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MAPLETON FOUNDATION
ACCEPTING GRANT APPLICATIONS

The Mapleton Community
Foundation is  currently
accepting grant applications
from nonprofit organizations
for community projects within
the Mapleton School District
boundaries.

Applications should demon-
strate how the funding would
educationally, culturally, phys-
ically or civically improve the
students or residents of the

area.

Applicants must be a not-
for-profit-organization. Funds
will not be awarded to individ-
uals or for operating expenses.

Grant applications can be
obtained at the Mapleton Post
Office, Mapleton Public
Library or by calling Kathy
West at 541-268-4665.

The application deadline is
March 15.

New Florence Farmers Market
seeks marketing manager

The Florence Farmers
Market, which will open on
Bay Street on May 15, is look-
ing for a manager with a pas-
sion for sustainably grown or
produced local foods.

This  position requires
exceptional customer service
skills across a broad spectrum,
including working with farm-
ers, volunteers and market
attendees.

The market manager will be
onsite at the market, which
will be open on Tuesdays,
from 3 to 7 p.m. The market
will include about 10 vendors
who will sell locally-produced
goods such as fresh produce,
eggs, baked items, meat and
flowers from within 60 miles
of the Siuslaw Region.

In addition to being at the

market site, the manager will
spend an additional six hours
keeping records, processing
SNAP tokens and reimbursals,
and helping with promotion
and marketing, including
social media, special market
events and partnering with
other community businesses.

The proposed start date for
this position is March 26 and
the ending date will be Nov.
15.

For a complete job descrip-
tion and proposal criteria,
please visit www.rivercal.org
/marketmanager or email
SiuslawVision@gmail.com.

Contractor proposals are
due March 15.

The Florence Farmers
Market is an initiative of the
Siuslaw Vision.

Serving our community for over 15 years.
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Small Business Revolution to offer free business seminar

Though Florence didn’t
make the cut to participate in
the final round of The Small
Business Revolution’s “Main
Street Series” competition, all
the Top 10 Towns are benefit-
ing from a free seminar offered
by Deluxe.

On Wednesday, March 14,
Deluxe will be returning to
Florence to put on a one-day
seminar. The event is free and
open to the public. Local busi-
nesses are encouraged to
attend, but registration is not
limited to business owners; the
event is open to everyone
throughout the Siuslaw Region.

Registration is required, and
seating is limited, with a
request that no more than two
representatives per business
attend. The event will be held
at the Florence Event Center.

Throughout the day, busi-
ness experts from Deluxe will
share insights and suggestions
to help local business owners
operate and market their busi-
ness.

Deluxe will split the day into
two sessions:

* Check-in begins at 8:30
a.m. with the event starting at 9
a.m. The morning session from
9 a.m. to noon will focus on
branding and marketing, with
an emphasis on using digital
tools such as websites, email
marketing and social media to
drive customer engagement,
presented by a variety of expe-
rienced speakers.

* There will be a break for
lunch at noon with the after-
noon session picking back up
at 12:45.

* From 12:45 to 3 p.m., there

will be break-out sessions for
either marketing or budgeting
and finance workshops, fol-
lowed by one-on-one sessions
from 3 to 3:30 p.m.

Attendees can learn more
event details and sign up to
attend one or all of the day’s
events by visiting www.deluxe
.com/sbrc/marketing/deluxe-
small-business-seminar-flo-
rence-oregon.

Signing up for the event will
automatically enter participants
for a chance to win a grand
prize with a retail value of
$1,000 consisting of a combi-
nation of promotional and
apparel products, retail packag-
ing and set up charges for web-
site design, SEO, email mar-
keting, and social media prod-
ucts and services sponsored by
Deluxe.

This event is hosted by the
City of Florence, in partnership
with the Florence Area
Chamber of Commerce. Event
coordinators are also looking
for sponsors to help cover
some of the costs of the event.

Event sponsorship is $350
and includes recognition in
event marketing materials,
brand recognition during the
event and recognition of spon-
sors on stage during the event
introduction.

Those interested in helping
to sponsor this event can con-
tact Ellen Huntingdon at ellen
.huntingdon@opbc.com or call
541-902-1509 on or before
March 12 for more details.

Current event sponsors
include The Siuslaw News,
Lofy Construction and Oregon
Pacific Bank.
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Black and White Ball was total ‘ball’ for all involved

Florence based Children’s
Repertory of Oregon
Workshops (CROW) was
recently hosted a new fundrais-
ing event, the 2018 Black and
White Ball fundraiser in
February at Three Rivers
Casino Resort.

Artistic Director Melanie
Heard, “We are thrilled and
overwhelmed with gratitude
for all those who supported
CROW by attending, volun-
teering, donating or participat-
ing in so many wonderful
ways. I know I speak for all of
CROW: s children, families and
volunteers when I say thank
you from the bottom of our
hearts.”

Highlights of the event
included a Eugene-based live
band called the Pop Rocks who
played toe-tapping hits of the
1980s and ‘90s. Revelers
Aerial Works provided aerial
artists, performing tricks and
visual surprises live in the
room for guests to enjoy.

“The dance floor was packed
and jumping!” said Heard with
a smile. “Now, that is the kind
of party we wanted to throw.”

The silent auction featured
donations ranging from granite
countertops to vintage jewelry
to sports tickets, all donated by
local businesses and many out

works of art from many local
artists.
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Attendees at the Black and White Ball in February wore shades of grey, metallics and

black and white.

Guests sported their finest
black and white attire, and the
entire room “looked both ele-
gant and debonair — like a sea
of swirled dark and white
chocolate,” according to one
bystander.

Although Heard described
the event itself as “truly won-
derful,” she admits that the

the next steps for the nonprofit,
which was established in 2011
in order to meet the needs of
artistic youth in the Siuslaw

to local families,” said Heard.
“Simply put, we are hoping
that somewhere in the commu-
nity is an angel who will make
it possible for us to stop run-
ning in place to raise these day-
to-day funds, so that we can put
our focus on the children —
which is where it needs to be.”

Heard explained that by not

everyday operational expenses,
educational materials and pro-
duction expenses that would
normally stem from tuition.

Performing Arts,” said Heard.
“But it’s one day at a time, and
for now, we are thrilled about
the Black and White Ball.”
She continued, “I do want to
be clear that we still need your
help and are not yet in a place
where we can stop fundraising.
If you have seen a show or
been to a CROW event and you
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One dream for the organiza-
tion is to start an endowment
fund, but that requires $10,000

region. Grants and donations have to begin, and “we just don’t
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