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‘Annie’ astonishes with yuletide joy iuslaw News
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Annie
Review
BY BURNEY GARELICK

hristmas comes early this

year when a girl who
believes in tomorrow gathers her
new family around the Christmas
tree to celebrate a future brim-
ming with joy.

That’s no spoiler. Everybody
knows “Annie” the musical has a
happy ending. The resilient
orphan who never gives up is our
talisman in these times of terror
and political turmoil.

To that end, we can’t help but
applaud the Last Resort Players’
production of “Annie” playing at
the Florence Events Center this
weekend and next.

W.C. Fields, that comic cur-
mudgeon, said that anyone who
hates children and dogs can’t be
all bad. But Fields hadn’t been
charmed by Annie and her faith-
ful canine, Sandy. Elyse Stewart
as the red-haired moppet is a
pure delight, an animated pixie
that shines with wit, ingenuity
and a big voice that’s all heart.

And Sandy, played by Trudy
Pinnock, a cattle collie and
acclaimed fine artist, takes the
stage with aplomb and knows her
way around a curtain call.

Before “Annie” became a
smash hit in Florence, it was
“Little Orphan Annie,” a popular
comic strip that ran from 1924 to
2010 and had more fans than
“Popeye,” “Dick Tracy,” “Li’l
Abner” and “Blondie.” After its
cartoonist Harold Gray died in
1968, the strip was drawn by oth-
ers and gained momentum when
the Broadway musical opened in
1977 to run for six years.

Annie’s story is endearing
because it portrays the triumph of
the underdog — the persevering
and plucky orphan, much like the
characters of Charles Dickens —
Oliver Twist, David Copperfield
and Little Dorrit — that inspired
Gray. The strip’s title came from
the 1885 poem by James
Whitcomb Riley, the one that
ends with the goblins getting you
if you don’t watch out.

While most comic strip heroes
were boys, Gray had the genius to
make his hero a girl. We all know
girl power rules — or ought to!

Gray’s comic strip was so pop-
ular it spawned a knock-off in
1927, “Little Annie Rooney” and
her dog Zero. This title came from
an 1890 song by Michael Nolan
that played English music halls
and came to the United States by
singer Annie Hart for an 1895
show, “The Bowery Girl.”

For an orphan, Annie comes
with a lot of baggage, but the
LRP actors wear it all well and
play the show with expertise,
gusto and great affection that
radiates through the theater.

The story takes place in 1933
during the Great Depression, and
wonderful ragtag costumes cap-
ture the scene while black and
white backdrops of old New
York set the time. Simple, evoca-
tive staging includes the
Hooverville  breadline —
President Hoover, who preceded
Roosevelt, had a real talent for
rallying aid to disaster victims —
and the colorful Warbucks man-
sion with staircase and paintings.

An elegant old-fashioned
wicker wheelchair transports
FDR (Jay Cable) to his Cabinet
meeting.

The giggling orphan girls are a
whirlwind of spunk and exuber-
ance flowing over melody and
harmony for a spirited perform-
ance in a “Hard-Luck Life.”

Their guardian, Miss
Hannigan, shrieks with displeas-
ure in a hilarious performance by
Sabrina Hand. Hannigan is the

wicked witch who listens to radio
soaps (“Helen Trent” and “Ma
Perkins”), takes medicinal slurps
from her flask, and yearns for
escape.

Her gangster brother Rooster
(Jake Landers) and his ditsy girl-
friend Lily St. Regis (Kary
Keppol) offer her salvation on
Easy Street, at the expense of
Annie. Landers displays an
intoxicating voice and a swing-
ing style, as though he stepped
out of “Guys & Dolls.”

Perhaps the loveliest vocalist
is Joanie Schmidt as the aptly
named Grace, Warbucks’ long-
suffering secretary and Annie’s
greatest ally. Jim Erickson as bil-
lionaire Oliver Warbucks rises to
his character’s prominence with
a heartfelt solo, “Something Was
Missing.”

Who’s your Daddy now!

The LRP actors are accompa-
nied by a very fine live orchestra
under the astute direction of
Chris Lewis.

Cheers to director Jennifer
Connor and her extraordinarily
capable crew for a smashing pro-
duction of “Annie.”
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Talk to your
neighbors,
then talk
fo me.

Sue Gilday Insurance Agcy Inc
Sue Gilday, Agent
1275 Rhododendron Drive
Florence, OR 97439
Bus: 541-997-7161
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See why State Farm® insures
more drivers than GEICO and
Progressive combined. Great
service, plus discounts of up
to 40 percent.*

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.’

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

o StateFarm’

*Discounts vary by states.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Glass & Mirror

Glass for Every Purpose
1780 Kingwood St. / P.O. Box 144
Florence, OR 97439
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7 Maximize your donation by donating
to Cars for a Cause by Dec. 31st.
We accept cars, trucks, RVs, boats

& motorcycles CALL NOW!

« Helps those in need in Lane County
o Charitable donation
e We do all the paperwork

St. Vincent de Paul
2315 Hwy. 101 * Florence ® 541-997-8460
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perfect gift!
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To parchosg - simplg drop by the bok offier
Mondag to Priday between
9:00 1M to 4:30 PM
715 Quineg 8t * Florgneg, OR * 541-997-1994
Gift Certificates are good for

redeption for any ticketed show at the
FEC for one year from purchase.

. _ Sat.Only 11/4, Sat.Only 11/4, -
Gloriosky  and  Leapin’ 9am-3pm, 10am-6pm, -
Lizards! Not only is it a New  [2&5 4795 Treewood Dr., 5448 Little Woahink Dr., =
Deal, it’s a good deal, and you’re Multi-Family, Moving Sale, =

No Earlies, housewares, tools,
durable medical equipment, Bose
headphones, electric lift chair,
nautical collectibles & more.
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gonna like it here. Go see Everything must go!

“Annie” today, tomorrow, or any
of the tomorrows to come.

The show plays Nov. 4, 5, 10,
11 and 12.

For more information, call the
FEC at 541-997-1994 or go to
eventcenter.org.
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garage sale signs

341-991-3441

with your ad
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BAKERY °

HAppPY THANKSGIVING

We have WHOLE DEISTEL ORGANIC, gmo free, vegetarian
fed, pasture raised ¢ antibiotic free TURKEYS!

FOR YOUR SPECIAL HOLIDAY!
10LB-20LB @ $4.75 LB $20 DEPOSIT WHEN YOU PRE-ORDER

We are OPEN & ready To serve are ALL NEW MENU!

All the old favorites and a few new items as well...
So COME ON IN!
Hours 7:30am-3:30pm
All organic, gmo free, Bakery, Deli & Cafe’ « Grocery & local organic produce!
Breakfast & Lunch

10% OFF ALL GROCERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
(Winter Specials) Breakfast Menu, lunch menu, Daily Breakfast & Lunch Specials!

185 HWY 101 ph. # 541-997-0900

Holiday Bazagr

Friday, November 24th
1:30pm-3:30pm

Kick Off the Holiday Season With:

Santa and His Reindeer!!
Craft Vendors

Bake Sale

Chili Feed

PUBLISHING

179 Laurel Street, Suite D
FLORENCE

LET US PUBLISH
YOUR BOOK

PORT HOLE BOOKS

77567 Hwy. 101 * GARDINER
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WE HAVE IT ALL!

Sotheby’s, eBay Master Dealer
and Appraiser for Discovery.com
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Best-Selling Author, Ellen Traylor, Owner/Publisher

541-999-5725

portholebooks.com ¢ portholepublications.com
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