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Fishing

from 1B

reopened outside of the 40
fathom regulatory line, only
with the use of longleader
gear. (Bottomfish fishing
remains closed inside the 40
fathom regulatory line.)
Longleader gear has a mini-
mum of 30 feet between the
sinker, or weight, and the
lowest hook.

Additionally, a non-com-
pressible float above the top
hook is required. No bait or
lures larger than five inches in
length are allowed. This gear
is designed to target midwater
rockfish species such as yel-
lowtail, widow, and canary
rockfish, while avoiding the
more bottom dwelling yel-
loweye rockfish.

The daily bag limit is 10
fish per angler for the remain-
der of 2017. During this
reopening, retention of black,
blue, deacon, China, copper,
and quillback rockfish,
cabezon, lingcod, and yellow-
eye rockfish is prohibited.

Trips for flatfish, long-
leader bottomfish, and ling-
cod spearfishing must all
remain separate, i.e. they can-
not be onboard the boat at the
same time.

The Stonewall Bank
Yelloweye Rockfish
Conservation area, approxi-
mately 15 miles west of
Newport, is closed to bottom-
fish (groundfish) and halibut
fishing year round.

Vessels fishing for or
retaining bottomfish (includ-
ing flatfish) species are
required (1) to have onboard a
functioning rockfish descend-

ing device, and (2) use it to
descend any rockfish released
when fishing outside of the
30-fathom regulatory line.

For more information and
videos, please see the rockfish
recompression webpage.

In addition to the descend-
ing device rule, ODFW con-
tinues to encourage anglers to
use a descending device when
releasing any rockfish with
signs of barotrauma. Signs of
barotrauma, such as bulging
eyes and a gut protruding
from the mouth, are reversible
when fish are returned to
depth with a descending
device.

Use a descending device to
safely return fish to a depth of
60 feet or more. Even fish
that are severely bloated can
survive after being released at
depth.

PAcrFic HALIBUT

All 2017 sport halibut fish-
eries have concluded.

Allocations for 2018 will
be announced in late January
2018.

For more information, see
the sport halibut webpage.
SHORE AND ESTUARY FISHING

Shore and estuary anglers
may fish for surfperch, flat-
fish species like starry floun-
der and sanddabs, and baitfish
(herring, for example).

Due to inseason regulation
changes, anglers may NOT
catch or retain lingcod, any
species of rockfish, cabezon,
greenling, or other bottomfish
species except for flatfish
species like sanddab and star-
ry flounder.

Surfperch fishing is not
impacted by this closure, and
remains open.
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Public piers provide oppor-
tunities to catch surfperch and
baitfish and to drop crab pots
(but check first for crab health
safety closures).

Learn about surfperch fish-
ing.

When fishing from shore or
inside estuaries and bays, it is
important to check the tide.

Many fish that swim into
estuaries and bays, including
salmon, surfperch, and Pacific
herring, tend to come in with
the tide.

Catch of these species is
more likely to occur closer to
slack tide.

Additionally, the accessibil-
ity of some areas can be com-
pletely dependent on the tide.
Do not allow the incoming
tide to become a safety haz-
ard.

WARMWATER FISHING —
South Coast

The south coast area
extends along the Oregon
coast from Yachats south to
the Oregon-California border.
The area offers some of the
most productive and scenic
warmwater fishing in the state
with excellent fishing for
bass and panfish available in
large waters such as Mercer
Lake, Siltcoos Lake, and
Tahkenitch Lake.

Tenmile Lakes located
north of Coos Bay is
renowned for its crappie and
trophy bass fisheries, and the
site of bass tournaments.
Anglers should also try one of
the many smaller lakes scat-
tered along Highway 101 and
throughout the coastal dunes
area, or Triangle Lake closer
to the Willamette Valley.

The warmwater fish avail-
able in the south coast area
include: Largemouth bass,
smallmouth bass, bullheads,

black crappie, bluegill, pump-
kinseed, yellow perch, green
sunfish, warmouth and chan-
nel catfish.

North and South Tenmile
Lake provide some of the
finest warmwater fishing on
the Oregon coast. Located on
the east side of Hwy 101 mid-
way between Reedsport and
Coos Bay, the combined lakes
offer nearly 2,000 acres of
water and miles of shoreline
to fish for largemouth bass,
bluegill, crappie and brown
bullhead catfish.

Much of the property
around Tenmile is privately-
owned and the lakes are best
fished by boat, but a fishing
dock at Tenmile Lake County
Park in the small community
of Lakeside is wheelchair
accessible and a great spot for
kids. There also is a camp-
ground and boat launch at the
County Park. Spinreel
Campground (US Forest
Service) on the west side of
Hwy 101 offers camping for
those wanting an extended
stay.

Several area resorts and
marinas also provide camping
spaces, lodging and boat
rentals.

The shoreline of North and
South Tenmile is varied as a
number of streams flow from
the coastal foothills and into
the lakes creating several
large arms and many smaller
bays and inlets dotted with
pilings, docks and boat hous-
es. Both lakes are shallow
with an average depth of
about 15 feet and abundant
aquatic weeds, willows and
bank vegetation that provide
excellent cover and produc-
tive habitat for warmwater
fish.

Fish generally range from 1

to 4-pounds, but a 6-pound
bass is not uncommon. Bass
fishing is best during periods
of warmer water from spring
through early fall.

When spring water temper-
atures reach about 60 degrees
F, the bass move into shallow-
er water to spawn. During the
spawn, lures and jigs that imi-
tate prey such as small fish
and crayfish, and soft plastic
worms work well.

Spinnerbaits, buzzbaits and
other surface lures are also
effective. Anglers should tar-
get areas around willows,
docks, logs or vegetation that
provide a combination of
cover and patches of open
water. Good locations include
the Black’s Creek arm and
railroad trestle crossing on
North Lake, and the Coleman
and Templeton arms of South
Lake.

* Crappie

Anglers catch crappie in
both lakes with good fishing
in the spring and throughout
the summer. Best fishing is in
the calm water along the
shoreline, in the many small
coves and inlets. Crappie
anglers should target shaded
areas with wood structure
including submerged brush
and trees, downed logs and
docks.

The fish are often found in
schools at depths of 10-15
feet. A good set-up is light
spinning tackle with 4-pound
test line and a light-colored
1/32 ounce jig. Have an
assortment of garland-style
and curly tail jigs in a variety
of bright, neutral and dark
colors and sizes.

Use a tapered panfish bob-
ber and change the depth of
the jig until you find fish.
Allow the jig to sink then
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Fishing is best early and
late in the day, but a mid-day
breeze can also trigger a bite.
Crappie abundance can go
through cycles every few
years so check with ODFW
for the latest information.

* Yellow perch

For yellow perch, you can
fish the same areas of the
lakes and use a similar set-up
as for crappie, but try baiting
the jig with a piece of worm.
A size-8 hook baited with
worm and rigged 1-2 feet
above a sinker fished on the
bottom will also work. Perch
will most often be found in
deeper water than crappie.

Like crappie, perch fishing
is best from spring through
fall, but they can be caught
year-round, even during win-
ter.

* Bluegill

Bluegill fishing is best as
the water warms during the
summer. Bluegill will be
found in shallow areas with
less woody structure, but
more vegetation.

During the late summer and
early fall they can be caught
in the canal between North
and South Tenmile. As with
crappie, light spinning gear
works well, but smaller jigs
and hooks are needed. A
small hook baited with a
piece of worm or other pan-
fish bait and suspended 10-18
inches below a bobber can be
extremely effective.

Bluegill are aggressive
biters, but if you give them
too much time they will steal
the bait off your hook -- pay
close attention to your bobber.
They will feed throughout the
day and are a great target for
young and beginning anglers.

Estate Sale
December
1stand 2nd,
9am to 3pm,
Florentine Estates.
Use Munsel Lake Rd
entrance only!
House full of nice
modern furniture,
recliners, stressless
chairs, couch, dining
room table, hutch,
bedroom sets,
bookshelves, desks,
lots of kitchen items,
RV cover, tools, chest
freezer,and lots more.
For more info check out
craigslist.
Any questions call
Linda at 541-999-0877.
See you there!
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‘Maximize your donation by donating
to Cars for a Cause by Dec. 31st.
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Gift Certificates now
available for any ticketed

event at the FEC.
Available in any amount you choose.
Perfect for that
last-minute Christmas
or any occasion gift.

Call or come by the Florence
Events Center Box Office to
purchase 541-997-1994
or available online
www.eventcenter.org
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LET US PUBLISH
YOUR BOOK

PORT HOLE BOOKS

77567 Hwy. 101 * GARDINER

Best-Selling Author EIlen Traylor, Owner/Publisher
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EW-USED-RARE!
WE HAVE IT ALL!
Sotheby’s, eBay Master Dealer

and Appraiser for Discovery.com
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Gift List

Toys * Books
Clothing
Houseware
Furniture

Gift Certificates
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