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Our Story:

VAL DOES NOT NEED THIS -- NOT NOW, NOT WITH
MAKEDA TO BE CONSIDERED. HE'D BEEN EXPECTING
AN EVENTUAL CHALLENGE --T'S THE NORSE WAY --
BUT NOT YET. SKYRMIR, HOWEVER, WILL HAVE HIS
SATISFACTION...

.

—

MAKEDA ANNOUNCES SHE IS HEADED SOUTH -- WITH OR
WITHOUT VAL AND SKYRMIR. "WE CANNOT LET THE WENCH
JUST WALK AWAY!" SNARLS THE NORSEMAN, UNHAPPY TO

LOSE A SOURCE OF PROFIT.

VAL IS NONE TOO HAPPY
EITHER, BUT IS MYSTIFIED
AS TO HOW HE SHOULD
HANDLE THE STRONG-
WILLED GIRL. HE SIGNALS
HIS COMPANION TO
AY PUT.

UNEXPECTEDLY, SKYRMIR ERUPTS IN FURY. "I AM SICK

AND DONE WITH YOUR LORDING IT OVER ME! NOW
| HAVE WEAPONS AND AM ONCE AGAIN A CHIEFTAIN!
TAKE UP YOUR ARMS SO THAT | MIGHT GIVE YOU A
SEACOCK'S BEATING!"

B~ VAL SIGHS -- IT
& S TIMES LIKE THIS
THAT HE WISHES HE
WERE NOT THE
NATURAL-BORN
LEADER THAT HE IS.

DOES THIS NORSE BRUTE
REALLY THINK HE CAN
STEER THEIR FATES
BETTER THAN A KNIGHT
AND PRINCE CAN?
THEN STEEL RINGS ON
STEEL AND VAL NO
LONGER HAS TIME
TO FEEL SORRY
FOR HIMSELF

NEXT WEEK
A Fine Mess
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IF IT WAS MORE YR
SUMMER-LIKE. 408

ANOTHER GEM FROM
THE cOLD FARMER'S
ALMANAC.
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by Dave T. Phipps

Just Like Cats & Dogs

'PVNO WAYI IT'S A CASUAL DINNER PARTY )
BUT YOU'RE NOT WEARING A CONCERT
T-SHIRT. I DON'T CARE IF YOU IRONED IT.
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“A pair of your best wire cutters
for my son, please.”
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Solution time: 21 mins.

A BLIND DATE
RS
Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps
THIS IS CRAZY. IT'S I HATE WINTER. MY | [ MAN, IT'S 50 COLD I\ [/6EEZ BOB, I'M PRETTY )
GOTTA BE BELOW ZERO!] [ENTIRE BODY IS FROZEN | \ CAN SEE MY BREATH. f| SURE I COULD SEE |
e " T \YOUR BREATH IN JULY./ 2
ACROSS
1 Nasty insect
5 Badly lit
8 Error
12 Chills and
fever
13 Kreskin's
claim
14 Docket entry
15 In reverie
17 Anger
18 Dine
19 Sternward
20 Dissuade
21 Firmament
22 Stop — dime
23 Augment
26 Firm 4 7
30 Needy 48 50
31 Hockey milieu
32 Concept 51 53
33 Get
35 Pry 53 Say it ain't so 16 Shark variety 34 Mischievous
36 Singer 20 Modern-day one
Winehouse DOWN evidence 35 Long story
37 Droop 1 Test the 21 Like some 37 Prolonged
38 Cut corners waters video on the attack
41 Huge 2 City of India Web 38 Skewer
42 Greek cross 3 Fat 22 Praise in 39 Gambling
45 Actress Gilpin 4 Pod denizen verse game
46 "... twilight's 5 Treat as a god 23 Spring mo. 40 Press agent?
last —" 6 "— It 24 Buck's mate 41 Sad
48 Privy to Romantic?" 25 One of the 42 Ocean motion
49 Boxer 7 Gasoline stat Seven Dwarfs 43 In due time
50 Pedestal 8 Very conspic- 26 High card 44 Homely
occupant uous 27 Commotion 46 Navig. aid
51 Chinatown 9 Cafe au — 28 Modern (Pref.) 47 Central
gang 10 Capri, e.g. 29 Spigot
52 Witness 11 Equal 31 Wall climber
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HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Plans to get together with
friends this week could be de-
layed by other responsibilities,
Aries. Do not feel the need to
cancel; just reschedule your
plans.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, financial issues may
force you to work a little harder

right now to make some extra
money. Make a concerted effort
to save more and take care of
your financial obligations.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you may need to
wait a little longer to receive
some news you have been an-
ticipating. Don't let this get you
down. Change is on the way and
will come soon enough.
CANCER - Jun 22/]Jul 22
Cancer, treat yourself to a
brief respite from the daily
grind. Spend time with the

MEET MITZI

§ to take walks.

from home would be best.

This little cutie is a total luv-bug. Mitzi is crate trained for both the car
and at nite-nite-time. She loves to play ball and we would consider
her a low to medium energy girl. She is great on a leash and loves

Mitzi is housetrained, and seems to be a quiet, young lady.
She really likes to be with people, owners that are retired or working

family and enjoy some well-
deserved rest and relaxation in
the days ahead.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, make a concerted effort
to open a line of communica-
tion with someone who means
alot to you. He or she may need
a helping hand, and you are just
the person to provide that as-
sistance.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Treat yourself to a present
this week, Virgo. A nice dinner,
an unexpected luxury or even

a spa treatment is the kind of
pampering that can go a long
way.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23

Libra, make an effort to lift
the spirits of a loved one this
week. Responsibilities may be
weighing on them, and you can
lighten their mood just by being
there for them.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, sometimes you may
feel as if you are the only per-
son getting things done. Just
keep up your hard work and the
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rewards will come. Others are
taking notice.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/
Dec 21

Sagittarius, if your patience
is wearing thin, try to embrace
distractions that can help you
pass the time. This can make
things less stressful.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan
20

Capricorn, you have been
doing well financially, but you
still hope to do better. Speak
with a planner or a knowledge-

able relative on how to make
your money work harder.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Engage in activities that
make you feel good and boost
your self-confidence this week,
Aquarius. This may be as simple
as hitting the gym for a work-
out.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Phone a friend and set up a
time to get together, Pisces. Re-
connecting and sharing a laugh
or two will be a boon to both of
you and raise your spirits.

MEET LASSIE

Lassie is a lovely Scottish fold senior lady. She has tiny
little folded ears and a pronounced chin (part of the fold
description).She is a mellow cat that finds her place, lays down
and naps. She may make a good lap cat. She grumbles under
her breath at the other cats so she may do best in a quiet one
cat home or possibly with another calm cat.




