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Siuslaw News’ annual
Year in Review looks back
at some of the Florence area’s
top stories from 2017

JANUARY

FRESHLY DRIVEN SNOW

The Florence area received between four and eight inch-
es of snow Jan. 4, causing schools and government offices to
close or open late. Mapleton and Siuslaw school districts, Lane
Community College and Florence City Hall were among the
closures. This is the first major snow accumulation in Florence
since March 2012.

ALWAYS READY TO RHODY

2017 is the 110th annual Rhododendron
Festival in Florence, celebrating a tradition
of native rhododendrons and honoring local
youth in the Grand Floral Parade and a year-
ly coronation. This year’s “Always Ready to
Rhody” theme honors U.S. Coast Guard Sta-
tion Siuslaw River as the festival’s grand mar-
shals. In January, the Rhododendron Committee
announced the selections for the 2017 Rhododen-
dron Court. Students will develop leadership and com-
munication skills and make public appearances.

HUNDREDS GATHER FOR SOLIDARITY MARCH

On Jan. 21, a Women Solidarity March was held in Florence
in support of the Women’s March in Washington. Nin Bebeau,
the local organizer for the march, says that the event is an im-
portant opportunity to stand together and make voices heard.

“When we march together we show that we stand together,
and we show that we stand up for what we believe in, which is
the education and empowerment of women,” Bebeau said.

VisioN OF ‘A CITY IN MOTION’ BECOMES A REALITY
Florence Mayor Joe Henry gave the State of the City address
at the Florence Events Center, focusing on the city’s work plan,

goals and current and future projects.

Henry said, “Early on we talked about our dream of being a
‘City in Motion. You will see our dream is no longer a dream,
instead it is a daily reality and has turned into action and re-
sults”

FEBRUARY

LANDSLIDE TOPPLES TRAILER

The nearly five inches of rain the Florence area received were
likely a major contributor to a hillside collapse at the Siuslaw
Marina and River RV Park, authorities say. Western Lane Am-
bulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue first re-
sponders rescued Allison Barkemeyer and her infant grand-
daughter, Arylyn, who had been trapped in their RV by a major
landslide.

Fire Marshal Sean Barrett said, “Calls like this really test our
abilities. We classify them as high hazard and low fre-
quency. They don't happen very often but they are
very hazardous — not only to the victim but to
the first responders.”

FLORENCE CLARIFIES POSITION ON
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT
City of Florence issued a statement Feb. 3
in response to President Donald Trump’s Ex-
ecutive Order 13768, signed Jan. 25, expanding
the authority of state and local police to include
enforcing federal immigration law.

Executive Order 13768, Section 8 states, “It is the
policy of the executive branch to empower state and local law
enforcement agencies across the country to perform the func-
tions of an immigration officer in the interior of the United
States to the maximum extent permitted by law””

This statement directly conflicts with language in the Oregon
Revised Statutes, (ORS) and the Florence City Charter.

SIUSLAW AWARDS HONORS CITIZENS, BUSINESSES

The community gathered to celebrate the best of Florence
during the ninth annual Florence Area Chamber of Commerce
Siuslaw Awards banquet celebration.

More than 30 businesses, nonprofit organizations and indi-
viduals were nominated for nine categories. A panel of seven
unidentified judges from in and outside the Florence area se-

lected the winning applicant in each category. All winners were
kept secret until the awards presentation.

Ron Caputo was selected as the 2016 Florence First Citizen,
and Siuslaw High School senior Claire Waggoner was selected
as the Future First Citizen.

PEACE HARBOR COULD FACE CHOPPY SEAS

Oregon Nurses Association (ONA) member nurses at Peace-
Health Peace Harbor Medical Center have been negotiating
for better terms in a new contract since Nov. 30. The 75 Peace
Harbor ONA members have been working without a contract
since that date.

According to Peace Harbor Hospital registered nurse and
ONA negotiating team member Sandy Fleetwood, the major
negotiating points between the nurses and PeaceHealth are
healthcare benefits, wage and hour issues, recruitment and re-
tention and security.

MARCH

TREGONING ADVANCES TO MASTER CHIEF

US. Coast Guard Station Siuslaw Officer-in-Charge Tim
Tregoning advanced to the title of master chief petty officer, the
“pinnacle” of his career, in a ceremony held at Oregon Coast
Military Museum in Florence. Sector North Bend Command-
ing Officer Captain Michael Trimpert conducted the ceremony
for Coast Guard personnel from the sector and District 13.

“Today is a momentous day for the Tregoning family;” Trimp-
ert said. “Advancing to master chief is the pinnacle of being an
enlisted man in the U.S. Coast Guard.”

ROTARY AUCTION SETS RECORD HIGH FOR THIRD TIME

Rotary Club of Florence announced the grand total of this
auction and the total had club members dancing. The March
11 auction, called “Dancing for the Stars of Tomorrow;” raised
$109,131.89. This is up nearly $8,000 from last year’s “Sky’s the
Limit” record.

Auction Committee co-chair Kevin McMullen said the total
came from just the auction alone.

“This is what you guys did in just one night,” he said.

More than 300 people attended the Rotary Auction at the
Florence Events Center.

FOR THE REST OF 2017, SEE PAGE 2
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110TH ANNUAL RHODODENDRON FESTIVAL

D

Florence carries on tradition with Ruooy Fest
110th Rhody Days celebration COMMEMORATIVE ALBUM

lorence’s 110th annual
F Rhododendron Festival wrapped
up Sunday after a season of being
“Always Ready to Rhody!” This year’s
festival theme borrowed from U.S.
Coast Guard’s motto “Semper Paratus
— Always Ready” and honored Station
Siuslaw River.

see RHODY 74

TenaCiO‘-lS owner Seeks
$2,989 repayment from port

Port agrees 1o sell surplus riverfront
property to City of Florence
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ATV crash claims life

Local woman dies in Deadwood area
recreational vebicle accident

Popular broadcaster
passes away at 89

Harley Youngblood's distinctive voice,

warm personality informed, entertained \
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FAME the arts
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Are the Boardwalk
kids still Market
alright? creates it’s

own identity
Open most week-
ends, the market
continues to grow
and draw more
customers

Part one of a three-

part series examin-

ing teen alcobol use
in Florence.

Totality Cool (almost)

Florence didn't experience a total eclipse, but the 97.3-percent experien

Different generations ruminate on the science, philosophy of Monda;

see ECLIPSE 7

see MARKET 74

see DRINKING 74

Cottage Grove’s many covered bridges

Cottage Grove, Ore. | www.cottagegrove.org
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TwWO BROTHERS, TWO WARS A SHARED EXPERIENCE

Local brothers, Jobn, 96, and Bill Weiser, 84, served in World War Il and the Korean War
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Voters pass local | Community rallies around Florence Food Share

New corporate programs and a slew of donations help the local program

option levy by
wide margin

Renewal will allow Siuslaw
School District to continue to
fer cla: nhance learni
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Dunes City marijuana grow operation may be denied

Oregon Liquor Control Commission application may be at

sk due to improper approval
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