
‘FORTRESS’ COULD BECOME

SHOOTING GALLERY

In response to Becky Goehring’s

Letter to the Editor “Safety is Important

Part of Education” (Feb. 17), any shoot-

ing is tragic. 

But I feel the letter writer is using

them to gin up support to build what

amounts to a prison.

The defensive measures suggested all

have serious liabilities that may mani-

fest themselves in unintended conse-

quences.

A lockout system is not foolproof. A

shooter, knowing that such a system

exists, could make the control his first

target. Once engaged, the shooter could

roam at-will with little to fear. By the

time responders get the doors open, I

shudder to think what mayhem will

have occurred.

When seconds count, the police are

only minutes away.

In the recent shooting, the FBI was

notified a year prior but chose not to

investigate. Social media did nothing

about the shooter’s disturbing posts. 

Police had visited the Cruz home

more than 30 times, but nothing was

done. The supreme court has ruled the

police have no obligation to protect us.

Sun Tzu wrote in “The Art of War”

that  “... attack is the secret of defense;

defense is the planning of an attack.”

It is as true today as when  written

2,500 years ago.

In the recent shooting, the shooter

was not a martyr. He escaped with the

students.

Instead of attempting to make our

schools fortresses in “gun free zones”

wherein a security system failure could

turn that “fortress” into a shooting

gallery, it makes sense to have trained

and capable armed staff to deter these

lunatics inside.

—Ian Eales

Florence

THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT

The Friends of Florence Van Fans

wants to thank everyone that con-

tributed to the success of its Feb. 21

game day and luncheon fundraising

event.  

The Elks Club of Florence was very

generous in allowing us to hold this

event there this year. Many people

donated gifts for our raffle table. The

food was delicious and a good time was

had by all.

As most of the community knows,

the Van Fans is a support group of the

Friends of Florence which operates the

bus that takes cancer patients to the

Willamette Valley five days a week, 52

weeks per year.

The community of Florence is always

very generous in its support, and we

want to thank everyone involved.

—Sharon Grove

Events Coordinator

Friends of Florence

Van Fans

OUT OF THE MOUTHS

OF BABES

Kudos to Becky Goehring for her

Letter to the Editor published Feb. 17

(“Safety Is Important Part of

Education”).

I heard a politician on television say

we need guns in the classrooms. Most

people couldn’t shoot a person. Most of

the gun accidents in the home are

caused by a gun that someone bought to

protect their home.

To kill something, even an animal,

you have to be rasied in an environment

such as a farm, where chickens or other

farm animals are killed for food.

I was raised on a farm and learned to

shoot a gun at a young age. I have hunt-

ed game most of my life. I taught my

children gun safety. Even when kids

take a gun safety class, it doesn’t mean

they are safe hunters.

One day, I was hunting with a friend

and his son, who had passed his Hunter

Safety Class. I asked the son what cal-

iber his gun was and he said it was a 30-

30, then jacked a shell out and handed it

to me.

I told him he just put a shell in the

barrel, and he insisted he didn’t and had

only closed the lever.

I took the gun from him, aimed it at a

stump and pulled the trigger, firing the

gun.

Taking a class doesn’t make a person

savvy enough to handle a gun safely.

There are other ways to protect class-

rooms. Three Siuslaw High School stu-

dents suggested fire extinguishers,

stronger classroom doors and automatic

lockdown systems for exterior doors.

Also, mace and tasers could be help-

ful.

—Virgile Bechtold

Florence
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Democracy has always

been a work in progress, and

Oregon has long been a pio-

neer in that progress, from

the initiative and referendum

a century ago to the mail-in

ballots and “motor voter”

registration of today.

Lane County voters now

have a chance to pioneer a

new phase of democratic

reform by bringing the STAR

(Score Then Automatic

Runoff) system of voting to

Lane County.

With STAR voting, a voter

can score any of the candi-

dates for an office on a scale

from zero to five, with zero

meaning “no support” and

five meaning “full support.” 

This gives voters the

chance to express their views

more clearly and eliminates

the need to make a choice

between candidates a voter

likes equally, or between a

candidate a voter prefers and

a candidate that simply has a

better chance of winning

because of party affiliation or

support.

The ballots are then count-

ed in a unique, two-step

process.

The first count determines

which two candidates

received the highest overall

scores from voters; the sec-

ond count is the “Automatic

Runoff” between these two

finalists, with each candidate

receiving a vote from each

voter who scored them high-

er.

The candidate who gets

the most votes in the runoff

wins.

So why replace our current

election method?

Lane County elections

currently use the “top two”

system of a primary election

in the spring that narrows the

field to two candidates — or

many times only a single

candidate — for the general

election in the fall.

If one of the candidates

gets a majority in the pri-

mary, that candidate wins

and the voters in the general

election get no other choice.

This comes despite the fact

that the voters who partici-

pate in the general election

vastly outnumber those who

participate in the primary.

If no candidate gets a

majority in the primary, the

“top two” candidates with

the most votes go on to the

general election, even though

each received only a minori-

ty of voter support. 

This two-election process

(primary and then general)

makes for a long campaign

season, which wearies both

voters and candidates. It also

gives the advantage to the

bes t - funded cand ida te s

because long campaigns cost

more money.

STAR Voting would

replace the two-election

process with one election in

November. It eliminates the

problems and extra costs

associated with holding a pri-

mary for these nonpartisan

offices, reducing the amount

of fundraising necessary.

It also gives every voter a

say in both steps of the

process and produces win-

ners with broad overall sup-

port from voters rather than

just financial resources.

It is fair to all candidates

and gives voters the ability to

have their say on any candi-

date they have an opinion on.

For those frustrated by

today’s politics, this is a

chance to change the

process. 

A petition has already

been filed to bring STAR

Voting to elections for Lane

County offices.

To learn more, visit www.

starlane.us.

Alan Zundel and Mark

Frohnmayer are the chief peti-

tioners for the STAR Voting initi-

tative for Lane County. Zundel is

a former political scientist and

Frohnmayer is a local entrepre-

neur. Both have been active in

election reform efforts for sever-

al years.

Is it time for a new voting system?

GUEST VIEWPOINT
BY ALAN ZUNDEL AND MARK FROHNMAYER

STAR VOTING INITIATIVE


