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FLORENCE PLAYERS STAGE RELATIVELY NICE SHOW

LAST RESORT PLAYER’S

‘A Nice Family
Gathering’

REVIEW BY BURNEY GARELICK

Who you gonna call when a ghost
appears at the family Thanksgiv-
ing dinner?

No, not Ghostbusters. Not in the case of
the blithe spirit in “A Nice Family Gather-
ing” a comedy by Phil Olson, now being
staged by the Last Resort Players on the
flat floor at the Florence Events Center,
715 Quince St.

The ghost is Dad (Dana Rodet), the
patriarch of the Lundeen family of Min-
neapolis. Dad is 10 months deceased and
unable to cross over on account of un-
finished business. A busy doctor and an
avid golfer, Dad forgot to tell Mom (Linda
Sherwood) that he loved her.

Dad appears only to his younger son,
Carl (Grant Harmond), to ask him to
deliver the message to Mom. But Carl is

reluctant and angry as he’s convinced his
father never paid him any attention and
always favored his brother, Michael (Joe
Mathews). Carl is a would-be writer and
a truck driver for Pillsbury. He looks like a
doughboy that's been on the road for days
and slept in his clothes. Michael is a spifty
doctor with a fancy car, a country club
membership, and an expensive hormonal
wife, Jill (Kristi Wittington).

Sure enough, upon his entrance, Mi-
chael comes off as arrogant and full of
himself while Carl schleps across the
stage, the forgotten son. But the brothers
have it good compared with their sister,
Stacy (Sheri Susee), who really is the for-
gotten child.

Ditsy Mom is slipping into dementia,
forgetting names and serving turkey dogs
and Cheese Whiz for Thanksgiving din-
ner, but her mind rallies when it comes to
explaining high finance.

Mom has invited a guest to join the
gathering, Jerry (Chuck Knorr), Dads
golfing buddy, who inadvertently throws
a monkey wrench into the plot.

There you have it — a dysfunctional

family gathering for a nice holiday cele-
bration.

We love to laugh at dysfunctional fam-
ilies, as long as they are not our own. But
sometimes the subject of our amusement
becomes relatively relevant, and we need
to re-evaluate our long-term understand-
ing and renew our relationships — while
we still can.

That is exactly what happens to the
Lundeen family. But there will be no
spoilers here. You'll have to join this nice
family gathering and see for yourself.

The seven actors function well together
on a comfortable living room set under
the direction of Judy Adams Kaplan and
her stalwart crew.

Four of the players are familiar to local
theatergoers. Knorr is a wonderful char-
acter actor, always hitting the right tone
to spark a healthy laugh. Harmond, an
agreeable sideman in many recent pro-
ductions, takes the lead at this nice gath-
ering and handles it with aplomb. Ro-
det, a theatrical craftsman, materializes,
walking through walls as an elegant, witty
ghost reminiscent of Cosmo Topper’s

George Kirby. Sherwood, who was ex-
traordinary playing multiple parts in last
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year’s “Greater Tuna” at Class Act The-
atre, is a delight as the family matriarch;
she even affects a credible Minnesota ac-
cent and tells a few Ole and Lena jokes.
The three new players are exceptionally
adept at filling the stage with vitality and
zest. Mathews has a comic flair and phys-
ical flexibility. Susee has a subtle, satirical

approach that makes you smile with ap-
preciation. Whittington has emotive gen-
erosity that enhances her fellow players.

We look forward to seeing them all
again, and they look forward to seeing you
at “A Nice Family Gathering” this week-
end and next.

The show plays June 9 to 10 and 15 to
17. For more information, call 541-997-
1994 or visit eventcenter.org.
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Weese continued, “We eventu-
ally chose the old senior center
site on Airport Road for the grant
proposal because of its central, in
town location; availability of util-
ity infrastructure; its proximity to
family services like Miller Park,
the Boys and Girls Club and the
Siuslaw schools; and it is zoned
multi-family, is owned by the
COF has a history of intended use
for affordable housing ... and is
kind of a ‘Goldilocks’ site in terms
of lot size — it is not too big, not
too small and really fits the model
of this sort of development”

The lot size is 1.73 acres, or
73,359 square feet, and is zoned
multi-family residential. It is also
the current site of the Florence
First Harvest Community Gar-
den, but Weese indicated the city
is willing to help the garden find

a new site.

Representatives from NEDCO
and WNHS presented on the or-
ganizations' histories and plans
moving forward.

NEDCO Executive Director

Emily Reiman explained that
once the merger is complete, she
will serve as executive director
and interim WNHS Executive
Director Brigetta Olson will be
the deputy director. The new
name for the merged nonprofits
has yet to be announced.

“We will be, for all intents and
purposes, a bigger and better
version of what both of us are as
community development corpo-
rations,” Reiman said.

As organizations that develop
housing opportunities and teach
a variety of classes on home-
ownership and fiscal planning,
NEDCO and WNHS are looking
forward to applying successful
affordable housing models to the
Florence area.

“Homeownership is a really
key method by which working
class families have been able to
better their financial position
over time, Reiman said. “This
is part of Americas history. We
know that homeownership is a
dream that families are willing to
make fairly profound changes in
their finances in order to attain

that dream”

She said homeownership has a
host of social benefits — includ-
ing healthier residents, children
who do better in school and abil-
ity to reinvest in the community
— and is the single best way for
lower income families to gain as-
sets over time.

“Homeowners are more likely
to invest in their community in
ways like being engaged in vol-
unteerism, being members of
civic associations and running
for elected offices because they
are permanent and want to be an
invested member of that commu-
nity;’ Reiman said.

However, there is a gap be-
tween the AMI of working-class
families and the affordability of
available housing.

According to Reiman, a work-
ing-class couple was able to buy
their first house in the 1960s for
the median cost of what that cou-
ple made in a year.

“Since the 1980s, that gap has
just skyrocketed,” she said. “Now,
we're looking at home prices that
are between five and six times
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what a median family makes in
a year. ... Homeownership is
becoming progressively farther
and farther out of reach for your
average working-class or moder-
ate-income family.

“That’s the crux of the problem
that we're trying to solve with the
proposal tonight as one piece of
it?

The two organizations utilize
several methods to build homes,
such as the community land trust
model, which legally separates
the land from the structures and
while a nonprofit holds the land
in trust. The individual homes are
then sold to low- or moderate-in-
come families.

Olson said, “One way to keep
housing affordable is by creating
cottage clusters of homes which
range in size from 500 to 1,200
square feet, which allows fami-
lies to grow in workforce hous-
ing. These homes are arranged
around a common greenspace so
it creates a community feel where
you know and interact with your
neighbors”

At the Airport Road site, 12
units will be built primarily with
working-class families in mind.

“We're looking at a mix of one,
two and three-bedroom units;,
Reiman said. “And we are very
specific that we do not build tiny
houses. Tiny homes are a dif-
ferent industry and they serve a
great purpose, but it’s not what
we do”

She added that the typical start-
er home in the 1950s would have
been a similar size.

In addition, there would be
plenty of parking in a shared

parking lot, as well as a designat-
ed storage unit for each house.
Shared spaces would include
yards, the central greenspace and
a pavilion.

Current designs and layouts
can be seen in the items distribut-
ed at the June 4 council meeting
at ci.florence.or.us.

“We really feel like these are
livable units that make use of
space,” Reiman said. “We've been
working to design spaces that
are efficient to build so there is
no material or labor wasted, and
are constructed out of durable,
high-quality materials”

NEDCO and WNHS have a
plan for outreach to prospective
homeowners interested in one of
the 12 units, as well as local con-
tractors who may be interested in
submitting a proposal to build the
units.

“We want to gather some po-
tential homeowners together to
run this project by them, see what
the feedback is and if this sounds
like a community they want to
be a part of, as well as see if the
houses fit their needs,” Reiman
said. “We plan to do a lot of out-
reach here in the next weeks and
throughout the summer to hear
from the community what the
demand is”

NEDCO and WNHS will also
seek requests for quotations by
contractors familiar with work-
ing with nonprofits and building
multiple units at once.

After some discussion with the
council, Councilor Joshua Greene
suggested that local contractors
could get together to submit a
proposal.

Open 4 days a week!

DENTURE SERVICES INC.
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Here to serve your denture needs:
Dentures
Partial Dentures
Immediate Dentures
Implant Dentures
Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday
10am -2 pm

William Foster LD
Sherry, Office Manager

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your
questions and address
your denture concerns.”
~ William Foster, LD

Financing: Citi Health Card

524 Laurel St.
541-997-6054

12 Month no Interest

B o=

Home Décor for Summer Decorating ... and
JUSTIN!
New Tin Pony Soap house candles.
Many scents to choose from; peach nectar, watermelon,
lemon cake, apple pickin’ and mandarin.

Mention this Ad for
$5 off your total
purchase over $25.
Offer expires
June 16, 2018

1745 15th St., Suite B,
541-999-4434
Next to Edgewater
Precision Flooring

“It would be our preference to
work with a local contractor,” Rei-
man said. She added that even if
they use contractors from other
areas that they have worked with
in the past, “Our hope would be
that they would be able to use lo-
cal subcontractors and labor”

The important part is to cre-
ate durable and long-lasting
units that can retain value for the
homeowner over time.

The nonprofits would also like
to aim for a quick construction
timeline, with homeowners mov-
ing in to the completed units in
late 2019 or early 2020.

“The timing of this would be
at least a year before the houses
are actually ready to sell,” Reiman
said. “If there are families who in-
come qualify and are interested,
but maybe need a little help on
their credit or need some time to
save, we have time to match them
to those services before the hous-
es are built”

If NEDCO and WNHS were
to get the LIFT grant, they would
need to have site control of the
Airport Road property.

Weese said the city’s buy in
could be through the transfer of
the property. This could help keep
the grant application competitive
and show the city’s support of the
project.

“How the city could partner is
essentially with the land, which
is owned by the City of Florence,
and is valued at $238,371, accord-
ing to the 2017 Lane County tax
rolls,” she said.

The staff report clarifies that
“Site control can be proven with
a purchase agreement that is
contingent only on the award of
LIFT funds - so that the state has
assurances that the project can
move forward if/when funds are
awarded”

Florence City Council ap-
proved the application for the
grant and encouraged city staff to
proceed with a public hearing for
approval of the sales agreement at
the June 18 council meeting.

“We just completed a Hous-
ing Needs Analysis that shows
Florence has a pent-up housing
demand of more than 500 units,’
Weese said. “Although 12 (new
homes) isn't a lot, it is something
to help with that”

During the public comment
period, area resident Brenda
Gilmer said she was in support of
the project.

“With the city’s decision, you
are contributing to the cause of
affordable housing, which we all
know is necessary to for a healthy
community; she said. “You've
capped the potential benefit of
that property for the future of af-
fordable housing and current and
future residents”

Florence Mayor Joe Henry
agreed.

“This is a great step,” he said.
“We've been working really hard
on housing for several years, and
were making some progress, but
not much in the affordable hous-
ing range. We hope this can be a
model maybe to doing more with
(NEDCO/WNHS) and a model
that other people can follow”

People interested in the project
are invited to take a short survey
at  wwwsurveymonkey.com/r/
FlorenceCLT to help gauge com-
munity support. In addition, local
contractors are encouraged to
turn in a request for quotation.



