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Friends of the FEC seeks
donations, vendors for
Indoor Yard Sale
Trying to figure out what to
do with those items piling up
in your spare bedroom and
garage? You know, the ones
that are way too good to throw
away but that are taking up
way too much space? Donate
them to the Friends of the
Florence Events Center Indoor
Yard Sale scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 4.
The Friends use proceeds
from the sale of your donations for much-needed projects and improvements at
the event center, the gem of
Florence. Donations may be
dropped off at Florence Events
Center, 715 Quince St., during
normal business hours.

Alternatively, you can become a yard sale vendor by
purchasing a booth.
If you are a nonprofit organization, a single booth costs
only $35; the price is $45 if you
are an individual or a nonprofit organization.
For complete information,
call the event center at 541997-1994 or go online to www.
eventcenter.org and click on
the Indoor Yard Sale icon.
The online application is
located there, or you can pick
one up at the Florence Events
Center.
Applications are being accepted now and are expected
to sell out.
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up at the end of last year, with
only a small reserve fund on
hand to pay the outstanding
debts.
This led to a fiscal shortfall
at the end of 2017 that nearly
terminated organizational operations due to lack of money,
which necessitated a direct
request to the community for
aid in order to remain in operation.
The response to the request
for assistance was positive and
Florence Food Share received
a number of significant donations, in addition to many
smaller amounts, which averted a forced closure. It also received a substantial financial
commitment from local business Top Hydraulics to support the food pantry for 2018.
Florence Food Share still
needs to receive donations or
funding for the operational expenses it incurs every month.
However, the organization
does not have to worry about
paying rent, as the New Life
Lutheran Church has for many
years essentially donated the
buildings and land used for
the Food Share Garden. This
donation allows the nonprofit
to focus on obtaining the ancillary funding it needs to operate the pantry and to pay its
small staff.
“My first priority is to reach
out to our donors and community partners in order to make
a difference through community outreach and education,
in partnership with other
organizations, to minimize
hunger and develop successful
programs that have a significant impact in our community,” Montes said.
This is the work that Montes
is going to focus on in the next
few months, with additional
attention going to encouraging some of the more active
donors and volunteers to consider a long-term endowment
or legacy donation. Support of
this kind could help ensure the
future for an organization that
has helped thousands of Florence area residents over the
past 30 years.
When asked what was most
needed by the organization at
this time, Montes said, “We are
always in need of volunteers.
If it wasn’t for the hard work
and dedication of our team of
volunteers, we would not be
able reach our goal to alleviate
hunger.”
For more information about
Florence Food Share, visit
www.florencefoodshare.org or
call 541-997-9110.

Florence Food Share has
had a bit of a rollercoaster ride
during the last year, capped by
Barton’s exit and the hiring of
Montes.
Last summer, an upgrade
to the facility provided necessary additional space to serve
clients and to prepare food for
distribution. The workspaces
for staff were also improved,
making the physical layout of
the building more user friendly. These modest renovations
were paid for by a combination
of a grant coupled with community donations.
Unfortunately, public perception was such that since
construction and renovations
were underway at the food
share, its financial situation
was secure — which proved to
be inaccurate.
The money received for
structural improvements was
dedicated for that purpose,
and other uses for those funds
were restricted. Operating expenses were not part of that
grant and the bills were piling
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DO YOU HAVE A HEARING LOSS?
IT MAY BE AFFECTING YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE.
Your hearing loss may seem insignificant now but studies have linked
untreated hearing loss to real-world consequences1:
• Reduced alertness and increased risk to personal safety
• Greater risk of developing dementia
• Fatigue, tension, stress and depression
• Avoidance or withdrawal from social situations

Improve your life with better hearing!

$500 OFF

Call 541-991-4083, mention this ad and receive a
complimentary hearing evaluation appointment.

A Pair Of
Premium Level
Hearing Aids

Experience You Can Trust
Best For Hearing is a family-owned business with a 38-year history in providing
hearing help to those with hearing loss. We are committed to the total hearing
health needs of our patients and their families and recognize that hearing
impairments effect not just individuals, but entire families.

Please call us today to begin your life of better hearing.
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W H E N E X P E R I E N C E CO U N TS
We go to EXTREMES to solve your hearing problems!

2285 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439

541-991-4083
Family Helping Families Hear Better

BestForHearing.com
1
Statistics from Better Hearing Institute.
© 2018 Starkey. All Rights Reserved. 5/18 237572255

SIUSLAW NEWS
Follow us on

Twitter
@SIUSLAWNEWS

