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Lane County offers tips
in the event of lost ballot

Lane County ballots were
mailed Thursday, April 26, and
registered voters should have
received their ballots by now.

Voters who did not receive
their ballots in the mail by
Tuesday, May 1, should first
confirm that they are regis-
tered at www.oregonvotes.
gov.

If they have moved to any
new address, even the apart-
ment next door, they will need
to update their registration.

Voters can update online at
www.oregonvotes.gov if they
have a valid DMV license,
identification card or permit
number. The same website can
be used to update or remove a
mailing address.

You can also complete a
registration card and mail or
deliver it to Lane County
Elections.

Ballots may not be forward-
ed by law. If voters are not
going to be at a regular resi-
dence or mailing address, they
need to submit a request for an
absentee ballot at the tempo-
rary location.

If voters are unsure what to
do, they should call Lane
County Elections at 541-682-
4234 to determine what action
they must take in order to
receive a ballot.

Lane County Elections is
located at 275 W. 10th Ave., on
the corner of 10th and Lincoln
streets in downtown Eugene.

Public office hours are 9
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

On Election Day, May 15,
the Lane County Elections
Office will be open from 7
a.m. to 8 p.m.
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Mapleton Interact gives to Food Share

COURTESY PHOTO

Mapleton Interact Students recently held a food drive and also accepted cash donations for the Mapleton Food
Share. At the Rotary meeting on Tuesday, April 17, Kaleigh Anderson (left) and Richy Gastelum (center) provide
a check for $400 to Karen Harden from Mapleton Food Share as well as a large container of nonperishable food.

State Fire Marshal announces Wildfire Awareness Month

May is Wildfire Awareness
Month in Oregon, and State
Fire Marshal Jim Walker is
asking homeowners to use this
opportunity to make sure their
home is protected from wild-
fire.

In a unified proclamation,
governors from Oregon, Idaho,
Nevada and California have
joined to encourage homeown-
ers to begin thinking about the
approaching fire season. This
year’s Wildfire Awareness
Week theme asks: “Have you
done enough to protect your
home from wildfire?”

“The roof is the most critical
part of the house when it comes
to wildfire protection,” said

Walker. “Embers can collect
and ignite on the roof or in gut-
ters and enter unscreened open-
ings around the house.
“Although non-combustible
roofing material is preferred,
regardless of the construction,
keep roofs, gutters and eaves
clear of all leaves, pine needles
and other flammable debris.”
The Oregon Office of State
Fire Marshal, in collaboration
with Keep Oregon Green, the
Oregon Department of
Forestry, Oregon forest protec-
tive associations and federal
wildland agencies are taking
this opportunity to promote
defensible space around homes
before fire strikes this summer.

To reduce the risk, fire offi-
cials suggest removing dead
vegetation a minimum of 30
feet around your house. In most
cases, trees and healthy plants
do not need to be removed.

However, trees should be
pruned and grass kept short and
green to keep fire on the
ground and more manageable
by fire crews.

If you’re thinking of land-
scaping, ask your local nursery
or Oregon State University
Extension agent about fire
resistant plants.

Homeowners should also
keep access in mind for large
fire trucks. Long driveways
should be at least 12 feet wide,

have 10 feet of vegetation
clearance from the centerline
out, and about 14 feet over-
head.

Large vehicle turnaround
areas are critical for your safe-
ty as well as firefighter safety.

It is the homeowners’
responsibility to protect their
homes by building defensible
space.

For more information, visit
the websites for Keep Oregon
Green at keeporegongreen.org,
Oregon Department of Forestry
at www.oregon.gov/ODF, or
call your nearest ODF or forest
protective association office.

NEW ODV GRANTS FUND MULTIPLE VETERAN SERVICE PROJECTS

The Oregon Department of
Veterans’ Affairs has awarded
grants totaling more than half
a million dollars to fund key
projects that will improve
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veterans’ access to transporta-
tion, housing, health care and
other vital services across the
state.

The grants are funded
through the Veteran Services
Grant Fund, a new program
established by the Legislature
during the 2017 session.
Based on the funding avail-
able, the evaluation commit-
tee selected 10 outstanding
proposals from nonprofit,
governmental and community

organizations that are already
providing significant and
much-needed services to
Oregon veterans and their
families.

The response to this new
grant program included a total
of 59 grant proposals were sub-
mitted, with requests in excess
of $5.3 million.

In Lane County, the Lane
Council of Governments
Seniors and  Disability
Division won $46,933 for

case management for veter-
an’s access, use of communi-
ty services and benefits; to
develop an action plan; and to
assist on applications.

The Veteran Services Grant
Fund receives funding from
lottery revenues, as author-
ized by Measure 96. For a list
of awardees is at www.oregon.
gov/odva/Connect/Documents/
Grants/2017-Veteran-Services-
Grant/Veteran
ServicesGrantRecipients.pdf.
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Aj Shervin, Owner

4515 Hwy 101, Florence, OR - 541-997-8052
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