
Also, Blake adds, “substan-

tial increases” in the teacher’s

retirement system have further

burdened school districts finan-

cially.

For decades, teachers have

reached into their own pockets

to pay for materials that school

budgets could not provide. It

used to be just reams of paper

or pens and pencils, but in this

digital age, high-tech teaching

tools cost more. 

The PTA has fulfilled some

off-budget requests, but not all,

according to school board

member Paul Burns, who

encouraged development of the

Wish List.

The Wish List still includes

items like paper reams, art

sketchbooks and paints. But

today, from the third-grade up,

education is largely computer-

based, just like the work envi-

ronments many students will

enter. Students also respond

well to computer-based learn-

ing because they’ve grown up

with the Internet as a source of

entertainment and social inter-

action.

Students still read textbooks,

but online teaching tools give

them an edge. 

For example, Google

Chromebooks “have proven to

be a very useful tool for home-

work,” says Special Programs

Director Lisa Utz, and for

developing “skills such as writ-

ing and keyboarding, collabo-

ration, speaking and presenta-

tion, and time management.

Apps like speech-to-text can

make a huge difference; with-

out that app some [students]

may struggle so hard with the

output of their thoughts that

they are stifled.”

This year, the district used an

$825 Wish List donation from

the Florence Area Democratic

Club to purchase materials

ranging from traditional print-

ed books to an online teaching

supplement.

Third-grade teacher Dolly

Greene received 17 copies of a

book by an Oregon State

University wildlife biologist

about natural habitats and jour-

nal-keeping on field trips. 

The books can be shared

with other third-grade teachers

and makes a permanent

resource for students.

In sixth-grade science class-

es, McKenzie Perry’s students

can now visit kidsdiscover.com

for additional articles about

classroom content. 

“The website also comes

with educational games and

quizzes,” Perry points out,

“that will help me see their

growth as well as provide extra

practice for kids who need it.”

Fulfilled Wish List requests

evoke gratitude among teach-

ers and administrators alike. 

“We really appreciate the

Wish List and the donors that

have helped us fill some of the

items on it,” says High School

Principal Kerri Tatum.

“Unfortunately, we are not

always able to buy all of the

supplies that our teachers need,

so this has really helped us fill

in some of those gaps.”

For Perry, the support is

touching. 

“Having community mem-

bers step up and help out with

these things is so wonderful

and makes us feel so support-

ed by the community,” she

says. 

“The Wish List provides an

avenue for those in the com-

munity that want to partici-

pate, but may not have time to

volunteer,” Utz says.

“Knowing that the gift they

give will directly affect stu-

dents can be a way to feel con-

nected. It can also be a very

meaningful way to choose

how to give to the schools, as

each item on the wish list is

individual and unique, as indi-

vidual and unique as our

Florence community.” 

Readers can visit the Wish

List through the school dis-

trict’s home page at www.sius-

law.k12. or.us. Click on the

link to “Siuslaw School

District Wish List.”

Cash donations in any

amount are also welcome.

Cash, goods, or services all

qualify as tax-deductible,

charitable donations.
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What’s happening where you live?

Watch our new online 60-second videos 

produced from the latest MLS data.

Get a quick snapshot of real estate activity 

and price trends in the Florence area.

 • Automatically updated

 • Clear & accurate information

 • Localized market areas

 • Information you want to know

Visit our website at

RealEstateFlorence.com 

and click the 60-second 

Market Update Video! 

Visit

Real

and 

Mark

The Top Choice in
   Florence Real Estate.

PRICE REDUCED

MUST SEE this completely high-end 

remodeled (2016) beauty on a corner 

lot. 60’ RV carport plus 2 car garage. In 

addition 430 sqft solarium w/infrared sauna 

& offi ce

2 Bdrm + solarium, 2 Ba 1809 sqft

$228,500  BH7546  ML#17493827

NEW LISTING

Bright open & spacious fl oor plan. ½ block 

from the entrance & clubhouse. Ramp to 

front porch. Small fenced yard for pets. 

Oversized fi nished single garage.

$185,000  BH7602  ML#17063339

PRICE REDUCED 

Florentine Estates Goldenwest with 

private backyard. Vaulted open living 

area with built-in bookshelves & custom 

draperies

2 Bdrm + den, 2 Ba  1512 sq ft

$204,900  BH7593  ML#17192860

NEW LISTING

South lakes area .67 acre, foundation in. 

Build when ready. RV garage 31’ bay, two 

12’ doors, permitted residence, double 

carport too!

2 Bdrm, 1 ½ Ba  1300 sq ft

 $239,000  BH7603  ML#17024222

NEW LISTING

Looking for that “Great home”…you will fi nd 

this one special with beautiful views, electric 

fi replace & slider off dining area to patio. 

Located at The Cottages at Ocean Dunes

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  1534 sq ft

$319,000  BH7611  ML#17168292

NEW LISTING

Super Good Cents home in Summerset 

Estates. Open kitchen/familyroom area 

slider out to private backyard

3 Bdrm, 3 Ba  1444 sq ft

$275,500  BH7581  ML#17384212

NEW LISTING

Craftsman custom home with attention 

to detail for the discriminating buyer in 

upscale Fawn Ridge. 2 covered decks, 

propane fi repit, double garage.

3 Bdrm, 2 ½ Ba  2023 sq ft

$432,000  BH7607  ML#17443224

NEW LISTING

Fleetwood on Cul-de-Sac. Double glass 

doors in permitted sunroom with wall of 

windows. Skylight & ceiling fan. Private 

backyard.

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  2153 sq ft

$289,000  BH7606  ML#17212815

NEW LISTING

Panoramic views of Florence & the 

Siuslaw Bridge, distant Ocean views & 

amazing sunsets. Elevator to make this 

home accessible on every level

3 Bdrm, 3 full, 3 partial Ba  4041 sq ft

$439,900  BH7592  ML#17343764

Burns’s Riverside Chapel
Florence Funeral Home

Your Community Friend-
Compassionate Care

for you and your loved ones.

2765 Kingwood St.
Florence, OR

24 Hours

541-997-3416
burnsriversidechapel.com

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Open 4 days a week!

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD

AN UNFORGETTABLE GIFT 

FOR YOUR FRIEND OR 

RELATIVE WHO HAS 

EVERYTHING…..EVERYTHING…..

���������	
�� 
���������	�


������������
������������� !�"�#

GIFT

CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Ed Kopilec

Principal Broker

541 991-8630Booth Island #1300 – Boat to your own island 

retreat with 1.2 acres of pristine island living on 

Siltcoos Lake. Over 100’ of lake frontage. Fish 

for Salmon, Steelhead, Trout and Bass. Kayak 

the Siltcoos River down to the Pacific Ocean. 

Nearby rentals are available at Westlake Resort. 

$99,000. #2729-17237076

Wish from 1A

Class Act Theatre (CAT) will

present Truman Capote’s “A

Christmas Memory” along with

a hilarious 1930s-style Holiday

Radio Show Friday, Dec. 15,

and Saturday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m.,

and Sunday, Dec 17, at 2 p.m.

All profits will go to Florence

Food Share to help families in

need over the holidays.

Tickets are $15 and are avail-

able at catproductions .org, or at

the CAT box office, 509

Kingwood St., Monday and

Wednesday, from 1 to 5 p.m.

starting Nov. 27.

Tickets can also be purchased

an hour before each show.

“Christmas Memory” by

Truman Capote is both a sweet

and poignant tale of childhood

memories and the Christmas

spirit. The program also features

other old-time radio type enter-

tainment.

For more information, con-

tact David Lauria at 541-999-

0939.

‘Christmas

Memory’

comes to

CAT


