
people to gather and talk freely,

not encumbered by political

correctness nor bullied by

soundbytes from the liberal

mainstream media,” the web-

site continued. 

Florence resident Sherry

Harvey has been deeply

involved in the establishment

of Patriot Place and is handling

contacts with the media. 

Harvey is effusive in her

praise of Trump and is well

suited in her role as media liai-

son.

“Patriot Place is a communi-

ty meeting place, hangout and

gift shop for ‘All Things

American,’” explained Harvey,

who described the meeting

place as being “like a living

room on one side with a com-

plimentary coffee station and a

small gift area on the other.” 

In addition, there is free Wi-

Fi and a computer to use, a

large-screen TV, music and

games.

“Due to the current election,

there is an area where you can

get candidate information and

signs,” Harvey added. “We are

not sponsored by a political

party, so we can choose whose

information we provide.”

One of the primary motiva-

tions for the organizers of

Patriot Place is what they inter-

pret as an unhealthy trend

among the political opponents

of Trump to diminish constitu-

tional authority and the free-

doms associated with that

authority — notions expressed

on the organization’s website:

“The Constitution prevents

the government from abridging

our freedom of speech and

assembly. But now we are

faced with groups and organi-

zations using ridicule and

intimidation to limit those free-

doms. Patriot Place was created

for people to peaceably assem-

ble and speak freely,” the web-

site stated.

Saturday’s candidate forum

was an example of the type of

event Patriot Place organizers

point to as necessary to a robust

political dialogue and as a

viable alternative to the policies

offered by Democratic candi-

dates.

Carpenter’s platform under-

scores the concerns expressed

by members of Patriot Place.

“Personal liberty, free enter-

prise and the American institu-

tions that are the foundations of

this great country are under

assault,” he explains on his can-

didate website, www.makeore-

gongreatagain. “Everything

from Christmas, to football, to

how we worship, to now even

the dignity of our fallen sol-

diers.” 

Carpenter explained that he

“shares President Trump’s

vision of creating vibrant eco-

nomic opportunity, with less

government interference in our

lives, (of course, custom-fit in

our own unique Oregon way).” 

He said, “I’m pro-life, rely

on God’s wisdom, revere our

military and first responders,

and want a limited government

based on our U.S.

Constitution.”

Carpenter’s short speech to

the 100 or so community mem-

bers at Saturday’s event shared

these thoughts.

Grier preceded Carpenter,

speaking confidently about her

reasons for running against

incumbent State Representative

Caddie McKeown.

Harvey said she was appre-

ciative that both candidates

took the time to appear and

speak, as well as with the

response from the crowd.

“We decided to invite just

one governor candidate and

chose the one we felt best

reflected our values,” Harvey

said. “Lots of people came. It

was fun and exciting. Sam is

definitely the blue-collar-

turned-businessman/fixer we

need in Salem.”

She said that pictures of the

event are already being

watched and shared on

Facebook.

Grier, who also spoke on

Saturday, was “great as usual,”

said Harvey, who pointed out

that Guy Rosenbaum, who ran

against McKeown and Grier in

2016, stopped by as well.

“He heartily endorsed Teri

and has put his support behind

her,” Harvey added.

Saturday’s forum was the

first of what organizers hope

will be many speakers and

events they will be able to offer

moving forward.

Today, at 5 p.m., Loren

Spivack, known as the “Free

Market Warrior,” will present a

talk about economic literacy. 

After the May 15 Primary

Election, Patriot Place will

invite candidates in the

November election to speak. It

will also host talks, seminars

and other events during the

summer. 

Organizers also hope to host

Navajo Elder Peter

MacDonald, one of the few

remaining, “code talkers” from

World War II, and offer a pri-

vate showing of the critically

acclaimed film, “Windtalkers”

at a theater in town.

Harvey said she is pleased

with the initial reaction to the

opening of Patriot Place and

believes the work in which she

is engaged is important and

greatly needed.

“It feels good waking up

each morning knowing you are

doing something to protect

what you love, and try to make

a better place for your grand

kids,” she said. “It is sad that

our leaders on the left and right

get their power from polarizing

us against each other, when

people in Florence have so

much common ground.

“We share an amazing desire

to volunteer, to help others and

our love of animals and nature.

It would be great to have a

‘Florence Place,’ but first the

intimidation and bullying have

to stop.”
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Award-winning Landscaping Service

Patios • Water Features • Fire Pits
Outdoor Lighting • Irrigation Systems

Home & Garden Décor

10% Senior Discount Every Tuesday
88493 Hwy. 101   Florence

Open 7 days 
 Just 2 min. N. of Fred Meyer 997-5973 www.LaurelBayGardens.com

Find us on Facebook

L
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NURSERY • LANDSCAPING • GARDEN CENTER

Life‛s Short. 
Get Dirty.

Time for Spring Planting at 

LAUREL BAY GARDENS!

Bark • Royal Soil
Compost • Plants

Our New Pottery Has Arrived!
• Huge Selection of Colors & Sizes

• Malaysian Valued Priced Pottery

• Terra Cotta Pottery Sale 20% off

Just Arrived!
Hanging Baskets

• Fuchsia

• Million Bells

• Begonia

• Geranium

Colorful & Healthy

$5.00 off
Good through 5/13/2018

Just for Mom!
• Colorful Birdbaths

• Garden Statuary

• Northwest Garden Art

• Metal & Stone Garden 

Benches

or the best gift...

Laurel Bay Gardens

Gift Certifi cate

22018 Rhododendron  Festival Court 

Coronation:  Thursday,  May 17th ,  6 :30pm

2018 Rhododendron Festival Court 

Florence Event Center 541-997-1994

Tickets $10 Adults, $6 Students

eventcenter.org

Be a part of a Florence Tradition.

Get your tickets today!

Who will be the 111th Queen Rhododendra?

Princess Alex SaindonPrincess Alex Saindon

Sponsored by:

Princess Andrea SanchezPrincess Andrea Sanchez

Sponsored by:

Princess Denielle Van Winkle Princess Denielle Van Winkle 

Sponsored by:

Princess Lainey GossPrincess Lainey Goss

Sponsored by:

Princess � elma Gentry Princess � elma Gentry 

Sponsored by:

Siuslaw News

Fri-Sat 5/4-5/5, 

9am-2pm, 

88070 Windjammer N., 

Drill Press, Power washer, Welding 

equipment, Hydroponic equip-

ment & more. 

Fri-Sat 5/4-5/5, 

9am-4pm, 

2194 13th St., 

No Early Birds, women’s clothes, 

men’s X-large sports jackets, 

shirts, pants, fi shing gear, tools, 

elect. Patio heater, misc. 

Huge 3 Day VFW Sale! 

Fri-Sun 5/4-5/6, 

9am-5pm., 

S. Side of Ichibans., 

Lots of household goods & furni-

ture! Come see us!

Sat 5/5 only,

 8am-2pm, 

Corner of Rhododendron & 

Juniper, 

Moving Sale, 37yrs., 

accumulation, Everything goes! 

Fri-Sat 5/4-5/5, 

9am-3pm, 

1571 2nd St., 

Rain may cancel or delay sale! 

Vintage jewelry, display cases, 

fi shing gear, dresser & more. 

FREE  

garage sale signs

541-997-3441
with your ad

Estate Sale

May 4th & 5th

9am–3pm

3952 Spruce St.
Couches, chairs, kitchen 

items, Curio cabinet, 
W/D, material, tools, 

fridge, small freezer & 
lots more. 

See ad on Craigslist & 
Facebook. 

Cash or checks only! 
Prepared by 

Linda Wilcox

One Day Only! 

Sat 5/5, 

9am-4pm, 

4040 Munsel Creek Dr., 

Please no early birds! 

Sat/Sun, 5/5-5/6, 

8am-3pm, 

88189 2nd Ave., 

Arago & Rhody, 

Ladies & girls clothing, footwear, 

lots of new items. 

MARK BRENNAN/SIUSLAW NEWS

Patriot Place is a new venue for featured speakers, forums and other events.


