
“On Dec. 20, at about 8

p.m., OSP officers responded

to a report of a drunk and dis-

orderly subject at the

Rhododendron Trailer Park in

Florence. While enroute,

information was received that

the disorderly subject and

resident was threatening to

shoot everyone in the park.

Troopers arrived at the scene

and located Williams in his

singlewide manufactured

home. While attempting to

make contact with Williams,

he pointed a firearm at the

troopers.” 

Rhododendron Trailer Park

Manager Linda Varvel said

she has had previous issues of

violence with Williams, but

this incident was much worse

than any of the preceding sit-

uations. 

“I got a call from a tenant

saying he was ranting and

raving and throwing a fit.

They were scared, so I went

down there,” Varvel said.

“Normally I can calm him

down, but there was no calm-

ing him down this time. He

came at me and chased my

son down the road, threaten-

ing to kill us both and every-

body else that was back

there.”

Varvel’s son Jeff was

upstairs watching television,

heard the ruckus being

caused by Williams, and

made his way to the man’s

trailer.

“I went down there and

told him he needed to stop

yelling and screaming and he

just started threatening me,

saying he was gonna shoot

me and my mom,” he said.

“Then he shoved my mom

almost to the ground and I

wasn’t gonna have that. Then

he started chasing me, yelling

he was gonna kill us all, and

that’s when I called the

cops.” 

Varvel said that Williams

then returned to his trailer.

When officers from OSP

eventually arrived, he was

still highly agitated.

“He went inside and pulled

a gun on the officer. He’s not

in his right mind,” she said.

“Then he threatened to kill a

bunch of other people.”  

OSP reported that repeated

attempts to get Williams to

leave his trailer were unsuc-

cessful and, because of the

dangerous nature of the situa-

tion, SWAT was called to the

scene.

“After OSP detectives

obtained a search warrant for

William’s arrest, SWAT intro-

duced chemical agents (pep-

per spray and tear gas) into

the trailer. Williams subse-

quently exited, but was still

not complying with com-

mands and he was tasered. He

was taken into custody about

3 a.m. and transported to

Lane County Jail,” the report

said. 

According to Varvel, this is

not the first time that there

have problems with Williams.

“We’ve called the police

lots of times but they won’t

come out here,” she said.

“The biggest problem we

have is that we are not part of

the city, according to the

Florence Police Department.

The ambulance and the fire

department will come out

here, no problem, but the

police say it’s not their juris-

diction.” 

Sergeant Brandon Ott from

the Florence Police

Department confirmed that

his agency had taken the orig-

inal 911 call and transferred

the call to the Lane County

Sheriff’s Office because the

address of the call was out-

side of the city limits. Ott

added that the department

had units at the scene, in case

they were needed, from

approximately 8:15 to 11:30

p.m.

The charges filed against

Williams should keep him

incarcerated for the weekend,

but he may be released with

no warning to Varvel or to

other park residents.

“He will be in jail for at

least a couple of days,”

Varvel said. “I doubt he will

come back here because I am

turning in a restraining order

today.”

6A SIUSLAW NEWS   ❚ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2017

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

See Jim for your auto sales needs!See Jim for your auto sales needs!

New Year’s Eve
Dinner

5pm - 9pm

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

by Lisha & the Outlaws

Midnight

Toast

with

Party

Favors

Call For Reservations:  

541-547-5820

adoberesort.com

1555 Hwy 101, Yachats, OR

(Serving a limited special menu)

9:30pm - 12:30am

Fraternally,

 Tom Hornback, Exalted Ruler

Elks Community 

Appreciation Dinner

December 25, 2017

12:00 - 3:00 pm

The Offi cers and Members of

 Florence Elks Lodge #1858

Appreciate the Florence Community for

Supporting our Lodge.

As a token of our appreciation, 

please join us for a
Complimentary Dinner

At the Lodge, 1686 12th Street, Florence

On Christmas Day from

 Noon to 3:00 pm.

River Cities Taxi will be providing free transportation 

for those that need it, inside the Florence City Limits 

Please call 541-997-8520

Elks Care-Elks Share

Arrest from 1A

ESTATE JEWELRY AND 

ANTIQUE FURNITURE!!!

We buy, sell and consign quality 

estate/heirloom jewelry & furniture.

Gold, silver, platinum jewelry with 

precious & semi precious stones.

 Call 541-997-8104, 

Florence Antiques

 

Auto, Home, Life, Business 

Flood, Antique Auto, RV’s 

Medicare Advantage Plans 

Medicare Supplements 

 Health Insurance 

Phone  (541) 997-9497 

1234 Rhododendron Dr / Florence 

Commerical • Residential
Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time Pick-Up.

Easy curb side recycling program-

No additional costs to our customers.

5078 Coastwood Lane

Call us at 541-997-8233

County Transfer & Recycling

CUSTOM ENGRAVING

& CUTTING
Awards • Plaques • Name Badges

Gifts • Signage • Glassware

541-997-5691 

541-361-9080
jmirvis@charter.net

Florence, Oregon

Village Grooming
4981 Highway 101, 

across Munsel Lake Rd
541-305-5411

Call for appointmentCall for appointmentGreat prices on all 

top national brands!

685-A Hwy 101, 

Florence, OR.

541-997-3273

FLORENCE

1780 Kingwood St.

541-997-8526

Glass For Every 
Purpose

CCB# 55030

Licensed in the state of Oregon

1749 Hwy. 101

Cell: 541-991-2151

Melody@trhunter.com
www.trhunter.com

Melody Ann
Beaudro

PRINCIPAL BROKER

TR
HUNTER

MM Piano Studio
Mary Morganti  

Teacher-Pianist

Accompanist 

Private Lessons in Florence 
for Ages 6-Adult.

Member MTNA 

and OMTA

Call or Email 
520.850.3563

maryjo3663@msn.comm

Dec. 24

Jep and Brenda’s

Christmas Eve Party

4 to 6 p.m.

Music, dancing, potluck

Open to public

Florence Elks Lodge

Dec. 25

Free Community Christmas

Dinner

Noon to 3 p.m.

Open to all

Florence Elks Lodge

Dec. 27

Caregivers Dealing with

Dementia

6 p.m.

Educational series open to 

public

Spruce Point Assisted Living

& Memory Care

Dec. 28

Small Business Revolution

— Main Street: Preview &

Q&A

6 to 8 p.m.

Open to public

City Lights Cinemas

www.facebook.com/Florence

DRT/

Dec. 29

High Street Band plays

7 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

No cover

Blue Bills Sports Bar & Tap

Room

Three Rivers Casino Resort

Dec. 30

High Street Band plays

7 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

No cover

Blue Bills Sports Bar & Tap

Room

Three Rivers Casino Resort

Dec. 31

New Year’s Eve Dance

2 to 4:30 p.m.

Open to public

Shorewood Senior Living

High Street Band plays

8 p.m. to 1 a.m.

No cover

Three Rivers Casino Resort

Event Center

Amy Clawson and Coltrane

Play 

9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

No cover

Blue Bills Sports Bar & Tap

Room

Three Rivers Casino Resort

Deadline to apply for City

Committees

Visit ci.florence.or.us/board-

sandcommissions/ for more

information

Canceled: Siuslaw

Diabetes/Pre-diabetes

Support Group

Next meeting scheduled for

Jan. 16, 2 p.m. at Siuslaw

Public Library
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