
Wise said she felt that she was

attempting to fix a situation that was

caused by a system that had failed

early on. 

“We’re trying to make sure peo-

ple don’t get there,” Davis said. 

Wise agreed.

“I feel strongly that, if we want to

create a better future or a better

America, or even just a better com-

munity, we need to look at the chil-

dren,” she said. “They are the big

impact. In 10 years, your 8-year-old

is 18 and voting for everything. I

think a lot of people don’t realize

their kids are the biggest impact.”

Wise is looking to shape the teen

program with this point of view. 

“I remember myself at 16, being

the oldest of seven kids,” Wise said.

“I was thinking I was already the

adult. I had my license and my own

car. I would pick up groceries when

my mom would ask. I also had a

part-time job.”

Wise had all the responsibilities

of an adult, but none of the control

over her life. 

She felt that she needed a fun

place that she could decompress

with her peers, get help with home-

work, find scholarship opportunities

and, most of all, have a sense of

control. 

Wise believes that some of that

control can be gained with a legiti-

mate leadership role, one where

high schoolers can have an impact

on another person’s life. 

“I’m hoping to bring in some

leadership roles into our program so

maybe teens can help with some of

our middle school kids,” she said. 

Of course, sometimes the high

schoolers will need someone they

can rely on as well. 

“I want to give them more adults

that aren’t their warden. My mom

couldn’t be my friend and my advo-

cate and my parent all in one. This

organization needs to have adults

that teens can come and talk to and

say, ‘Hey, if I wanted to rent a two-

bedroom apartment, how would I

do that?’”

These mentorship roles would

lead into other opportunities for the

students, such as teaching them how

to apply for a job and fill out a

resume, which could lead into the

different types of vocational activi-

ties the future could offer. 

“We will have people come in

from the community and talk to

them about different subjects,” Wise

said.

But above all, Wise and Davis

want to make the experiences fun. 

“In the high school, you feel like

you’re in a high school,” Wise said.

“No one liked high school. I don’t

care who you talked to, even the

popular kids. I want them to walk

into the door and go, ‘Wow, I want

to hang out on the couches here. I

feel safe, I feel cool, I feel open to

asking questions.’And I can put this

on my resume and I can learn. ...

Whether it’s something like learn-

ing to cook or volunteer, or where

kids can learn algebra, I want every

single kid that walks through my

door, whether they stay for years or

months, that they can say, ‘The

Boys and Girls Club gave me this.’

“And when they’re 70 years old,

they can look back and go, ‘The

Boys and Girls Club had impact.’”

For more information on Boys

and Girls Club of Western Lane

County and its programs, visit

bgcwlc.org or call 541-902-0304.

But affordable housing and

more living-wage jobs are getting

pushback from some members of

the community. Building busi-

nesses can bring up fears of indus-

trialization. 

“I know the environmentalists

want to keep things very pristine

and very rural, but they’ve got to

decide what’s more important

right now,” Teter said. “Is it keep-

ing this town economically afloat,

or is it keeping things pristine?

There’s got to be a compromise

somewhere in there.”

There are also those who say

that assistance programs like SOS

and Florence Food Share are only

perpetuating the area’s problems

by enabling bad habits through

subsidization. 

“We’ve had that comment over

and over again,” Teter said. 

He, along with county and city

officials, believe the crisis is sys-

temic and will continue no matter

what care these organizations pro-

vide. They are merely slowing the

bleeding of a dying system.

To end the crisis, Teter believes

that people must make a funda-

mental change about how they

view the world. 

“If the community wants this to

improve, they have to be willing

to allow people to make changes,”

he said. “When the city govern-

ment is talking to different busi-

nesses to bring in these living

wage jobs, they’ve got to be will-

ing to be supportive of that. We

have to start thinking community-

wide and community-minded. 

“We’re all in this together.” 

Editor’s note: For the next

seven weeks, the Siuslaw News

will be covering the housing and

financial crisis in the Siuslaw

region, speaking with representa-

tives from Lane County, City of

Florence, private businesses and

nonprofit agencies, with articles

published each Wednesday. 

Because this is a community-

focused series, Siuslaw News

encourages the public to send in

stories relating to the crisis,

which may be posted online at

www.thesiuslawnews.com, or as

part of our ongoing series here

in the print edition of the news-

paper. 

Submissions should be 400

words or less, and can be

emailed to nhickson@thesiuslaw

news.com.
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...or give us a call at 541-997-6000 
and we’ll do the searching for you!

View active listings with our exclusive Market Watch 

based on what is important to you.

• Search active listings by a geographic parameter such as a zip  

 code, address, or centered around a particular point on a map

• Easy-to-use interactive map with an adjustable radius 

• Detailed color-coded summary of each property

   Visit our website at 
   www.RealEstateFlorence.com 
   and click the Market Watch   
   icon and start your search!

What’s 

happening 

in your area? 

Run a customized 

Market Watch

report today!

Market

report 

The Top Choice in
   Florence Real Estate.

FEATURED LISTING

Beach cottage. Come play at the beach. 

Eateries & market nearby. Live full time 

or part time.

1 Bdrm, 1 Ba  840 sq ft

$125,000 BH7394 ML#17200307

NEW LISTING

Bright open & spacious fl oor plan. ½ block 

from the entrance & clubhouse. Ramp to 

front porch. Small fenced yard for pets. 

Oversized fi nished single garage.

$185,000  BH7602  ML#17063339

NEW LISTING

Florentine Estates Goldenwest with 

private backyard. Vaulted open living 

area with built-in bookshelves & custom 

draperies

2 Bdrm + den, 2 Ba  1512 sq ft

$214,900  BH7593  ML#17192860

NEW LISTING

South lakes area .67 acre, foundation in. 

Build when ready. RV garage 31’ bay, two 

12’ doors, permitted residence, double 

carport too!

2 Bdrm, 1 ½ Ba  1300 sq ft

 $239,000  BH7603  ML#17024222

FEATURED LISTING

Two tax lots, one price! Home in fenced 

yard. 4 garages, beautiful in town lot, all 

fl at & useable . Offi ce or studio

3 Bdrm, 1 Ba  

$249,000  BH7521  ML#17418714

NEW LISTING

Super Good Cents home in Summerset 

Estates. Open kitchen/familyroom area 

slider out to private backyard

3 Bdrm, 3 Ba  1444 sq ft

$275,500  BH7581  ML#17384212

FEATURED LISTING

Lovely home, open fl oor plan, real 

hardwood fl oors, fi replace, deck & much 

more.

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  1999 sq ft

$338,000  BH7357  ML#16340702

NEW LISTING

Fleetwood on Cul-de-Sac. Double glass 

doors in permitted sunroom with wall of 

windows. Skylight & ceiling fan. Private 

backyard.

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  2153 sq ft

$289,000  BH7606  ML#17212815

NEW LISTING

Panoramic views of Florence & the 

Siuslaw Bridge, distant Ocean views & 

amazing sunsets. Elevator to make this 

home accessible on every level

3 Bdrm, 3 full, 3 partial Ba  4041 sq ft

$439,900  BH7592  ML#17343764

B U D ’ S  U P H O L S T E R Y
B o a t  T o p s  &  C a r s

Over
41 yrs

Experience

• Complete
Auto & Boat
Interiors

• Canvas Work

4981 Hwy. 101, Complex B

541-997-4856

10 am-6 pm
Mon-Sat.

Be ready for Summer.
We’re booking

appointments now!

KRAB KETTLE
280 Hwy. 101 M 541-997-8996

Mon.-Sun., 10-6

Fresh

CRAB

WE BUY GUNS

FLORENCE GUN SHOP
B U Y ,  S E L L  &  T R A D E

539 HIGHWAY 101, FLORENCE

(541) 997-0500

WWW.FLORENCEGUNSHOP.COM

Commercial • Residential
• Drop Box Service

• Portable Storage Rentals

• Recycling Specialist

• Recyling Services &

  Containers available at 

  no cost to customers.

    5078 Coastwood Lane      Phone: 541-997-8233 

    Florence, OR 97439 Fax: 541-997-7345

County Transfer & Recycling

541-997-2422

Mapleton Grange 

Indoor Craft and Christmas Sale

Friday and Saturday, 

November 17-18, 9 am - 2 pm.

New, used and specialty items
Tables are rented, come join us for the fun!

(Watch for signs on East Mapleton Road.)

Teens from 1A

Living from 8A


