
Nov. 2 to 4 at the FEC, was the final 
play she worked on.

“That is a show she has wanted to 
do for years,” Annie said. “It was a 
hard sell, because most people have 
never heard of it. But you read it, and 
oh my goodness, it’s funny — but 
darkly comic. There are these won-
derful scenes, and she knew exactly 
what she was going to do.”

According to Kathleen, part of the 
reason it took so long for “Grey Gar-
dens” to come into fruition was that 
Leah was still working out the show 
in her mind. 

“From what she said, she was try-
ing her feet with ‘Master Class’ first. 
‘Master Class’ was also obscure, and 

we sold out, and I think that really 
gave her that boost of, ‘If we can sell 
out that one, we can sell out “Gray 
Gardens”’— or, at least, have great 
sales,” Kathleen said.

Although Last Resort Players 
and Florence’s theater groups had 
proved several times what Florence 
was capable of with its shows, people 
had doubts — “but Leah convinced 
them,” Annie said.

“Leah liked hearing stuff that peo-
ple didn’t think she could do, or that 
could be done in Florence, and then 
doing it,” Sheena said. “She always 
liked meaty projects, or projects 
that weren’t all just yuks and laughs. 
They were big undertakings — and 
‘Grey Gardens’ is a big undertaking. 
There’s a lot of subtext and dark, sad 
things.”

The play is about Edith Bouvier 
Beale and her grown daughter, Edie, 
and the history of their estate, the 
Grey Gardens. It can be played as 
big as Broadway, but the Last Resort 
Players are bringing it down into a 
refined, concert-style performance. 

The show was already cast and in 
rehearsals when news of Leah’s death 
came to Florence. 

“With the blessing of the family, 
we are going on with this play as a 
tribute,” Annie said. “It’s hard to 
think of what you want to do when 
you’re grieving like that, but we de-
cided to go forward with the show 
and talked about what we should 
do. … Finding a new director was 
the big issue, and Jason saved our 
bacon.”

Jason had previously declined a 
role in the show, as summer is an 
important performance time for his 
drag queen alter ego, Fanny Rug-
burn. But, for Leah, he was willing 
to put things on hold and become 

the play’s direc-
tor.

“I did it be-
cause it was 
the right thing 
to do,” he said. 
“Have you ever 
been proposed 
something, and 
you can’t say no? 
You can’t say no 
to it. You have to 
do it,” he said.

Sheena said, 
“And he already 
had an affinity 
for the show and 
a love for the 

source material.”
Working with the “Grey Gardens” 

producers, Jason and Annie clarified 
their vision for the show, moving it 
onto the more intimate space of the 
flat floor at the FEC.

“It needed to be smaller and more 
refined,” Jason said — because, as 
Sheena said, “The show is more 
about the emotional content than it 
is about spectacle.”

“It’s really about the characters,” 
Jason added.

According to Annie, the concert 
style show will still be fully cos-
tumed and memorized, but the set 
will be suggested through a Prosce-
nium arch. The musicians and ac-
tors will likely be visible through the 
whole show.

“It’s going to be terrific,” she said. 
“We will have a minimal kind of set 
that will just suggest the Grey Gar-
dens Estate. We did that all with (her 
parents) Rosie and Butch’s blessing. 
They said, ‘Absolutely. You’ve got to 

do this.’”
In a way, the cast and the local 

community have taken up the man-
tle of honoring Leah by continuing 
the show.

“She took us all as we were, even 
people with very different view-
points than her,” Sheena said. “Even 
people with viewpoints that were 
detrimental to her, she was still lov-
ing and accepting.”

Leah provided a bridge for the 
theater world, connecting equip-
ment and services to anyone who 
needed an extra hand. 

“Everybody says, ‘She was my 
best friend,’” Kathleen said. “I know 
I’m not the only one who says that. 
And what an impact! Not everyone 
can say that, that everyone you meet 
thinks that they’re more important 
than everybody else they’ve ever 
met. Wow. Leah was so kind. And 
she didn’t just give words to it, she 
gave actions to her kindness.”

A celebration of Leah’s life will be 
held this Saturday, Sept. 9, at 1:30 
p.m., at the FEC, 715 Quince St. In 
lieu of flowers, people are encour-
aged to make a donation to Friends 
of the Florence Events Center or the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society.

In addition, the Friends of the 
FEC have a memorial brick planned 
to honor Leah, and community 
members are working with Western 
Lane Community Foundation to 
establish a scholarship fund in her 
name. More details will be available 
during the celebration of life.

For more information about 
the Last Resort Players’ produc-
tion of “Grey Gardens,” visit www.
lastresortplayers.com.
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Let Paul show you a new car or truck.Let Paul show you a new car or truck.

Stop by today!Stop by today!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Melody Beaudro

Principal Broker

541 991-215188865 Shoreline Dr – Stunning ocean views 

abound in this updated beach front Kla-Ha-Nee 

home, with 3 bdrms, 2.5 baths plus bonus stu-

dio with walk in closet. Updated kitchen with all 

new appliances, 2-car garage, as well as an RV 

garage with room for your beach toys. $799,000. 

#2864-18456475

Price Reduction

Always Something HappeningAlways Something Happening

541.997.1994  |  888.968.4086541.997.1994  |  888.968.4086
715 QUINCE STREET  |  FLORENCE, OR 97439  |  WWW.EVENTCENTER.ORG

What’s Coming Up:

TANGO OF THE WHITE GARDINIA 

presented by CASCADIA OPERA

Friday,  SEPT. 14  7:30 p.m.

 

SIUSLAW WATER SHED COUNCIL –

CELEBRATE SALMON FUNDRAISER

Saturday,  SEPT 22   5:30 p.m.

 

FLORENCE FESTIVAL OF BOOKS 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: AMY STEWART

Friday, SEPT 28 7:00 p.m.

 

FLORENCE FESTIVAL OF BOOKS

Saturday,  SEPT 29th  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The name you have learned to trust, 

now in our new state of  the art practice in Eugene!

Dr. Sarah Rincker, DPM, FACFAS
4750 Village Plaza Loop, Suite 202, Eugene, Oregon 97401

541-650-6170

Earn a great starting salary 
without racking up debt
 from a 4-year college.

Register now for an Associates Degree in Energy Management 
from Lane Community College. Training includes online coursework 

and hands-on fieldwork with mentors.

The old resources are increasingly scarce, 
expensive to extract, and destructive 

to the environment.

New, renewable energy resources and 
products, technology, and tools to increase 

energy efficiency are being developed. 

Starting Pay $20-$30/hr.

NEW ENERGY JOBS

Renewable Resources

High Performance 
Buildings

Energy Efficient
Appliances

Heating, Ventilation,
and Air Conditioning 
Systems

OLD ENERGY JOBS

Oil

Coal

Nuclear

Join the growing energy efficiency industry. Earn your 2-year degree 
on line, on your schedule. 
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Last Resort Players’ 2014 production of “Les Misérables”


