
On Feb. 14, four members of the Sius-
law Middle School Knowledge Bowl team 
placed second at a tournament in Coos 
Bay. Th e four were eighth-graders Han-
nah Warner and Beau Erickson, and sev-
enth-graders Jeff  Edman and Kierra Poen. 
Other schools competing were Brookings, 
North Bend, Port Orford and Coquille. In 
Knowledge Bowl, students work in teams 
of three or four against teams from other schools, 
answering various academic-based questions in 
math, science, language arts and social studies. 

Th e next scheduled competition is March 14, 

again in Coos Bay. At this fi nal match of the year, 
the competition will be for a league championship 
trophy. Way to go Viks!!! — Submitted by Patrick 

Wondra
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“My mind burbles like a creek, weary 
bones that make up my skeletal structure, 
in protest, creak, the monotonous move-

ment strengthening their weakness.” 
— Patrick Rowley

Th is poem, “Motions,” is one of the reasons Pat-
rick Rowley was selected by Mr. Perry as the Feb-
ruary Artist of the Month. He is currently a junior 
at Siuslaw High School, living with loving parents 
Mildred Rowley and John Raymonda. 

Th e poem is about Patrick, “pushing along even 
though I’m really weak as a person. I’m working 
on it and getting stronger everyday.” 

It is one of the 10 poems he turned in for his 
“poetry book” project.

“Th e poetry book was probably my favorite, but 
at the same time ... I didn’t really get to put my all 
into it because of how short of a time period I had 
to get stuff  complete,” Patrick said. “Th e title of the 
book was ‘Introspect’ and it was kind of just me 
looking in on myself and writing about what was 
going on inside of me.” 

Patrick also drew the cover of the book, which 
was an eye with the word “Introspect” in the pupil. 
Th e book goes from “insight, to political, to love, 
and looking for love, and the remains of love,” Pat-
rick said. 

According to the writer, this project gave him 
“more of an idea as to how to compose something 
like this, because I had never really done it before. 
I had dabbled in [poetry] but I had never sat down 
and actually written a book.” 

Patrick liked that Mr. Perry “didn’t really tell 
us what to do with this [project] but he showed 
us other poets to give us an idea on how to write 
poetry.”

Patrick said he also likes “to make music. I sing 
a lot, and I’m in choir now at the school, but I’ve 

been in community choirs and I’m in band. I’ve 
also tried to dabble in my own composition by my-
self like electronic music making. I’m just trying 
to compose something of my own and it’s kind of 
been a disaster, but it’ll eventually become some-
thing. It’s just something that I’m working on. 

“I really want to make an album at some point. 
I just want to make it all my own and have just a 
work of art that I can release that’ll hopefully in-
spire people and kind of bring people some kind 
of happiness.” 

Patrick said the album would “probably be 
R&B, and I would like to incorporate some jazz 
and probably a little hip hop.” 

He hopes to go to Portland aft er high school, 
“But I’m not sure if I want to go there for college 
or go up there and just fi gure out, explore, and just 
see what I want to do instead,” he said. 

He is considering Portland Community College 
because it off ers a music and sonic arts two-year 
degree.

“Th ey could teach me more about how to use a 
soundboard, how to mix stuff , and I feel like that 
would give me a foundation to jump off  from,” 
Patrick said.

Patrick Rowley
ARTIST OF THE MONTH — CREATIVE WRITING
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When we were halfway 
through in the session, my sister, 
Isabella, helped with the clapper-
board. 

We also fi lmed Nyah running 
down the sidewalk toward the 
pier to get her into position for 
the dance break. While fi lming 
this time, the weather decided to 
throw fog at us and have a little 
more people in Old Town. We 
didn’t want anyone else in the 
video because we worried that if 
we got anyone else on the set in 
the fi nal product, it would look 
unprofessional. We still got some 
clips and many dance break clips. 
We also thought of a new idea 
for a second opening to the song 
if the fi rst one didn’t impress us 
enough. However, it got too dark 
and even though we still got a 
video clip of Nyah under a street-
light, it was not satisfactory. 

On our last day of fi lming, we 
used the gazebo in Old Town. 
Even though it would be only 
one location that we would use, it 
would be hard to get some video 
footage because there were visi-
tors that wanted to see the bridge 
from the porch next to the gaze-
bo. While we waited for the visi-
tors to move along, Hannah and 
I decided to get footage of gulls 
and other birds fl ying around the 
area and use it as transition clips 
for when we edited the whole 
thing. We managed to get four 
video clips, since it reached tour-
ist rush hour. 

Aft er wrapping up our fi lm-
ing, I decided to invite Nyah and 
Hannah over for lunch at ICM for 
a reward for their hard work. We 
all had a great meal and talked 
about various topics. When they 
left , Hannah and I knew that we 
had one more step to conquer. 
Editing.

Every single music video, good 
YouTube video and movie that 
has been made has gone through 
a process known as editing. 

In editing, every clip is taken 

in. Some clips aren’t good enough 
and are thrown away. 

You can change the volume 
of the audio, skew colors in the 
clip and even put in transitions. 
Sometimes you might fi nd un-
expected perfect timings — like 
when you put in two video clips 
and when the fi rst clip cuts to the 
next, the music is perfectly timed 
without editing. You may fi nd out 
a clip that you thought was bad, 
suddenly turns good for a transi-
tion. 

When we came back on Mon-
day, we had to watch “Run Lola 
Run” for class before we could 
edit the music video. Our goal 
was to fi nish editing the video by 
Friday to have it ready as soon as 
possible for Nyah. 

Th e fi rst day was the hardest, 
since we had to wait for a long 
time for all the clips we took to 
load into the computer. When 
they were all done, we then had 
to back up the fi les in case some-
thing happened to one of the clips 
in the editing soft ware. By the 
time we fi nished both of those 
steps, we only had a few minutes 
to get the clips onto the video 
track. When we fi nished, howev-
er, we still did not have the actual 
recording of Nyah singing “What 
About Us?” from the sound engi-
neer, Nate Kaplan.

We came back on Tuesday and 
Hannah thought she had already 
sent me the song, but when I 
opened my drive, it could not be 
found. Hannah then decided to 
have Mr. Mielke email it to her 
again. Aft er going through two 
stressful minutes, we fi nally had 
the actual recording. 

On Wednesday, we worked on 
editing the clips to fi t each section 
of music. Frankly, it was not hard, 
but not exactly easy, either. We 
had to brighten some clips up to 
fi t the time of day it should be in 
and there was one slight problem. 
If we brightened up a clip too 
much, it would appear pixelated 
and we did not want that to hap-
pen, so we did our best to keep 

the video in high defi nition. 
On Th ursday, we inserted 

the transition clips that we had 
fi lmed on Saturday. However, 
since we only got a few clips, we 
did our best to use multiple parts 
of the clips. We then tweaked a 
couple of aspects of the video to 
fi t in with the transition clips. Af-
ter this, we did a full run-through 
of the music video to see if it was 
satisfactory enough. Aft er fi nding 
some unsatisfactory parts, we de-
cided to edit those on Friday, the 
due date. 

On Friday, we got straight to 
work to fi x the video. We had to 
remove a transition clip because 
it was too slow and darken a clip 
since it was too bright. Finally, 
we were done. We then started 
to render the video. However, 
videos take 12 minutes to render 
and there was no time left  in class, 
so we decided to come back on 
Monday to see the result.

When we came back on Mon-
day, the video fi nished render-
ing. We took a look at the fi nal 
product. Th e feeling of the video 
was good, the setting was perfect 
and the editing was good. Over-
all, it was a good music video. 
Even when going back through 
some parts of the video, we felt 
like there were a couple of spots 
that didn’t look good enough. It 
wasn’t the perfect one we hoped 
for, but a good try on our fi rst 
music video. 

We presented it to Mr. Mielke 
and we both got an A. 

I would like to thank Hannah, 
Nyah and Isabella for making 
this possible. It has been a great 
time to work with you three and I 
look forward to another “Vollmar 
Project” in the future. Hannah 
and I are sticking together to see 
if we could come up with other 
good ideas for the next video 
project. Who knows, it might be 
a big hit. 

Th e video, including 
bloopers, can be seen on-
line at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZIC0iP7b1qQ.

Siuslaw bands rock the house
Th e Siuslaw High School Pep Band 

performed at Siuslaw Varsity Basket-
ball home games on the Glen Butler 
Court this season. 

Th e Pep Band’s last performance 
of the 2017-18 was on Feb. 9, when 
seniors from the band, cheerleading 
squad and varsity basketball teams 
were honored. Th e band is under the 
direction of Mr. Chris Rowbotham, 
with student director Audrey Lowder 
assisting. 

At Senior Night, eight Siuslaw High 
School Pep Band musicians — (from 
left ) Isaac Griff es, Topher Keppol, 
Cameron Utz, Edison Mielke, Logan 
Lindner, Neil Ebgan De Vera, Chan-
dler Call and Mallory Varas — were 
recognized for their eff orts over four 
years of high school. 

“It was wonderful to see such a great 
turnout of local people for the last 
home night of the 2017-18 season,” 
said Siuslaw band volunteer Rachel 
Pearson. “All the Siuslaw seats were 
full and the crowd, the band and the 
cheerleaders were loud — and proud.” 

Th e Pep Band’s next performance 
will be on Monday, March 5, at the All Bands 
Concert under the direction of Chris Rowbo-
tham. Th e concert is free and open to the public. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the music starts at 7 
p.m. at the Florence Events Center, 715 Quince 
St. in Florence. 

Clip-On Ties Are All the Rage! 

Yes, these are major fashion statement — at the 
Siuslaw Middle School Band Department. If you 
have own one or more of these wonderful sarto-
rial statements which you no longer wear, please 

consider donating them to the middle school at 
2525 Oak St., open during school hours. Th e de-
partment will put them into immediate use in the 
concert attire wardrobe for the Middle School 
Band students. 

Th e band also needs black dress shoes in any 
size as Middle School Band students, grades six 
through eight, also come in all sizes.

Look for the Siuslaw Middle School Band at its 
next concert on March 5 — the All Bands Con-
cert at the Florence Events Center. — Submitted 

by Rachel Pearson, Siuslaw Band Volunteer
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Knowledge 

Bowl takes 2nd

New semester, new sounds 
(Left) Mr. Rowbotham’s Beginning Band 

students tackle the basics of percussion as the 

second half of the school year gets underway. 

Students spend the fi rst semester learning 

basic musical concepts before auditioning 

for drums, mallets and auxiliary percussion 

instruments.


