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Shopping For Yard Equipment: Thmgs To Know

‘; 5.

(NAPS)—If you're like most people,
when spring comes, you're ready to get
outside and make your yard both beau-
tiful and functional. Maybe you're aim-
ing to have the best yard on the block,
want to install an outdoor family room,
or want to expand your space for enter-
taining. Perhaps your kids or pets could
use a better space for play. Regardless of
need, now is the time to get “backyard
ready”

The Tools You’ll Need

“Completing big outdoor jobs is
always easier with help from outdoor
power equipment,” said Kris Kiser, pres-
ident and CEO of the Outdoor Power
Equipment Institute (OPEI). “The right
outdoor power equipment can help you
get the work done faster and can help
you safely maintain your yard” These
tips from Kiser can help you select the
machinery you need to get the job done.

« Plan your needs. Draw a sketch
of your yard. Include any major features
such as trees, bushes, an herb or vegeta-
ble garden, flower beds, lawn furniture,
play or sports equipment, an outdoor
patio, or birdbath. Note where main-
tenance may be required. Will bushes
need to be trimmed back from your
home or garage? Do you want to put in
some flowering bushes or a tree? Are
you planning to install a fence and more
grass because of your pet? Now list the
tools and equipment needed to take care
of your yard and what will make the job
easier.

« Consider equipment needed.
Visit your garage or shed and find all
your lawn and garden tools. Wheel out
your mower and get out other equip-
ment. Look it over and make a list of
what’s needed or could be upgraded.
Repair anything that needs attention or
identify where a newer or other machine
is required. If you have a large vegetable
garden, you need a cultivator or tiller. If
you have a large lawn, an upgrade to a
riding lawn mower might make mow-
ing easier. A string trimmer might make
caring for bushes or trimming grass near

With the right equipment, you can
make the grass greener on your side
of the fence.

a fence line easier. A pole pruner can
help trim back limbs that are too high to
reach safely with a saw and a leaf blower
can clear leaves faster than a rake.

+ Research equipment online
before you buy. Think about efficiencies
of scale. The right equipment can mean
more time for other activities and make
doing yard work more enjoyable, too.
Doing online research in advance can
help you pick the right equipment for
the job. Outdoor power equipment can
be gas, electric or battery powered and
technology is rapidly affecting product
design. There are even robotic lawn
mowers available today. Equipment
may be sized to handle a smaller job or
a massive one. Ultimately, your decision
should be based on your needs.

« Ask questions. Talk with the
staff at the store or ask online about the
equipment. In the store, ask to pick up
and hold equipment to determine its
“fit” for you. Discuss safety features and
ask about fueling and care instructions.
Find out how often equipment may
need to be serviced.

« Make a plan for storage and
maintenance. Store your equipment in
a cool and dry place. It should typically
be serviced at the end of the fall and
the beginning of the spring. Put service
dates on your calendar with a reminder.

Learn More

For safety information and to find
out which manufacturers make various
outdoor power equipment products, go
to www.opei.org.
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Always‘in your newspaper
Now in your mbox, too

If nobody knows what’s going on,
nobody can do anything about it.

That’s why we keep saying your local and state government should keep
publishing their public notices in the newspaper.

Now you can stay informed AND keep those public notices in the

newspaper.

Just go to publicnoticeads.com/or, sign up for the free SmartSearch service,
and get all of this paper’s public notices delivered to you via email.
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D-040 BLINDS / INTERIOR

CCB#212734

Residential

'Free cordless upgrade on shades' 1
_QM, ! (offer thru May 31, 2018) i n

Blinds - Shades Draperies * Shutters |

We Design ~ We Install |
« Commercial * 30 Years Experience |

541-991-3405 .

D-070 CONSTRUCTION/CONTRACTORS

CTORY

e

Robert’s Handyman Service
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
We specialize in Structural Problems and Dry Rot
Call Robert or Marcus
541-997-5970 » 541-991-7870 (cell)

30 Years Experience © Reasonable Ratese Senior Discount e Lic. #209676
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Help Detector Dogs: Don’t Pack A Pest

(NAPS)—If you've
returned to the U.S. from
an international trip, you've
no doubt seen beagles
with blue jackets sniffing
luggage in the baggage
claim area.Visitors to Hawaii
and Puerto Rico may also
see these four-legged
officers in green jackets
helping to find prohibited
fruits and vegetables
hidden in luggage. As cute
as they are, these detector
dogs, who work alongside
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officials and
USDA, are performing an
important job. They are
helping to keep harmful
invasive pests out of our
country, including 19 called
Hungry Pests, which can
severely damage our crops,
trees and landscapes.

Invasive pests cost our
country $40 billion each
year in damages and related
costs. They come from
other countries and can
spread quickly, since they
have few natural predators
here. These invasive insects
and plant diseases are
the reason we are losing
oranges to citrus greening
disease, and ash trees—a
popular shade tree in parks
and communities—to the
emerald ash borer beetle.
But by knowing what not
to bring back, you can help
protect so much that we
love.

Detector
human

dogs
inspectors

help
catch

incoming materials that may

USDA detector dogs help
keep dangerous pests
from America’s plants.

be otherwise overlooked.
Through their keen sense of
smell, the dogs can quickly
scan unopened bags and
alert USDA and Customs
officials as to which ones
should be hand-inspected.
In fact, dogs are able
to detect a single scent
among many overlapping
ones. And, on average, they
have hundreds of millions
of scent-detecting cells, as
compared to humans, who
only have five million.

Why are beagle and
beagle mixes chosen for
this role? Because of their
smaller size and gentle
disposition, they are good
around people and tend
not to be intimidating. They
also have a keen appetite,
so happily train and work
for treats. Most of the dogs
come from shelters. Those
selected are sent to the
USDA National Detector
Dog Training Center in
Georgia, where they go
through rigorous training.
Those who successfully
complete the program
become detector dogs.

Be thankful these
dogs are trained to find
prohibited items before

they enter the States. A
seemingly harmless piece
of fruit could carry an
invasive pest hidden inside.
And if it finds its way to your
neighborhood, your trees
and plants could be its next
target for destruction.

So, what is safe to
bring back home? Small
quantities of canned
foods or foods packed in
vacuum-sealed jars (except
those that contain meat
or poultry) are generally
allowed. Some fresh fruits,
vegetables, plants, flowers
and agriculture items
may also be allowed, but
only after they've been
inspected and cleared by
USDA or Customs officials.
Be sure to visit USDA's
“Traveler Information” page
before your return trip to
learn more and always
declare all food, plants and
other agriculture items to
USDA or Custom:s officials.

When it comes to
protecting our country
from invasive pests, you can
make all the difference. Be
wise when traveling and
know what's safe to bring
back, so you don't pack a
pest. Learn more by visiting
www.HungryPests.com.
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Good luck

IDaylight Saving
Time Starts
March 11, 2018

Here is how it works...

We will put a graphic or photo in the box to the
left. You find it somewhere in the classifieds.
Come into our office, Enter your name, phone
number and describe where you found the graphic
or bring in a clipping to attach to your entry into
the drawing for a gift certificate.

Gift Certificates must be picked up within 2 weeks of winning
Deadline for today’s paper:

Monday by 2:00 PM

Wednesday’s
Graphic

ALPHONSE DEROUAUX found the International Ideas
Month graphic on page 6B
(In 490 ROOM FOR RENT Header).
He won a gift certificate to Sweet Magnolias.
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SPORTING GOODS:

2018 RICKREALL GUN SHOW. Sat, March 10, 9-5. Sun,
March 11, 9-3. Adults $7 (Kids under 12 FREE) FREE PARK-
ING. Polk County Fairgrounds, Rickreall, OR. 503-623-
3048.

SERVICES:

DIVORCE $155. Complete preparation. Includes chil-
dren, custody, support, property and bills division. No
court appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-
772-5295. www.paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com

Unable to work due to injury or illness? Call Bill Gor-
don & Assoc., Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide 1-855-747-7830
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co.
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-888-651-5669

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach a phone!
FREE Brochure. CALL 866-943-6687.

Become a published author! Publications sold at all
major secular & specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-855-861-4571.

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! Over 150 Channels, ONLY
$35/month (for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $200 AT&T
Visa Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions apply). CALL
1- 855-502-2578.

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-855-977-9436.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels. $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-373-
9175.

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have
your product idea developed affordably by the Research
& Development pros and presented to manufacturers.
Call 1-855-404-7583 for a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit
your idea for a free consultation.

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for $29.99
ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract or commit-
ment. More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice.
Call 1-855-613-2321.

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung Galaxy8 for $34/month.
Call AT&T Wireless today to learn how to get a new
phone. Call while supplies last. 1-855-608-7945.

MISCELLANEOUS:

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-844-
533-9173.

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV? Do the humane
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society. Call 1-877-246-
1527.

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100% Risk-Free! 45-Day
Home Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you decide
to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE Shipping. Call
Hearing Help Express. 1-844-903-1774.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL cov-
erage for 350 procedures. 844-239-9335 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/25 Ad# 6118

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN and recently diagnosed with LUNG
CANCER? You and your family may be entitled to a SIG-
NIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 1-866-738-8251 for your
risk free consultation.

Need a Contractor? Looking for a Professional?

The following businesses are ready and waiting for YOUR
Call!! Wednesday and Saturday in the Siuslaw News
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Residential & Commercial

SWANSON'S
S’

For What’s Bugging You

Environmentally Responsible
Free Inspections

541-997-4027 @2
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LEcTRlCAL CONTRACT()R
Licensed OFFICE CELL
sonced ] (541) 9976977  (541) 999-0896 Ili CCB#79884
Insured g
P.0. Box 31,000 &%
CCB# 23013 4’

EXCAVATING

DEQ#37263

D-222 REAL ESTATE

Lynnette Wikstrom — Broker
(541) 999-0786

Living in the Florence area since 1979.
COAST REAL ESTATE
100 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439

BANKER B

)m."s

CB# 91052

Ray Wells, Tuc

EXCAVATING e SEPTIC SYSTEMS ® SUBDIVISIONS
LAND CLEARING ® PAVING ® TRUCKING
BRuUsH & DEBRIS RECYCLING ® DEMOLITION

"= PH. 541-097-2054 « Fax 541-997-3499 « 1.877-201-0652
P.O. Box 3467 « 1770 LAUREL PL. « FLORENCE, OR 97439

Joe Ellis
Construction

General Contractor
No Job Too Small!

541-543-7764 ...,

Jack Mobley

CONSTRUCTION
541-997-2197

Additions = Foundations & Flatwork

¥\)

e2/WE DO WINDOWS!
‘ Window Cleaning
{

@

; Commercial + Residential
Connie, Bill & Mike Spinner-997-8721

Custom Homes

Remodels =

Siuslaw News

Yellow Directory
P.O. Box 10 » 148 Maple Street
Florence, Oregon 97439
(541) 997-3441 » Fax: (541) 997-7979

Gerber Woodworks
Design ~ Construction ~ Remodel
Additions ~ Rot Repair ~ Etc.
Residential - Commercial

541.268.1961

CCB#167683
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