
fourth inning, and also scored a

run in the fifth.

But in the top of the sixth, the

Bulldogs struck again, adding 4

runs for a 13-2 lead that poised

them for a six-inning, 10-run

rule win.

The Viks attempted their own

two-out rally in an effort to stave

off an early loss as junior Gabe

Simington, senior outfielder

Tanner Wilson and sophomore

Caleb Hennessee connected to

keep the threat alive.

But North Bend was able to

leave the inning unscathed for a

13-2 win in six innings.

Simington was 3-for-3 with 2

RBIs and a double. Wilson had a

double and Hennessee was 1-

for-3 on the day.

That same afternoon, the

Lady Viks took on 7th-ranked

North Bend, which claimed its

eighth-consecutive win after a

22-2 defeat of Siuslaw.

Heading into last night’s dou-

bleheader re-match with the

Lady Bulldogs (after press dead-

lines), Siuslaw was in a three-

way tie with Brookings-Harbor

and Marshfield for third place at

4-6.

The Viking boys were on the

road last night for a doublehead-

er at the ’Dawg’s house.

Monday, the Lady Viks will

host their final home game of the

season, against South Umpqua,

beginning at 5 p.m.

The boys will be on the road

against the Lancers before

returning home for their final

home stand Thursday in a dou-

bleheader against South

Umpqua; the girls will play at

South Umpqua. Both double-

headers begin at 3 p.m.

Average (ERA). I was voted

Most Valuable Pitcher my sen-

ior year, yet my baseball expe-

rience was limited soley to

pitching. I had little knowl-

edge of most other aspects of

baseball.  

Yes, pitching is a key ingre-

dient for success, but without

defense and hitting, pitchers

would need to throw a shut out

every game.

So, in order to be ready for

the 1978 baseball season I

attended baseball clinics in the

fall and winter of 1977.

During the clinics, I realized

how unrealistic it is for one

coach to cover all the funda-

mental skills in baseball.

Each infielder has specific

skills different than other

infielders; each outfielder

requires individual skills simi-

lar to other outfielders but

with a different angle of the

ball off the bat.

Catchers need special skills

for handling a pitched ball.

Only multiple repetitions of

drills will enable the players to

become proficient over time. 

Can one coach successfully

accomplish all this?

When I was hired they

expected me to do it. When I

took the job, I expected to do

it.

I never had an at bat for the

Pacific University Boxers, yet

I needed to learn how to teach

my players how to hit. I went

to a hitting clinic at Lewis and

Clark College in Portland; I

watched and listened to Rod

Carew of the Minnesota Twins

explain and demonstrate his

hitting theory. 

Carew stated that left-hand-

ed batters had advantages not

afforded right handed hitters.

With that in mind, all four of

my children were placed on

the left side of the plate.

In order to cover as many

skills necessary for success, I

had pitching and hitting drills

at 6:15 a.m. in the gym.  

Throwing from the gym

floor altered the release point

of the pitcher, so I built indoor

pitching mounds to simulate

the outdoor mounds. While

the pitchers and catchers

worked out, the other players

were hitting from one of four

hitting stations.

During afternoon practices,

I assigned players for specific

drills. While I was focused on

one drill, players would work

position-specific drills. The

full potential of any baseball

team can rarely be reached

under the direction of one

coach.

My first two teams at

Siuslaw had the talent for a

Far West League Title.

If only... 

The Far West League title

usually ran through Reedsport

and Brookings. My first two

teams placed third each year.  

I could not help but notice

two assistant coaches coach-

ing the first- and third-base

sides while their head coach

remained in the dugout.

I coached third and a

reserve player coached at first

base.  I worked hard to make

Siuslaw baseball competitive,

and it’s a tradition that contin-

ues today.

The Siuslaw baseball and

softball seasons are well

underway, so go root for the

Vikings at either venue. Your

support makes all that hard

work mean even more for

players and coaches alike.
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Saving men one 

PSA test at a time.

541-997-6626

maribob@oregonfast.net
Someone to talk to...

who understands!

1570 Kingwood • PO Box 2313, Florence

541-997-5673
laneseniormeals.org

Operating Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Meals on Wheels are available to people over the 

age of 60 who cannot get out much due to illness 

or advanced age and who are not eating properly, 

regardless of income. Cafe 60 is available for those 

who prefer to make new friends in a dining room 

setting.

HELPING HANDS COALITION
New Life Lutheran Church, 

2100 Spruce St, next to Foodshare, 
 Call 541-997-5057 to Volunteer

Assisting those in need in our Community.

Free Hot Meals Mon-Wed-Fri

12:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Florence Food Share provides food to those who 

are hungry in our community. If you have four 

hours a week available, we are in need of vol-

unteers to staff our Front Desk and also act as 

Guides as clients walk through the pantry. Please 

call our volunteer coordinator, Sarah Lovejoy, 

@ 541-997-9110 (Monday – Friday, before noon) 

to learn more about volunteering. info@�lorence-

foodshare.org 2190 Spruce Street.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
of Western Lane County

1601 15th Street • Florence, OR 97439

541-902-0304
Great Futures Start Here

Volunteers needed for new home construction, home repairs, general 

Volunteer

Get 

involved

Donate

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support 

these local 

non-proft 

organizations in 

our community!

Join the Peace Harbor Hospital Volunteers. 

in a caring organization. 

Peace Harbor 
Volunteers

400 9th Street, Florence, OR 97439

541-997-8412 ext. 2218

Memory Care Respite 
of Florence

Your Memory Care Respite Center needs you!
Seeking volunteers for our Coffee Club: 

Conversation & companionship in a caring
setting while providing respite for caregivers.
Contact us at  memcarerespite@gmail.com

Volunteer

Get 

involved

Donate

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support 

these local 

non-proft 

organizations in 

our community!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Amy Johnson

Broker, CSA

541 999-7875Shorecrest Dr #6401 – This little gem is just 
waiting for your imagination. Septic approval, with 
power and public water available at the lot line. 
Bring your plans for your new house. Just down 
the road from Sutton Lake, with only a 10 minute 
drive to downtown Florence. $32,000. #2823-
18035400

New Listing

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

Let Paul show you a new car or truck.Let Paul show you a new car or truck.

Stop by today!Stop by today!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Brian.
Brian Jagoe

Principal Broker

541 999-1314

Hwy 101 #1701 – Sellers plans 
have changed giving you an op-
portunity to own almost an acre 
of land in Florence for less than 
$40k. This property is just north 
of Heceta Water District, and 
is the second lot back from the 
highway easing the traffic noise. 
$29,900. #2500-15435912 

Price Reduced

Garage Doors
sales • installation • repair
We sell and install all types of garage doors,

as well as garage door openers. 

alumium • steel • wood • fi berglass • vinyl

Give us a call today for a free estimate. 

We promise fast, friendly service and great rates!

MIKE BARRETT’S GARAGE DOORS

Florence • 541-991-0367
CCB# 79598
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3Signs
INDOOR/OUTDOOR
 

 • SIGNS & BANNERS 

 • VEHICLE GRAPHICS

 • VINYL LETTERING

 • STICKERS & CLINGS

 • WINDOW GRAPHICS 

 • YARD SIGNS 997-8148

LOCATED AT: 
th

Siuslaw from 1B

Little from 1B

DEADLINE FOR PRESS RELEASES IS EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY BY NOON. EMAIL PRESSRELEASES@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.

NED HICKSON/SIUSLAW NEWS

Siuslaw junior Tim Lowder

delivers a strike against

North Bend. Lowder was

one of three pitchers to

take the mound for Siuslaw

in Tuesday’s game against

the 9-0 Bulldogs.


