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Florence prepares to ‘Rhody Rendezvous’ at the 111th annual Rhody Fest

The 111th annual Florence
Rhododendron Festival takes place
from May 17 to 20, with preliminary
events happening all week.

“Rhody Rendezvous,” this year’s
theme, is intended to evoke a feeling
of coming to Florence for an exciting
gathering with friends and family
and having a great time in Oregon’s
Coastal Playground, according to
Bettina Hannigan, executive director
of the Florence Area Chamber of
Commerce.

“It’s our 111th year, making us
about a year older than the Portland
Rose Festival but a little younger
than Pasadena’s Tournament of
Roses in California,” Hannigan said.
“After that many years, we’re pretty
sure that several generations of
Oregonians and other visitors have
rendezvoused around our rhodies
many times.”

The Davis Shows Northwest
Carnival opens on Wednesday after-
noon at the Port of Siuslaw parking
lot in Historic Old Town Florence;
the Rhododendron Court coronation
takes place Thursday evening at the
Florence Events Center; and the
town begins filling with rhody enthu-
siasts on Friday.

Saturday features the 5K Rhody
Run and Walk; the 26th annual
Rhody Classic Car Show ‘n’ Shine
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the
Grocery Outlet parking lot; the
Junior Parade and Kiwanis Kids
Games at noon, and the Coast Radio
Classic Car Cruise from 6:30 to 7:30
p-m. through Old Town. The
Rhododendron Festival Grand Floral
Parade is at noon on Sunday.

Rhody Days also includes a ven-
dor’s fair in Old Town, a spectacular
rhododendron show along with live
music, art and other festivities at the
Florence Events Center, and Three
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Florence’s Grand Floral Parade on Sunday, May 20, still has openings for marching bands, businesses,
nonprofits and more to participate. Contact the Florence Area Chamber of Commerce for more info.

annual Let It Ride motorcycle show
and other events.

“We’re looking to this year’s
parade entrants to really step up
again and rock the rhodies,” says
Hannigan. “It’s one of the oldest flo-
ral festival parades in the west and
we want every entry to have as many
rhodies as possible.”

There are still a few openings for
commercial and nonprofit groups,
marching bands, music groups, vehi-
cle clubs, animals and more to join
the parade, which runs south on
Highway 101 and through Old Town.

Applications for parade entries are

com/rhody-festival, at the Chamber’s
Visitor’s Center at 290 Highway 101
and by contacting events@Florence
Chamber.com. The entry fee is $20.

The parade begins at noon on
Sunday, May 20, at 27th Street and
Highway 101.

The chamber is also recruiting vol-
unteers, ages nine to 17, to carry ban-
ners ahead of parade entries for the
chamber’s underwriters and distin-
guished sponsors. Each youth volun-
teer will receive a ticket to the Davis
Shows Carnival on Sunday after the
parade.

Volunteer applications, as well as

poster and schedule of events, are
available at FlorenceChamber.com
/thody-festival.

Discounted one-day unlimited ride
passes are also available at the

Florence  Area Chamber of
Commerce Visitors Center and
online at

FlorenceChamber.com/rhody-festi-
val through 1 p.m. Wednesday, May
16.

Early birds save between $6 and
$7 per person per day by purchasing
tickets in advance. The regular price
for an all-day pass is $20.

Each year during the Thursday

Events Center, officials crown Queen
Rhododendra and The King of the
Coast as the event’s official ambassa-
dors.

Seven Siuslaw High School stu-
dents make up the Senior Court this
year. Princesses are Thelma Gentry,
Lainey Goss, Alex Saindon, Andrea
Sanchez and Denielle VanWinkle.
The two princes are Trent Reavis and
Colby Waters. The Junior Court is
comprised of Mapleton third-grader
Abigail Galvan and Siuslaw first-
grader Aleeya Thomas, second-grad-
er Jasmine Krause, fourth-grader
Kylee Stinger and fifth-grader
Brittney Adams.

Court members sell campaign-
style pins for $3 featuring the festi-
val’s logo. Pins are available from
court members, at the Visitor’s
Center, and around town. Proceeds
go toward scholarships for members
of the court.

Pins are also good for a dollar off
a bowl of chowder at participating
restaurants in May. The list currently
includes Beachcomber Pub, Le
Bouchon Café, Bay Street Grille,
ICM Restaurant, Firehouse
Restaurant and Homegrown Public
House.

This year’s Rhody Parade Grand
Marshal is Dr. Al Brauer, named
Florence’s first-ever First Citizen in
1967.

Hannigan said, “There’s always so
much to do in and around Florence,
and the Rhododendron Festival adds
even more fun to this place we call
Oregon’s Coastal Playground.”

For a full listing of Rhody Days
events, general information about the
festival, parade entry forms, vendor
fair applications or event schedules,
check FlorenceChamber.com or
contact Event Coordinator Terry
Abeyta at  541-997-3128 or

Rivers Casino Resort will host the

available at

FlorenceChamber.

the official Rhododendron Festival

night kick-off event at the Florence

events@florencechamber.com.

Threat

from 1A

“But we got that young man
some help. From everything I
know, that young man is a very
good person. A very good man.
A contributing member of
society.”

Still, the incident was not
reported to the public.

“If it has to be put out, it
would have to be a critical
threat,” Pitcher said. “It would
have to be something that we
have no control over. Like the
one when I was a sergeant, we
had that situation under con-
trol. We got people involved.
We had a safety plan. We got
that kids some help. We did
not put that out to everyone.
The ones you have to to tell the

public about are if it’s a possi-
ble credible threat, and you
don’t have a handle on the pos-
sible suspect. You have no
safety plan. You have no way
to enact a safety plan. Absent
those, because we’re talking
about young kids, I think you
have to be very careful about
what you put out to the pub-
lic.”

While there are legal rea-
sons regarding children’s pri-
vacy that often prevent offi-
cials from telling the public
about threats, the safety of the
child’s future is also at stake.

“You can’t put everything a
14-year-old kids says out there
as gospel and make them have
to pay the price for that for the
rest of their lives for an imma-
ture, childish comment that

was bound to be a non-credible
threat,” Pitcher said. “Even if
you don’t put a name to the
person, is there enough infor-
mation that people are going to
know who this individual is?”

This complication can be
particularly prevalent in small
schools like Mapleton.

“Not only do we have to
protect our students here at
school, but also the informa-
tion that goes out about our
students,” O’Mara explained.
“We’re such a small communi-
ty. It’s easy to figure out which
students are involved. And so,
we have to use our judgement
on when we release informa-
tion and when we don’t, and
what that information
includes. And sometimes that’s
hard to understand, especially

from the outside when it
involves a threat like that.”

But sometimes an incident
like a threat can go beyond the
bounds of the school.

“And then people are think-
ing that the threat is there, so
why didn’t we tell anyone?
Then the rumor mill takes
over,” said Grzeskowiak.

He added, “Most times it’s
just kids saying something to
get a rise out of someone else.
If there is a direct threat, the
people that need to be notified
are always notified. If there is
something direct towards the
school, we let the parents
know. But if kids are saying
something to get somebody’s
goat, there would be discipline
for that. We wouldn’t notify
the public if a kid told a horri-

ble joke. That would be giving
credibility to something that
was not credible to begin
with.”

While more information
regarding the incident has not
been released, what is known
is that it was not credible
enough for students, school
faculty and families to be fear-
ful.

“It’s sad that you don’t just
to get to come to school and
be a student, that that fear has
to creep in your mind,”
O’Mara said. “It’s sad that stu-
dents need to report on things
like this. And it’s sad that stu-
dents say things like this. And
it has to be taken at face value
every time. And that’s what
we do.

“We will take every threat at

face value and investigate it
immediately, because our main
job is to keep kids safe.”

And to keep students safe,
everyone has to be involved.

To that point, O’Mara
believed all those involved
worked admirably during the
incident.

“Kids did what they were
supposed to do,” O’Mara said.
“They heard something, and
they told an adult. It worked.
Kids saw the reaction. They
saw what we did. They were
here on campus and saw the
importance we put on it, how
we handled it. The kids are
great. We’re really lucky. We
have some amazing students
up here that care about each
other, our school and our com-
munity.”

Surfside Restaurant Presents

Mothers Day Specials
$5.00 Mimosas all day!

Featured Breakfast Dishes

Ricotta and Honey Filled Crepes with Warmed
Strawberry & Fresh Mint Sauce. Served
with Sausage Links

Featured Lunch Dishes

..... 12.50
s Featured Dessert

House Baked Steaming Hot Cinnamon Roll with
Real Cream Cheese Frosting.
Served with Hardwood Smoked Spicy
Honey Bacon......

6 Stinging Honey Garlic Chicken Wings Served
with Celery Sticks and Creamy Blue Cheese
Dressing.....$14.00

Rustic Apple Gallette a la mode ~
5 inches of Buttery, Flaky French Puff
Pastry, Layered with Fresh Ripe Apples
and Baked to a Golden Brown. Served
Hot with a Scoop of Vanilla Bean Ice
Cream and Caramel.
Perfect to share...... $12.50

All of our featured dishes will be
beautifully presented with edible

rose petals

KIDS CAMP FUNDRAISER
“QUATTRO DE MAYO”

Curried Chicken Salad with Grapes, Green
Onion and Cashews. Served on a Buttery,
Flaky Croissant with Choice of Soup du Jour,
Salad, House Made Garlic-Dill Chips or
French Fries......... $13.50

Featured Dinner Dishes

Mussels fra diavalo — Order this simple &
elegant dish as a starter or as a main. Plump and

Warm Crusty Bread for Dipping............ $12.00

Maple Brandied Plank Salmon served with
Lemon Scented Rice and Chef’s
Vegetables....... $25.00

Pistachio Crusted Chicken Breast with
Mustard Herb Cream Sauce. Served with
Garlic Mashed Potatoes and Chef’s
Vegetables........... $26.00

Mom
;Ef%ge Beach
is 'yeﬂﬂ

Juicy Pacific Northwest Mussels Simmered in White
Wine and a Garlic Spiced Red Sauce. Served with

We are serving a custom menu, with an All-Day Mimosa special to
honor all our favorite moms.We're combining special menu items
along with our most popular dishes to ensure you have the best
experience possible. Call for Reservations: (541) 997-8263

ALL YOU CAN EAT TACO BAR

COME AND HAVE A GREAT TIME FOR A GREAT CAUSE

FRIDAY, MAY 4 FROM 3:00-8:00 PM
MAPLETON CHURCH

87978 Riverview Avenue
Mapleton, OR, 97453




